
LESSONS ON LANGUAGE.

r.

Language in GENERAii.

1. The niiiul exercises itself, or reffcts, on what i.'

bt'en. heard, or IVlt. In so doing it is said to ihuil\\

and llie mental acts themselves ;ne called iln)U(jhts.

2. Men have a natural desire to communicate their

tlioughts to others. This they can do in vari(»us way-^.

There arc certain expressions of countenance which

every one understands to indicate joy, an<^'er, or

surprise. An infant, long Lefore it can speak, is ablo

to make known its wants and to show its admirati* n

of new or brightly colored objects. A clenched fist,

violently'' shaken, tells us of anger, and of a eh sire to

inflict injury or punishment.

3. When we give expression to our thoughts by
sounds uttered with the voice, we are said to ialh\ and
the vocal sounds themselves taken together C(.)nstituto

language
iMTn^mvje. really mc.ins that which is spoken by the tonrjne. The

sounds making up lan«^ua^'e are said to be articulate. This is

derived (rom a Latin word nieanin<]f "a little joint." Articu-
late sounds are those which are rejjularly connected and clearly

uttered. Soimds which convey no nieaninir because thev are

juml)led together, or are indistinctly spoken, «re said to be
inarticulate.

4. People have agreed that certain marks or

written characters shall rejireseMH certain articulate

»

sounds. Hence there is a distinction between .spi^hii

language and writtctt language. The former apjteals to

the G'.ir, the latter to tiie etje. Tl;e tJtowjht is the same
in whicheveu way it is expressed. AVerc it rujt, how-
ever, for writing, the principles of language could not

be conveniently studied.


