
22 CAUCASUS
Slii»raU or Jornk (an. Apsnrwi) i8annt)trr tolernbly

Iiir^^c river, ruiinini^ to llu; lllnck Sea, mid tlio

KiiiMii (an, Cnmiiiiii), a Htill larger, falling into the

('MMpiiiii. TIk; torrents tiuit rnn htliort conrwH to

these seas from the thtiiiiM of the nioinitainx in

their neighbonrliood are (|uite. innuineruhle, aH are

tile allineiitx of the principal xtreaniH whiuh ponr
from tlie nioiiiitain Hi(U!H in every (liroction, Nome-
tinies with rcspuetahle length of ronrsc, and always
ill inimeiisn voltinic. It may, iiiiU^od, lie reason-

aiily concluded that the store of moisture in the

Caucasus cannot possibly lie cxceetlcd by that of

any other country of like' extent ; and uiiice, from
t he causes before named, it isiireventcd from sproad-

inj; beyond the bounds of the mountains, it f(dlows

necessarily that no land can be more abundantly
watered. Most of the streams are tloodcd by the

ini'liiiifj of the winter snows ; and their action on
the substance of the mountains is at all times very
violent, especially on the slate and limestone. The
former is brought down in the form uf a black

f^listening sand, the latter, in that of a soft white
Mibstance, so line and so abundant, that it is used
by the natives, in its natural stiite, for whitening
their houses. (Klaproth, p. 38(! ; Pallas, i. 3()6.)

'I'lierc is, perhaps, no other mountain region in

the World so destitute of lakes as Caucasus. The
lake of Sevan or (ioiikcha, between the Kur and
Araxes, is the only one of any size in the whole
region, and it can hardly be regarded as belonging
to the Caucasus. It is a salt lake, of the kind so

common in Central Asia, without any outlet, and
ttccnpying nearly the whole extent of a small ele-

vated ])lain about 48 m. long, bv 12 m. in width,
5,i500 ft. above the sea. (Pallas, i. 337, &c. ; Klap-
roth, pp. 169, 241-407, &c. ; Monteith, G, J., iii. 43,

et se<j. ; Spencer, jmss.)

Climate.—This, of course, varies with the eleva-

tion ; but jierhaps still more with the degree of

hhelter afforded by the neighbouring ranges from
the different winds. Some of the N. vallevs, not-

withstanding their exposure to the bleak gusts

from the Snowy Mountains, arc so perfectly pro-

tected from the N. wind, that their ivinter is as

mild as in the S. parts of the Crimea. (Pallas, i.

339.) They are subject, however, to sudden and
tierce, though brief, vicissitudes ; and the very
shelter which they possess, by confining the air,

makes them unhealthy.* With the sharp ascent of

the land, the temperature rapidly decreases, and a
few hours serves to convey the traveller from the
climate of the temperate zone to that of ever-

lasting winter. The cold in the upper ranges is

intense ; but observations are wanting on which
to found any conclusion as to its average ; Mignan,
at a comparatively low part, of the range, found it,

in Jan. 1830, a very cold winter, at 4° Fahr., or
'28° below the freezing point, (i. 35.) A better

idea may, perhaps, be formed on this point, from
the quantity of snow deposited in the defiles

:

1,400 men were employed a fortnight in cutting a
road for the Persian embassy, which, after all, was
scarcely passable. (Mignan, i. 40.) Notwith-
standing this intensity of cold, the plague is very
common on the mountains.
On the S., the countries on the Black Sea and

Caspian may be described as warm : those of Ime-
ritia and Georgia as rather cohl ; but this, again,

must be taken with considerable limitation, the N,
jiarts of the two seas being subject to winter frosts.

The melting of the ice in them frequently causes
chilly summers on their shores, while, on the other
hand, some of the higher valleys are among the
ottest spots in the Caucasus. The abundance of

running water, and the neighbourhood of the
two bounding seas, cause a great accumulation of

vapour; indeed, so extensive is the exhalation

constantly going on, that it may bo said every

wind, if long continued, brings with it a mist,

which nothing can disjierse except a storm. Thew-

last are, consequently, frequent and terrible.

Luckily, lioweviT, the cause that produces ihcin

gives waniing of their approach ; the vapours,

when grown too heavy for the atmosphere, coUect

themselves in dense masses round tlio sides and
tops of the mountains ; and the Caucasians, warned

bv this clothing of their Aljis, prepare for the ex-

plosion, which thoy Know, by long experience,

will siwedily follow. They wrap themselves in

their tthuouha» (large cloaks made of wool and
goat's hair, and perfectly waterproof ), and under a

low tent made of felt, exjircssly for sjich emer-

gencies, or under the lee of a rock or tree, await,

generally in safety, the passing of the tempest.

(Spencer'H W. Cauc, \t. 129.) Sometimes, how-
ever, the falling of the cliff or tree destroys those

who have sought its shelter; but these accidents

are of rare occurrence, as it is not often that the

natives are com|)elled, for want of their felt tejits,

to nin such risks ; but to strangers unprovided

with the means of combating these storms, the

effect is sure to be nltimatelv fatal. One or, at

most, two years' exposure to the varying influence

of a Caucasian climate, sends the Kussian soldier

cither to his grave or to the hospital, with a con-

stitution irrecoverably broken. The uncertain

temperature and the humidity of the atmosphere

appear indeed to make it very unhealthy to stran-

gers, especially on the slopes and flats towards the

sea. Intermittent and bilious fevers of a very grave

kind are endemic, and exceedingly obstinate ; and
the plague, as before obser\'ed, is also very (!om-

nion. (For a singidar stjitement connected with
the climate of the Caucasus, see Herodotus, Clio,

p. 105 ; Klaproth, p. 160.) The varying humidity,

or some other cause, seems likewise to impress the

air with very peculiar qualities ; observations of

altitude by the barometer, or the boiling [Miint of

water, give very inconsistent results at different

times (sec Caspian Sea), and the extent of hori-

zontal vision is frequently quite startling. The
Caspian Sea is sometimes seen from the summit
of the Bechtag, 164 m. distant ; and the Snowy
Mountains from Sarepta, on the Wolga, a length

of 322 m. (Pallas, i. 370 ; Klaproth, p. 168.) The
distance of the visible horizon, exclusive of refrac-

tion, would be in the first case about 94^ m., in

the second about 163^ m. ; the amount of refrac-

tion is, therefore, equal to more than 1°, and nearly

2J° resijectively ; but, in ordinary states of the
atmosphere, the maximum being only 33', the
excess of 27' and 1° 57' indicates a variable den-
sity in the medium which is truly surprismjj.

Some of the larger clefts are said, in the tradi-

tions of the natives, to have been caused by earth-

quakes ; but there are no authenticated records of

these phenomena. (Guldenstadt, i. 217-432 ; Pal-

las, i. 340, 358, 447, et pass. ; Gmelin, iii. pass.
;

Klaproth, pp. 163, 165, 309, 333, &c.; Chardin,

p. 165
I
Spencer, VV. Cauc, p. 125, et seq., 320,

&c, ; Circass., i. 286, &c. ; Monteith, G. J., iii. 31,

&c.)

Productions.—1. Minerals.—Except in its de-

ficiency of lakes, the Caucasus has many points of

resemblance to the Alps ; among others, an appa-
rent poverty of mineral treasures. It is true tliat

this, in the case of the Caucasus, may be apparent

only. The ancients unquestionably believed these

mountains to be rich in the precious metals, but
this they also believed of most other districts that

were but slightly known to them ; and the limited

obserx'ations of scientific men in modern times

tend to the opposite conclusion. A yellow mine-
ral, called cat gold, is indeed found, which may.


