
EDITORIAL NOTES-PUNCTUATIXo IN ITS LEGAL ASPECT.

inembers of the Common Law Courts.
The special work in Chancery is un-
doubtedly increasing, and the cases are
rnuch more ponderous and complicated
than those which arise at Law. The re-
suIt of the pressure of business is such
that the sittings at Toronto are now being
held during weather in which it is a posi-
tive "crueltyVo animais"Vo work. While
we hear of applications being made in
the Provinces for an increase to the
judiciary, there is none in whichi an addi-
tion is more required in the intetests of
the public than in the Court of Chancery
for Ontario.

Many times have suitors blessed the
Judge who invented tbe 'lPereinptory
List." The theory of this list is that the
Judge enters on it, for trial each day, so
many cases as, in bis jtdgment, armounts
to a fair day's work, and which, if tried],
w'ould be a fair d.y's work. By Vhis
rneans counsel and suitors and writnesses
know what is expected by the Court,
and are ready accordingly. But te
stratige spectacle bias lately been seen cf
a Judge so voracious of work as Vo in-
scribe Vwenty cases on the list as the
smallest per diem. aliowance which wvill
satisfy his appetite! 0f course it is al-
most impo-ssible Vo have ail the people
concorned in twenty cases waiting each
day. Better abolish the list altogether
titan make a mockery of it.

he saine iearned Judge bias, duririg
the Toronto Assizes, coinmenced bis
work at balf-past eigbt in the rnorning.
This is aiso cbarming ini tbeory during
te Liot weather. The great orators and

the littie speechiflers of ancient Greece
charmed or wearied their. Athenian au-
dietnces as the-quwn began Vo lighit up the
Pajtbenon. The learned and energetic
Judge aliuded Vo feels, doubtless, that lie
in not only foiiowing, but setting a good

*

exampie. It is one of the dispensations
of Providence that counssi, as sooni as
they go on the Bencb, forget what man-
ner of men they were. 1V does'noV occur,
for example, Vo the Judge, who break-
fasts quietiy at an hotel and then saunters
Vo the Court House, free fromn care of
household or client> that such cares were,
in prevîous years, also bis uâhappy por-
tion. It is, of course, very joly, for law-
yers Vo I cgeV up the night before " Vo at-
tend Vo tbese minormatters, beforeCourt,
antd it is good for them Vo try and look
pleasant when their bouses, their clients
and their'offices have beeui neglected,
but some of them are stupid enougb Vo
grumble about it, and say they won't
stand it, &c. his, bowever, is ail non-
sentse, tbey will be Judges theinseives
somne day, and then they wili take it out of
some onte else, and so it wili be ail right
on au average.
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The IlTreatise on Punctuation " by a
thorougb-bred pointer which Tom Hood
projected in bis imagination wotuld> if an
actuality, bave small claims upon the at-
tention of Vue lawyer. He, it is gener-
aiIy believed, is superior Vo these cabalis-
tic contrivances in Vhe way of stops ina
order Vo shorten and elucidate his sen-
tences. ,"JursCOn8ultus non curat de ver-
bibus " was the pithy maxim of the sage
Accursius, and it has been adhered Vo

with great fidelity bÏy the race ofilawyers
from bis day Vo Vhe present and aforiûfO
by conveyancers. Joshua Williamns, Ini
his flrst book for Vhe use of students IL'

convey aucing,,says noV without comMeud-
alAe pride "the reader wiil be struock
withi Vhe stiff and formai style whi0lh
cbiwacterizes legai instrumett., but the
formality Vo be found in every proper1l
drawn deed bas this advantag,,e thât tb"
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