
SENATE

Great Britain and the United States lu re- peril governinent lu naturally and properly

lation to the Mn skan boundary disputes, most deeply conoerned about imperlal in-

althougli lt would have been mucb more terests, there lu room to hope that noue of

satisfactory to Canada bad these disputes the riglits of Canada will be sacrificed by

been referred to a court of arbltratol,whose the colonial office, wbile Mr. Chamberlain,

decision would be final, and blnding on ail the greatest colonial minister the empire

concerned. This lu wbat Great Brîtain and bas ever possessed, bolds the seals of that

Canada wanted, but could not get, ln con- office.

sequence of the unwlllfgIess of tbe United Whle, bowever, I thbxk no surrender bas

States to consent to arbitration. But to Bay, been made by tbe imperial government in

as bas been said ln some quarters, that the negotlatlng the terms of treaty, 1 must not

treaty Involves any surrender of Canadian be uudgrstood. as saylng that I consider no

riglits or dlaims ls simply not warranted by surrender bas been made by the Canadian

ficts. If there bas been any surrender nt government in agreeing to, the provîsional

1111, s0 far as the treaty is concerned, It blas Alaskan boundary, wblch aow regulates the

been on the part of the Republld, lu reced- lntercourse of bothi nations. ihbat provi-

ing frorn the untenable position assunied sional boundary neyer should have been

by that country before the Joint lgh Con'- assented to by Canada, for it gives the Uni-

miission, ln reference to sucb places as SIag ted ttes al1 they want until a permanent

way and Dyea at the bead waters of Lyn bounidary is fixed, and therefore If the con'-

canal. The obtainlig of a full investigation ruissioners do not give them aIl they dlaim,

or our contentions before a commission of their ' Impartial jurists' wlll agree to no0

able jurists, no matter bow biased theY maY findlng, and tbe provisional bouudary wxll

be, lu a decîded gain to Canada. T amn wltb- renialin as it 110W Is. and in time will be-

ont hope, bowever, that the commission wlill corne the permanent boundary between tbe

corne to atiy conclusion, eveîî a compromise, two couatries. This may turu out to be

that wlll take tbe question froin tbe region the game our neigbbotirs are playiug, and

of international controversy, where It tbreat- if so, the governuient of Canada have play-

eus to create trouble between us and our ed very unwlsely into their bauds.

iieighbours, and more serions stili, betweefl The Minister of Customis is reported as

our nelgbbours and the mother country. 1 declaring ou the stump ia North Ontario a

don't belleve that the members of the coin- few days ago that Canada would Dlot have

mission to be nanied by Canada and Great found berseif lu ber present plight conceru-

Britain n-i yield any riglits to whichi Cali- îng Alaska had the Senate allowed the Yu-

adn is justly enititied-aqt any rate, nlot with- kon Rallway Bill to go tbrougb. The min-

out an equivaletit. One thing wve cau aIl ister must have calculated largely on the

look forward to wltb confidence, that tlue ignorance or credullty of bis hearers wben,

riglits and dlaims of both sides will be even on the stnmp, he made that bold and

thorougbly investigated, and that the evi- unwarranted statement. Will auy one tell

dence toucblng the respective contentions us bow those few bundred miles of tramn-

will be placed before the clvllzed world, way-bad tbey been built-would bave

wbicbi will pronounice a judgment that Dei- lessened the dlaims on our territory 110w

ther pnrty ongbt to disregard or despise. It made by the United States ? Even biad

is true, tbat Great Britain is very anxions tlîey been built, tbose most competeInt to

for a frieudly settlement of this question for speak, assure us tbat tbey would be of no0

imperial reasons, and Canada should be value, even in summer bime wheu tbe river

equally so for the same reasons, as the and lakes of the Yukonl are not ice-iocked,

prestige and power of the empire are in-. as a means of aldlug traffic or travel. to

volved. No cause of friction that can be re mtat country. But It lu well kuown that

moved should bie allowed to disturb the 1the Senate did not reject that Bill on the

present frieudly relations of the two great merits or demerits of tbe railhvay project,

English speaking nations of the world. But but on very different grounds. We rejected

it lu also very important to the Republice' it partly because it created a monopoly and

110w assuming aIl the responsibilities of a gave away franchises wortb ten times as

great world-power, to be on good termis with much as the tramway would cost. But we

the fiag that rules the sea. While the in- rejected it cbiefly for the reason that the

Hon. Mr. MILLER.


