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OoO INDIAN KACEri OF A^ilEWCA.

wild tribes (*f rutagoiiiu wander in undisturbed freedom.

'J'lieir m.anner of life is similar to that (jf the Pamj)as In-

dians of Southern l^uenos Ayres, as wild hoi'ses and eattlc

have spread ovei- the northern parts of their eountry in

almost equal abundance. 'J'he same fierce, untameal)le

Bpirit, and the same carelessness of the comforts of life,

with ability to endure the extremes of exposui'e and fa-

tigue, characterize all these races of centaurs. Kven in

the colder regions of the extreme south, little in the way

of clothing is worn, ;'nd the naked body of the savage is

exposed to snows and storms, against which the covering

of the European would alford incomplete protection.

"These men," si^j's Purchas, speaking of those near the

straits of Magellan, "both (jiiants and others, went cither

wholly naked, or so clothed, as they seemed not to dread

ihe cold, which is yet there so violent, that besides the

mountaine-toppes, alwaj'' couered with Snow, their very

Summers, in the middest thereof, frecth them not from ice."

A great portion of Patagonia is sterile and barren, desti-

tute of timber, and covered only with a icind of coarse grass,

or with thorny shrubs. The eountry rises in a series of

terraces from the low eastern sea-coast to the range of the

Andes. The northern districts are in many parts fertile

and heavily timbered.

Crossing the Straits of Magc'^.an, we find one of the most

miserable and desolate countries on the globe. Terra del

Fuego, the land of fire, so called because of the numerous

fires seen upon its coast by the early navigators, is a cold

and barren island. The surface of the country is either

rocky and mountainous, or of such a cold and miry soil

as to obstruct travel and improvement. The forests are

rendered nearly impassable by under-growth. The inhab-

itants are partly, as would appear, of the same race with

the Patagonians, but as a body they are generally classed

with the Andian Groupe, and considered to have some


