(C.W.B. April 7, 1965)

VISIT OF REFUGEE COMMISSIONER

The United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, Mr. Felix Schnyder, paid a courtesy visit
to Ottawa from March 31 to April 2. Mr, Schnyder,
who assumed his present duties in 1961, had made
similar visits in 1961, 1962 and 1963 in order to
exchange views with Canadian officials on the work
of his Office, on various international refugee prob-
lems, and on the contribution Canada could make
towards their solution,

AN AWARD AND A GIFT

During his visit, Mr. Schnyder was presented by
Canada’s Secretary of State for External Affairs,
Mr. Paul Martin, with the Medal for International
Co-operation Year. Mr, Schnyder presented to Mr.
Martin a special album of records entitled “Inter-
national Piano Festival’’, consisting of classical
compositions performed Dby such world-renowned
pianists as Byron Janis, Wilhelm Kempff and Alex-
ander Brailowsky. This was the second such album

issued by the UNHCR in aid of its programme of

assistance to refugees.

CANADIAN CONTRIBUTIONS TO REFUGEE AID
Canada, one of the main supporters of the refugee

programme, has in recent years, contributed $290,000

annually to the UNHCR budget, which is financed
through voluntary contributions from member states
and non-governmental agencies. Since the Second

World War, Canada has taken in over 300,000 ref-
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million to the Office. Canada is also a member 0

ugees, and since 1951 has contributed over §

the Executive Committee that provides guidance ¢
the High Commissioner in the fulfillment of hif]
duties, ‘
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RCN FRIGATES RETIRED

Four Second World War frigates of the Atlant’
Command of the Royal Canadian Navy will be take!
out of Service this spring and turned over to Crow!
Assets Disposal Corporation,

The ships, ‘“La Hulloise”, ‘‘Outremont’’, “Inch

Arran’’ and ‘‘Cap de la Madeleine’’, all more that |

20 years old, have become uneconomical to keep i
service, since extensive refitting would be requir
to give them an acceptable operational capacity:
All but the ‘Outremont’”’ are now in reserve
Halifax.

While the withdrawl of the four frigates wil
reduce the number of ships in the Atlantic fleel
the Navy’s anti-submarine capability has been i
creased significantly with the addition of new ant
re-equipped ships in the past year. This imprové
ment will continue as further destroyer escort®
converted to carry hellicopters, come into service,
be followed later by four helicopter-destroyers an!
two operational support ships to be built as part o
the Government’s five-year re-equipment programn’
for the Forces.
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