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NEWMAN.

Novvinan as a jm'cjicIioi- is eliicliy known to tliose of the

pivsont (lay tliiough eioJit volumes of " F'arochial and Plain

Seiiuons" (It'livcred by him, while still a minister in the

Churph of Entfland. It is i^siial to speak of him as a great

|»reacht'r, ami if the greatness of the pn'acher is to be mea-
sured by the effect produce<l l)y his sei'mons, he must he

lield to be a very great one. It lias been said of tliem by
one well (jiialifiiMl to form a correct judgment, they "have done
more tlian an}' one thing in mould and (|uicken and brace the

i-eligions temper of our time; they luive acted with e(|ual

foi'ce on those who were nt'arest and on those who were
fulthest fi'om him in theological opinion." Tt is certain they
have enteretl as a (juite apprecial>le force into thc^ intellectual

and .spii-itual life of the mition: They may be said even to

have accomplished little less than a revolution in the prevail-

ing style of ])i caching, making it nmch less conventional ajid

much more direct and pi'a(;tical. And their intinence has

been confined to no one l)i'anch of the Christian church. It

has probably Ijcon even more felt in the Non-conformist
churches than in that body to which, as all Protestants will

regret, their author deemed it dutiful to transfer his allegiance.

Yet it is easy to j-ead these sermons witl.out having forced on

one's attention anv sintrle excellence or any cond)ination of

excellences, so unusual as to account for this wiiJe and deep

iuHuenet'. They do not often .startle the reader by the bohl-

ness an<l oi'iuinality of the thought, as do those of Frederick

Robi'i'tson. riiey have not the tender pathos and exquisite

beauty of tlie di.scour.ses of John Kerr, and tliey ai'e still far-

ther removed from the elaborate word-painting of Guthrie.

Nor does the |)reacher, like Chalmers, carry his audieiavc along

(»n a flood of im[)assioni'd sj)eech. All these legitimate and

natural means of im|)ression, Newman .seems as if on f?et pur-

po.se to avoid. He does not once step aside friim the direct

path in which his theme leads him to lay hold of a striking

thought or to cull a flower of rhetoric. His imagery is

thi'oughout of the simplest kind and is such as .serves,

merely to display the thought, never to attract attention to

itself. He shuns seduhaisly not only exaggeration, V)ut even

vehement emotion, as if it weie not a strength but a weak-
ness. His speech is for the most part as calm and unim-
passioned, as it is ])reci.se and clear. The \isual (pudities of

the orator are conspicuously absent, and indeed liis warmest
admirer declares "he was utterly unlike an oi-ator in all out-

ward ways' What tlien was the secret of his great power?


