Considering the importance of fishing for highly migratory fish stocks
as a source of food, employment and economic benefits for the populations of
the Parties and that conservation and management measures must address those
needs and take into account the economic and social impacts of those measures;

Taking into account the special circumstances and requirements of the
developing countries of the region, particularly the coastal countries, in order to
achieve the objective of the Convention;

Recognizing the significant efforts and the outstanding achievements
of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission, as well as the importance of
its work in the tuna fisheries in the Eastern Pacific Ocean;

Desirous to benefit from the experiences derived from the
implementation of the 1949 Convention;

Reaffirming that multilateral cooperation constitutes the most effective
means for achieving the objectives of conservation and sustainable use of living
marine resources;

Committed to ensuring the long-term conservation and the sustainable
use of fish stocks covered by this Convention;

Convinced that the aforementioned objectives and the strengthening of
the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission can best be achieved through
bringing up to date the provisions of the 1949 Convention between the United
States of America and the Republic of Costa Rica for the establishment of an
Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission;

Have agreed as follows:



