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The Address—Mr. Sinclair

(Text) Mr. Speaker, one of the most remark-
able developments of the present war has been
the joining of France and England into one
nation for all military and economic pur-
poses. Many prophecies have been made
regarding the outcome of this union after the
war. At the present time their imports are
for the use of both nations, their monetary
systems have been harmonized, custom bar-
riers have been adjusted. In short, the whole
economic life of the two nations has been
coordinated for the purpose of war. The
understanding between these two countri.es is
being observed in other spheres of activity.
Their literature is being fully exchanged and
the teaching and learning of each other’s
language has increased tremendously. ;[n
short, the union between the two countries
has been not only material, but also intellec-
tual and spiritual. What the outcome of
this union will be after the war, it is hard to
tell. Some observers have gone so far as to
prophesy the union of France and England
into one nation.

At a reception given at the Sorbonne to
Lord De La Warr, former president of the
Board of Education’ in the British govern-
ment, Monsieur Albert Sarraut, Minister of
Education in the government of France used
these words:

It is our intention to spread as much as
possible the - study and use of the English
language in France and vice versa. To speak
another language is not sufficient. We shall
teach France to the English people and England
to the French people. We aim to create such
a mutual understanding, that it shall not be
necessary any longer to interpret words which
will be understood immediately in their deepest
sense. When we have finished with war, we
hope that our children will be ready to help
us in the task of rebuilding the world, not
through the efforts of two people of different
ideas, but through those of one common
spiritual nation and one uniform -civilization.

Whatever changes are being made, it seems
certain that from the war will emerge a new
relationship between France and England
which will surely have its effects in future
history and which will serve as a symbol of
bonne entente for the other nations of the
world. If so, I feel that we, Canadians,
should rejoice at such an outcome and feel
a legitimate pride in that we have already
realized such a union.

In saying so, may I be permitted modestly
to point out that never before in the history
of our country has this union been more
complete than it is now and that it has
been under the leadership of two men whose
whole careers have been devoted to this
task, and who have for such a long time
cooperated in intimate friendship and colla-
boration. I refer to the Right Hon. the

Prime Minister (Mr. Mackenzie King) and
to the Right Hon. the Minister of Justice
(Mr. Lapointe).

(Translation) Mr. Speaker, I have the honour
to move, seconded by the lion. member for
Vancouver North (Mr. Sinclair) that the
following address be presented to His Excel-
lency the Administrator of the Government of
Canada:

May it please Your Excellency:

We, His Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal
subjects, the House of Commons of Canada,
in parliament assembled, beg leave to offer our
humble thanks to Your Excellency for the
gracious speech which Your Excellency has
addressed to both houses of parliament.

Mr. JAMES SINCLAIR (Vancouver
North) : Mr. Speaker, in rising to second the
resolution which has just been moved by the
hon. member for Lotbiniére (Mr. Hugues
Lapointe), I must confess that I have never
before been so aware of my own limitations
as after hearing his brilliant and eloquent
address. The right hon. Minister of Justice
(Mr. Ernest Lapointe), during his long and
distinguished career in Canadian public ser-
vice, has enjoyed many great personal
triumphs, but I know that none has ever
made him feel prouder or happier than he is
at this moment, after hearing his son so
ably begin what will undoubtedly be a
parliamentary career as long and successful
as that of his distinguished father.

May I offer to you, Mr. Speaker, my con-
gratulations upon your election by this honour-
able house to the distinguished position which
you now occupy. What little confidence I may
possess this afternoon is because of my con-
sciousness that I can seek shelter and sanctuary
in these somewhat strange surroundings under
the sway of your kindly Doric.

May I also, if indeed that be not temerity,
offer my sincere felicitations to the leader
of the opposition (Mr. Hanson) upon the
honour that his party has conferred upon him.
I am assured that his great gifts will be a
real asset to his party, to this parliament
and to our country.

May I in a special way thank the right
hon. the Prime Minister (Mr. Mackenzie
King) for the honour he has done my con-
stituents in Vancouver North in selecting me
to second the motion for an address in reply
to the speech from the throne. On their
behalf, too, may I congratulate him on becom-
ing Prime Minister for the fifth time. Four
years ago he was elected to office by the man-
date of the Canadian people, supported by
the greatest majority ever accorded to any
Canadian Prime Minister. To-day, after an
e.]ection fought solely on his administration
since that time, we find him returned to office
with a majority surpassing even that of 1935.



