
6 NOËL CHABANEL

years looking askance at the growing trade relations 
between the latter and the French. The Algonquins 
claimed control of the Ottawa River, and the pass
ing up and down before their very doors of Huron 
flotillas laden with furs and other supplies, was caus
ing a coolness which might any day develop into 
open conflict. Eleven years before, in 1633, the Al
gonquins of Allumette Island did not hide their 
mistrust of the missionaries whose influence was 
bringing the French and Hurons together, and they 
even threatened to do them violence. Years of 
calm had intervened, but no one knew how long 
peace would last, and it was evidently in the inter
ests of the Jesuit missionaries to prevent any dis
turbance which might close the route to their mis
sions on Georgian Bay.

Another cogent reason for fostering friendly re- 
_ . . , lations between the Algonquins and

t^ie Hurons was the obligation of 
** being prepared to resist the common

enemy of both. The relentless Iroquois were ter
rorizing not only the French but also the savage 
tribes. In 1642 forty Hurons were overpowered by 
them on their way down to Quebec; Father Isaac 
Jogues and his companion, René Goupil, were cap
tured and taken to the cantons on the Mohawk, one 
to be tortured, the other to be killed. Bands of 
Iroquois kept incessant watch along the St. Law
rence and the Ottawa Rivers to intercept both Hurons 
and Algonquins and to slay pitilessly all who fell 
into their hands. The route to Georgian Bay was 
practically closed; no flotilla had reached the colony


