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ABEPUBUC hts fiftr its buh thft capfeottf and fight of the>ao|iar

tft^^ovtrn thanuehrcM. A mun prtnople of* npreisiitatife repuMic

Uttomywaihility «f tbtt fcpr«MDt«tiv«i t» tlwir sonalitMOli. £r*»»

dcm awl p^Uci^ of dabata am aaa«nUal to the praaervatlon of attch

lorma of governmant. Evarjr ariutnurf ahridgmeat. (tf tha figiit of
^jjIQceh in rapreiaatativa^ ia a diMctiafiiDgaaaaBtof the libertjr ofthe

people. Entf uoQoeaiaaiy (conceahnant «« their fHrqceediaan'an ^k
prasdoMtkn towarda tyrannjr. Wbeo» hjr afatanaBtie rttle% aSiH^riijr

ti^hea la itielfthe lii^t, atiu plaaattreiofMniStint^Bedwordeajriiqf

i^ aitsvetber } whe» aeciel aeaaioM multiplgr;| and in j[in>pMftio» to

^liptNRlaBee^^^ueatiQnaf ia the atu^ous cancetAoMM ef dabaief a

jpeai^ m*f be aaiiiKdi thad atich paac^ea cootinidogf th^-freedom
ia bat ah«ct lilted. ^

,, Retactioqa, aiicb aa theaa» lurae haea (breednpen die nktaitioB ofthe

Widenigpedy MenhenioftheHouaeof Rcpreaentativea) of tibe tbiited

Statea, bjr the events of the preaent session of Con^ss. Thef havo
vtitnesaadaprinei^ adopted aa the lawofthe House, bf which» under
%. novel application «if the previans <|qaatian» » poiaeri»aasunBed b^ the

imgoTitjr lodmy iha priraiege of &peech» at any atag«» and undeiPtaMr

oifQusHtanccs of debiita. And teecittlfrby an unpieeeclented asspunp*

tioBy the right to give reaaona for an or^^^nal nocioni has heen .made to

depend upon the will of the niigori^.

Piineiplea moiie boatUe than these to the auia^enoe of iiqireaenta'

tive.Ub^ft'eannot eanlf beoimteeived. It is not, bewever on ;these ae*
countr* n^ighty as they Me, that the underugncd bave<updlftdcen tbja

addreaa. AwAject of higher andnore immediate;imppftanee inipela

them tl»the present dut>^.

The moiioientous qanition of war, witht^reatiBritsinKts decided. On
this tqiiC} so vital to your interests, the right (tf public debate^ in the
£iceiof the world jknd especially of their. conadtue^s, has-been denied
to your representatives. They have'been called jjtte secret ses^oo,,on
this mq|t interesting of an your pvdilic relationsf akhqugh the dffcuin-

sunoes of the time and of the nation, afibrdednoonetreason foAr secrecy*

unless it be found in the apprehension of the effect of puyic d^^te, cn|i

public opinion ; or of public opintmi on tiie result of theiVete.

Except the message ofthe President of the United States, which ia

now before the public* nothing confidentisl was communicated.
That message contained so foct not previously fcnown. No onffr

resson for war .was intimated, but such as waaofanature(publ(band
notorioua. T;he intention to wage war and invade Canada, had been

,

long since openly avowed. The object of hoatile menace had been M-
tentatiously snnounced. The inadequacy, of, both our army and navy,
for successful iuvaidon, and the insufiicienoy of the fortifications for the

|«pttcity of eur seaboard were,*every whete, known. Yet the doors ff
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