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Mr. R, L. BORDEN. The Prime Minister
may possibly remember that when some
inquiry was made with regard to the
irregularities that bave taken place in
the elections throughout the Dominion,
the goverament at that time assented
to the proposai that co-unsel should be
applointed on .both sides to represenk, not
oniy one side of the question, but also to
briug forward and put into the bauds of
the commission any irregularities, any
frauds, of which there wýas information in
the possession of hon. gentlemen on either
side of the House. 80 far as the present
matter is concerned, it wouid appear that
there are two considerations. One is tbe
consideration of protecting the rîglits of the
haif-breeds ; the other is teie consideration
-of seeing that the public interests are pro-
tected in regard to ail transactions with the
Department of the Interlor. Now, as to
both of these features, I desire, as I pre-
sutue it must be the desire of the govern-
ment, to have a fair investigation and a fair
-consideration, but it is difficult to see bow
that can be accomplished unless the sugges-
tion of the hon. member for Toronto is adopt-
ýed. There sbouid be counsel in whose
bands information can be piaced in regard
to what bas been aiieged concerning the
haif-breeds, and aiso, as to the aiieged in-
tention of this gentleman andl those asso-
ciated with him to utilize this Order in
-CounclI for the purpose of acquiring profit
to themselves out of what was intended ex-
-clusively for the benefit of the haif-breeds.
I think my hon. friend. bas made a very
fair proposai, and I wouid be inciined to
thýink that the investigation couid not be
very thorough or satisfactory uniess some
ýsuch plan is adopted.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. I have oniy to
repent what I snid the other day, when the
hon. niember for North Toronto (Mr. Foster)
calIed the attention of the goverament to
it, that we have not yet taken the matterinto consideration. But I wiii think over the
suggestion, and perhaps on Monday, if the
hon, gentleman wili repent bis question, 1
can tell hlm what we will do.

Mr. POSTER. I wouid ask the Minister
of the Interior to facilitate as much as
possible the production of the papers asked
for. There bas been a lil of serious di-
mensions of late. I am not able to satisfy
my desîre for an examination so far as I
would like to.

Mr. OLIVER. AII rigbt.

INQUIRY FOR RETURN;

Mr. T. S. SPR-OULE. Before the Orders
of the Day are cailed, I moved for two re-
turas a whiie ago-one from the Depart-
meut 0f the Interior with regard to grazing
leases, and another showing the number of
empioyees in the civil service appoined
since 1896. Neither of these returns bave

been brought down. 1 worild like to know
if the goverument can give us any informa-
tion as to what rate of progress is being
made lu gettiug these out.

Hou. FRANK OLIVER (Minister of tbe
Interior.) In regard to the return of graz-
ing leases I arn compelied to say that the
return bas been ready for saine days and
that it is owiug to inattention on my part
that I am not able to lay it on the table of
tbe House to-day, but I cau assure my hon.
friend (Mr. Sprouie) that it wili be here on
Monday without fail.

Mr. SPIROULE. la regard to the other
I thiuk the right hou, leader of the goveru-
ment (Sir Wilfrid Laurier) took a note of
it a few days ago, but we have had no resait
since.

Sir WILFRIDLAURLIER. I arn sorry to
say that we bave flot.

PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT IN THE
NORTHWEST.

House la Committee on Bill (No. 69) to
estabiish and provîde for the goveriment of
the province of Alberta.-Sir Wllfrid Laur-
ier.

On section 2-British Nortb America
Act, 1867 to 1886, to apply.

Mr. MONK. I gave notice of an amend-
ment to this section on the 15th of the pres-
ent month. I wiii rend the proposed amend-
ment. It is proposed to add to clause 2 of
the Bill the following paragraph:

Elther the Engiish or the French language
may be used by auy person in the debates of
the legisiative assembly of the province and ln
the proceedings of the courts, and both these
languages shall be used in the records and
journJils of such assembly and ail laws made by
the legisiature shahl be printed Iu both ian-
guages: provided, however, that the said legis-
lative assembly mnay by law or otherwise regu-
lat.e its proceeýdings and -the nianner of record-
ing and publishing the same and the regulatiýons
so ýmade shall be embodied in a proclamation
which shall be fortbwith made and published
by the Lieutenant Governor la conformuity of
the law and thereafter shah bhave full force and
effect.

The ubject of this motion, Mr. Chairman,
is not, as some have supposed, to attempt
to introduce the dual language into these
two uew provinces. Nor is it an attempt
to force tbe French language upon the two
uew provinces. To descrîbe the amendment
ln that way is a very Incorrect proceeding.
lt is sougbt, on the contrary, by this amiBnd-
ment to maintain the constitutionai pro-
vision la the iaw of the Northwest Terri-
tories which bas always existed fromn tume
immemoriai and it 18 also sougbt to secure
the maintenance of the solema agreemaent
whict was entered into when Rupert'8
Land was incorporated into and became a
part of the Dominion 0f Canada. I wouid
like to cail the attention of the comiîttee,
be-cause I would like to be as brief as p05-
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