
To that commnunication I reeeived from Mr, Moffat, the *United Sta.tes

nister to Canada, the f ollowing reply:

Legation of the United States of America

OTTAWA, Mareh 10, 1941

I lest no0 time in bringinig to the attention of my government your nlote

March 5 in regard to the St. Lawrence waterway negotiations. In view

the importance of the question you raised, the matter was laid before the

,sident, and 1 have been Instructed by way of reply, to tran~smit the fol-

ving personal message froin him to yQU-

The remainder of this communication is in quotations; it la the mesge
>imP.resident Roosevelt:

"I have given careful consideration to your recent request that in view

the growing intensity of current war operations and the apprehension over

rils whieli may have to be f aced in the near future, the government~ of the
,iited States review the St. Lawrence project and give you aninmdicto of

; views as to whether, in the existing circumstances, thls project as out-

ied in the State Department's proposais of 1936 and 1938 should now be
oceeded with.

"May 1 say at the outset that I am aware of Canada's increasing war

fort and I readily agree that it must have first call upon your country's

sources and man-power. 1 also agree that in view of the existing situation

e Most careful examnination of any proposed expenditure is uecessary from

ýe roint of view of the public need and ini the light of defence requirements.


