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the picture We would present to the imaginatioa, but on most,

occasions, if we succeed in creating a desire to realize perfectly, by

after investigation, the eflect of the masterpiece, if we can induce

but a few to endeavor, by research and diligence, to make them-

selves acquainted with all the beanty and utility of any literary or

scientific subject, theflect^iref ff ill have gained his object, though

he himself admitted h^ itudieiice<but4»a m^re glimpse of its ex-

cellency. Allow me, therefore, to draw the attention of those who
love to follow after knowledge, while I offer them a few words of

encouragement to persist in their noble aspiration. v

There is no tmth more trite, no observation more common, than,
'* onward is the progress of the human mind," but too many ate

content to receiveMhis axiom in all the fUith of blind confidence

in our destiny. Without realizing the necessity of taking any part

in this march of the human intrlluct; they rest satisfied with their

position as units in the mixed muititude that are marching to the

promitied land of perfeet knowledge and universal happiness,

ignomnt alike of the ineans which facilitate, or the impediments

which check the mighty movement. They see that siifficient ad-

vance is now and then made to create a strong probability of the

ultimate possession of the land, therefore, whatever the dangers,

Whaltever this delays^ the exulting declaration ie still the same,

''onward is the progress of the age," the spirit of in^ovemjnt is

irresistibly diffused. Now, just in proportion as these assertions

are tni&j so precisely is the disgrace attaching to each individual

who dees not aid the progress of the human family, who does not

imbibe the spirit of improvement so universally rec€>gnized '^ a just

reproach adheres to every man who is conscious that vast strides

are being taken by his fellow-men, and yet will make no effort to

direct their steps aright, or to keep pace himself with the enlighten-

ment of the times> bat who loiters along, satisfied with occasionally

asserting his belief in the final triumph of knowledge, and listlessly

suffering himself to be distanced in the glorious struggle, an idle

spectator, when he might be an asjpiring competitor. Multitudes

in society answer to this description, who make it their constant

boast that they live in an era of extmordinary improvement, the

boast implying that they have a knowledge of the past, because a

certain amount of information is indispensable when we would

trace the increasing knowledge and skill of mankind. To appreciate

tlie ^wonders of our day, we must be able to contrast ox compare


