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at riglit angles to the prevailing wind, which
in our district is the west wind; and we put
one strip in crop, leave the next strip, put the
next strip in crop, leax e the next one, and
so on ail down the field. In that way we
have a field of, let us say. only twenty rods
wvide, to blow, and the drift therefore does not
accumulate to the same extent as it would
if there were a field a mile wide for the west
wvind to play havoc with. In this way we
have practically prevented the soil drifting.
In 1933 wo planted four hundred acres in
wheat on this farmn and harvested four hun-
(lred lyushels. It took hiaîf of the total receipts
to pay the cost of combining the crop, and
the other haîf is ail that romains for the man
on the farm to live on until next faîl.
Furthermore, there is ne seed, and that has
to ho purchased. in the spring.

This condition prevails in that part of the
country. It prex ails also in the southwestern
part of the province to a greater degree, as
mentiooed by the hionourable member from
Vancouver (Hon. Mr. McRae) this afternoon.
I agree with hima that tlie proper thiing to do
is te move the settlers thero into the north,
ývhere thiere is a greater rainfail and tbey
(an make a gond home for themnselves on
C.P.R. or Hudson Bay lands, or on home-
steads whichi they cao purchiase from the Gov-
eroment at one dollar an acre.

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND: Has not that
transfer been in operation for some vcars
past?

Hon. Mr. ASELTINE: Yes, it lias been
iinder way for two years. I do not know how
many families have been moved from that
particular district, but from urban centres
and from any area where the rural municipal
councils certify the land is flot fit for wheat
or any other kind of farming now being
carried on, the Government is moving the
people north, two-thirds of the cost being
paid by it and one-third by the municipality.
If the abandoned land is worth anything at
ail it is taken over by the Dcpartment of
Naturai Resources. Probably it would be
easy to use the land again for grazinig pur-
poses, for sandy soul xvii grow grass in gond
years-something which cannot be done on
heavy dlay gumbo. I might add that even
on the heavy soil of which I have heen speak-
ing you can always grow oats on summer-
fallowed land, but flot enough for feed. One
reason why we, cannot successfully mix-farm.
on sncb land is that if we do not grow a
crop of wheat the forage crop is also a fail-
uire. We might stock up with cattle, horses
and hogs, and have no feed for them. In this
event we should be obliged either to give
them away or to ship thema into the north,

Hon. Mr. ASELTINE.

and then next year start ail over again. 1
think the oni way to circumvent this state
of affairs is to build up a supply of fecd in
gond years to carry us over the Jean years.
That is what is heing done at the present
timie.

At this stage I sbould like to pay a tribute
to the Minister of Agriculture for the Do-
mninion, lion. Mr. WVeir, for the great work hie
lias heen (bing on behiaîf of agriculture. He is
ot only a practical farmer and stock man,

but a man of high eduicational attainiments,
and lie is using bis practical experience and
bis talents, working nighit and day, in the
interests of the farmer. In the Wcst wc are
ail satisfied that ho is doing a great xvork.

We are also satisfied that the Empire Trade
Agreements have been quite satisfactory, for
the reasons already mentioned in this dehate.

The wheat pools are satisfied that the Lon-
don Wheat Agreement is a gond measure. We
are flot anticipating any difficulty at ail in
regard to the reduction of acreage. I will
tell you why: the grasshopper menace is upon
us. W/e had nover hoco bothered wvith this
pest bof ore. The grasshoppers flew i0 last
August and laid their eggs, infesting the
greater part of the three Prairie Provinces
from the international border to as far north
as Township 33, pcrhaps n little fartier. This
takos in perhaps more than fifty per cent of
the cultivnted land of these provinces. Al
over that area, on roadsidcs and in stubble
fields, the grnsshoppers have depositcd any-
wbere from. flfteen to fifty eggs per square
foot. We are told by university professors
and Government officiais that those eggs will
hatchi out in the spring. For instance, if yoiî
put a flower-pot full of gardon soul on your
kitchen shoîfs, you will find that as soon as
the temperature reaches seventy degrees the
eggs start to hatch out. That bas actually
taken place.

Now, why is the grasshopper menace going
to reduce the wheat acreage? We are advised
to sow nothing- but summer fallow in that
wholo area. Appýroximately one-third of the
land is sumamer fallow, and the other two-
thirds stuhhle. If we follow this advice, we
shaJ1 reduce the acreage in wheat much more
than flfteen per cent. So 1 am quite sure the
Governîment will have no trouble at ail in
reduicing the wheat acreage. There must also
ho taken into accounit the land which will not
ho sown to wheat, it having been found un-
suited for the purpose.

Instead of a reduction of acreage I would
advocate a quota. Lot the farmer grow ail
the wheat ho wants to, but fix the amoîînt he
niay take to market. Thon if ho grows 10,000
bushels in 1934, and his quota is 8,000 bushels,


