
dore Barry, I think it pmdent not to engage myself in a practice

wiiich may become embarrassing.

Tremendous times in Europe ! How mighty tiiis battle of lions

and tigers ! With what sensations should the common herd of cattle

look on it ? With no partialities certainly. If they can so far

worry one another as to destroy their power of tyrannising, the ooe

over the earth, the other il)e waters, the world may perhaps enjoy

peace, till they recruit again.

Affectionate and respectful salutations.

Th: Jefferson.

LETTER IV.

TO M. DUPONT DE NEMOURS.

Washington, November 1, 1803.

My Dear Sir,

Your favors of April the 6th and June the 27th were duly re-

ceived, and with the welcome which every thing brings from you.

The treaty which has so happily sealed the friendship of our two
countries, has been received here with general acclamation. Some
inflexible federalists have still ventured to brave the public opi-

nion. It will fix their character with the world and with posterity,

who, not descending to tlie other points of difference between us,

will judge them by this fact, so palpable as to speak for itself in

all times and places. For myself and my country I thank you for

the aids you have given in it ; and I congratulate you on having lived

to give those aids in a transaction replete with blessings to unborn

millions of men, and which will mark the face of a portion on the

globe so extensive as that which now composes the United States

of America. It is true that at this moment a litde cloud hovers

in the horizon. The government of Spain has protested against

the right of France to transfer ; and it is possible she may refuse

possession, and that this may bring on acts of force. But against

such neighbors as France there, and the United States here, what
she can expect from so gross a compound of folly and false faith,

is not to be sought in the book of wisdom. She is afraid of hen
'enemies in Mexico. But not more than we are. Our policy will

. to form New Orleans and the country on botli sides of it on
the Guifof Mexico, into a State ; and, as to all above that, to trans-

plant our Indians into it, constituting them a Marechaussee to pre-

vent emigrants crossing the river, until we shall have filled up all


