
27. It is absolutely essential to recognize that Africa's rural women are food
producers, entrepreneurs and food managers as well as mothers. Their first
obligation to their familles is to provide enough food. Most rural women achieve
this through a combination of farmn production and enterprises based on value
added processing businesses and trades of their agricultural products. New
partnerships that aim to deliver benefits and effectively assist African women will
need to promote and implemnent policies and strategies that:

" Support womens agriculture production practice and recognize the food
production and income earning roles of rural womnen;

* Increase womnen's access to land, to technology (mhat is appropniate for
womnen's production and processing), to technical training, to micro-business
training and to credit for enterprise development;

" Mainstream gender considerations into the programs of research institutes
and into the training and extension services delivered by Departments of
Agriculture and NGOs;

" Recognize the impact that HIV/AIDS is having on the labour supply for food
crop production, especially the activities of women producers, and promote
technical and labour saving strategies that mitigate the effects of this
constraint on food crop and other food security efforts of rural households.

28. Canada should increase dramnatically the total amount of foreign aid it gives
worldwide and in particular to Africa.

29. Canada should work towards fundamental changes in the World Bank/IMF such


