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PARKS CANADA

Ms. Albina Guarnieri (Mississauga East): Mr. Speaker, the
hon. Minister of Canadian Heritage is to be commended for
tabling the new Parks Canada ‘‘Guiding Principles and Opera-
tional Policies”.

Today is an occasion for pride in our rich heritage. This policy
document is the foundation for our national and international
commitments to protecting and showcasing our heritage.

[Translation)

This initiative results from the efforts made in the last two and
a half years by the many Canadians who took part in the
consultation exercise needed to develop and refine the policies.

[English]

The exercise demonstrated how deeply Canadians care about
their natural and cultural heritage preserved by our national
historic sites, national parks, marine conservation areas, histor-
ic canals, heritage rivers, heritage railway stations and other
program elements of Parks Canada.

[Translation]

CANADIAN CENTRE FOR MAGNETIC FUSION

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchéres): Mr. Speaker, on March
20, 1992, the then Deputy Minister of Energy, Mines and
Resources, Bruce Howe, made a formal commitment on behalf
of the federal government to contribute $7.2 million a year for
five years to the Canadian Centre for Magnetic Fusion. This
centre conducts research on nuclear fusion in Varennes, using a
test reactor called Tokamak.

This program funded equally by the federal government and
Hydro—Québec is part of concerted international action on
nuclear fusion, a process quite unlike conventional nuclear
fission that looks like a clean, safe and promising alternative
source of energy for the future.

Despite the representations made to the Minister of Natural
Resources by the President of Hydro—Québec, the government
decided to reduce its contribution by over $2 million.

I strongly deplore the government’s decision to save a little
money at the expense of a major research project in Quebec, a
province already shortchanged in federal research and develop-
ment funding.
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[English]

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

Mr. Randy White (Fraser Valley West): Mr. Speaker, let us
get the facts straight about the government’s compensation
report recently tabled in this House. It is business as usual.
Although the Conservatives started it, the Liberals could have
stopped it but did not. The initial cost of the report was $150,000
and has escalated to $200,000.

It recommended severance pay for all MPs even though many
have jobs to go to after their mandate. It recommended more
money for senators and it recommended a 37 per cent pay
increase for MPs. The Liberal Party suggests that MPs deserve a
raise because they work so hard.

Let us consider ourselves Corporation Canada and we are its
295 directors. Corporation Canada spends $160 billion a year
and loses $40 billion. Do MPs deserve this self-indulgence? No.
Balance the budget and we will talk about it.
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ETHANOL

Mr. Rex Crawford (Kent): Mr. Speaker, ethanol is the fuel of
the future available today. It is sustainable development, a boon
to agriculture, a 30 per cent reduction in harmful greenhouse
gases, a plus for the economy.

A $170 million ethanol plant was announced last week for my
riding. It will be world scale, 20 times larger than anything now
in Canada, competing head on with the U.S. and using half a
million tonnes of Canadian corn with an annual economic
impact in southern Ontario of over $125 million.

It is a win—win situation giving an economic boost to Cana-
dian agriculture while prolonging the life of oil reserves. The
monumental and historic ethanol plant in Chatham hinges on
one thing. I strongly urge the government to extend the current
excise tax exemption on ethanol fuels for over 10 years.

American states, Alberta—

[Translation)

IRVING WHALE

Mr. Patrick Gagnon (Bonaventure—Iiles—de-la—Made-
leine): Mr. Speaker, I want to mention the excellent work done
by the government, and in particular the Minister of Transport,
the hon. Douglas Young, regarding the case of the Irving Whale.
This ship, which has been called a time bomb for the environ-



