
Gentlemen, it was my father, the late William Stewart, while represent-

ing the futu'C capital of United Brilisli America in the Canadian

Assembly, who was the first lo m(jve in favour of the construction

of an Ottawa ship canal. I hold in my hand the original resolutions

drafted by him on the occasion referred to. For many years he had

given the subject attentive and anxious consideration, throwing into it

the full force of his energetic and enthusiastic nature. He was a man, as

some of you may remember, of great force of character, with large, far-

seeing, statesmanlike views—and the jiroject in (jucstion was only one

among many other iin[)ortant schemes and undertakings of a public char-

acter, which ov.-ed heir origin, as I shall briefly have occasion to show, to

his ready and prolific brain. You wiii, therefore, comprehend something

of the feeling which I experience to-night, standing before you as I do in

his place, to champion the rights and interests of the Ottawa Valley,

in the matter indicated. I tiuht you will treat me with every indul-

gence, for the subject is not a small one, while my shortcomings as a

public speaker are, as you know, many ard various. As the resolutions

in question are brief and to the purpose, and, moreover, from their

nature and the circumi-i.inces connected with them, bear an historic

interest, I shall venture to read them to you ;

—

Resolutions to l>e proposed l)y Mr. Steicmrt (of Bytoiou) in a Com-

mittee of the whole J/otise, oh the 26th day of [uly, iS^j :

1. Resolved,—That it is the opinion of this House that the region

of the country bordering on Lakes Huron and Superior, in the British

territory, abound in rich and irost valuable minerals, and that much of

the la ".d l)'ing between the Ottawa river and Lake Huron, as well as in

many parts in the vicinity of Lnkc Su[)erior, is fit for cultivation and
for su, porting a larg<; [)opulation.

2. Resolved,—That whereas it is r()nt'.^mi)latcd to make a canal

from Lake Sui)erinr, across the Sault St. Mary's; and whereas such
canal, followed uji by a farther safe, sheltered and short communication
to the cities of Montreal anil Quebec, would tend much to the })rofit

and security of all parties now, or hereafter to be, engaged in mining
operati(.)ns in the regions above mentioned, and would develope and
l)romotc the general interests of the province at large.

3. Resolved,—That it is the opinion of rhis ^fouse that such water

communication can be attained by followit g the channel north of the

Maniloulin Islands, to the mouth of the French River in (Georgian Bay,

Lake Huron—Mience by damming and lockii^g, ascend the French River


