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something between.a quarter.and:a third of our
total:national:income. .Incidentally, .I-may. add
that your-industry -is one which makes:a.very:

important: contribution. to.that trade: Exports ‘

‘of wood,* wood:products' and paper:é-: that isto,

say, including:all:branches of: the forest ',

-products industry:- ‘répresent: the largest. .

‘gingle categoryin- the. published. statisties |,
. Canada can-supply -large .quantities ofsthe most "

.and;amounted: to.$886 million during. the .year
1947 .or: 32% of.ouretotal iexports, of ‘Canadian
produce. - s}

PECULIAR PATTERN OF TRADE

Qur interest.in aprospercus.world,~however, -
‘arises:not-solely from the huge size of our.
external : trade butialso -from:the peculiar.
.pattern’ of -that;trade. As.everyone knows, we .
-do . not, buy, largely from: the countries: to:vhich -

‘we sell mos$t and-we-do not sell largelyrto the . .

countries from:which we buy.most.This is:the.
"so-called": triangular:pattem. of our; extemal
‘trade: to which reference iz so.often. made .
Canada. therefore does:not:fit. into. elther the
-dollar:group 'of ‘countries:or’the ‘non-dollar
:group of:countries.;:To- make the,best: usepof
our-resources ‘we .are;bound: to: Se.“. more- to
_overseas countries: than' we buy. from: them: and, .

to buy more  from:the United States ‘than. we ,;
sell ;to that country..Itis:therefore essential.,.
“for olirinational well-being: that. we- should: be .-

able.to:convert: the currencies: denved from—'-

our-.oversgeas. surplus -into ~Un1ted States.dol-. -

lars: 1Convert1b111ty will enly come, however;.
‘when:the overseas -countries whose economies

weresseriously. impaired-as a résult of. thewar o
have. restored; their output:ands: their.pzo-. .

“ductivity:ito the: point: where“they can,; balance
their intemational:accounts, out ofxthelr own
exports_and other: foreign:.eamings.

The chief. purpose of our contrlbutlon has~“

‘therefore been:to: enable our overseas cus- -
tomers to ~resume mutually.profitable:trade
-with.us on.a cash:basis.’ We had hoped, that
‘before now; there would haveibeen a suffcheqt
measure:of- recovery to:enable European: coun-,

tries: to export enough:goods to:ease- ‘their -

:dollarrshortage Unfortunately,,due to -a.
considerable: extent to: the unprecedentedly- bad
.wintef:of-1946+47, | the: serious: crop-failure:in
.Burope- last; summer, rand, to put it mildly, the .
unco-opergtive: attitude. of Ruksia; these hopes
‘have: beeq disappointed.- Instead the dollar-
:shortage has:grown progresslvely more acute.

" and has spread. to practically’ the whole world, -
.But ‘we need . not take a .
_pessimistic,view. of -the ! out{look for Européan. -

including- Canada.;

recovery.. Recent unfavorable developme.nts mask .

-a considerable: measure of real,progress towards -

‘high levels of: production. » .
‘We may, take -heart-also: from the enl1ghtened :

and: farsreaching Buropean Recovery-Plan’which -

the United States. Government has: evolved and .

‘which is now before: the Congress: for- constder- ;

ation. “The: detalls ofithe Plan may- be mod—‘,

ified and time may elapse: befdre. Europe wxll A

begin to benefit:from its.operations. :But

S - oy

“(C. W.B. February-13, 1948) -

it is now generally believed that the Plan in
;somerform will:be.accepted by Congress.: It
would not: be: appropriate-for me:to indicate:at.
.this .tifé how Canada willy fit into this: “Bu- -
ropean: Recovery: Plan It does.seem o .me;
however, : that: the position is:something like
this. Europe needs: goods’, Somecne: must: produce
them- and . someone- must«,pay the producers.

esséntial” goods, :like wheat and other- food- .,
stuffs, metals, : lumber: and machmery -In: the

“past we have done our full share in helping

our Furopean customers:to pay: for these:re-
qulrements which are- ‘essential to. their re-
construction. On the basis of: this past: record,

T am conf1dent that -we:will be prepared- to-s

“continue to help- within our ‘capacity; to'do 'so.
However, 'we have.now our own: ‘dollar, problem
and-consequently -there are:very: ‘real and.
‘imnediate limitations:upon:the- f1nanc1al

assistange which we can provide..If we:go:too .

far, iwe will: find ourselves: unable to pay for .
_the thlngs 'we must have: from the United States
tokeép our economy rumning in order. to supply
our-own needs andto produce:the- things: that .

" “Europe must have: from" this’ country. One: th];ng

is'clear, Canada“ will play an: 1mportant role’’
in‘ the European Retovery Programme:as'a major

‘source. of supply of essential: foodstuffs,('-

‘matetials.and:equipment. Beyond: that our

assistance »in-one way’ or another. must .inev- |

ltably be-limited:iby our.capacity.

’

'FORWARD!LOOKING POLICY ™ . '
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In our international- deaangs we have

followed a. courageous,: forward-looking poh.c:y
In my judgment’ that policy will pay" dividends. -
We : ourselves are now facing: drfflcultms as'a
result of the: wel l-nigh; universal’ shortage of
dollars;" but we have.taken vigorous:steps: to.
solve . these difficulties. Some.of our.new
‘measures are:restrictive: and:none . of:us wish,

to.'see them in operation a’ day longer: than .
‘necessary.:Bat the emphasxs in.our:programme .

is.upon its constructive:aspects, upen’ the_
long run measures'we are:taking to’increase’
onft: exchange reserves by’ developlng here:a
more vigorous: ‘and-dynamic:economy, and:by
increasing- our exports:to:the:dollar-area: I
‘am happy to say:that:the programme: wh:.ch was

put.into effect.only a little over two: months...
‘ago-is;already” beginning: to- be:effective. As I -

exp1a1ned to . the ‘House | of Commons the, other
‘day,. we had: expected our ‘regerves .o fall: ‘from .
‘the leveliof aboyt-$500 million:at: ‘which: they’

-stood,at: the middle of November .to. something |
Like- $400 million’, Instead,  they dropped:to a.
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low’ point: of $461° fndllon on December’ 17th-and

‘have. since been: rising;, 01 January 29th: they, |

dmounted tq. approximate ly«$514 million. While
‘vie’ “know that ome swallow does not make a sum-

‘Teserves, 'nevertheless the’ early fi- .
l1-results:of the, programme haye' been,
dLstinc tly" encouraging.. .FEven more: ‘encouraging,
L belleve has been: the co-operation;Teceived ,
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metand vhile: we. expect: to 'see: fluctuations: in - ‘
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. from the business community. My colleague, the

Minister of Reconstruction.and Supply, and I'.
have already seen many instances of the will- -

ingness and’capacity of Canadlan businesses to
adapt:themselves to new situations:and in
partlcular their ability:to find outlets: for.
their products in the United States and other
dollar countries.

With- this smr:.t of co- operatlon ‘with: this
adaptab111ty on the part of Canadian business,.
we can shorten the period- durlng which' the
restrictions have:te remain in effect. Given
time, I am confldent that we will:be. able -to
build an economy which will make the:maximum,
efficient use of our resources -and be' less'
subject than in the past: to: the dangers of the
triangular pattern of trade:to which:1I have
referred. :

BOMB DISPOSAL -BUREAUX
DANGER OF WAR SOUVENIRS: -Bomb- dlsposal bu-

reaux. for the collection and: disposal of dan-
gerous war souvenirs have been.formed: and put
into operatlon at:both Fastern: -and Prairie
Commands, Army Headquarters: announce . The move

‘is:an effort on. the part of: the Amy to reduce

the number of seriocus personal injuries to.
civilians resulting from the.explosion of
supposedly "safe" trophies:brought back: from

.overseas, many of which are still defmltely

dangerous.

In Winnipeg, an NCO of. the Royal Canadian

Engineers Administration and Training-staff,
thoroughly experienced in. the handling of’

explosives, answers all calls: for assistance.
His- telephone number for use by day and:the
telephone number of the Fort Osborne-duty

officer for rught have been. publlshed in: the

Winnipeg papers, .together with a-write-up of
thé functions of ‘the bureau: and pictures of

" common types of grenades and mortar bombs.

Sigce the organization of the bureau, there
hzve been a number of calls-from peoPle who'
were harbourl.ng dangerous war souvenirs.

In Eastern Command, " §imilar bureaux have.
been: formed in Halifax, N.S. Frederlcton
and are staffedV
and ready at all times to- handle-calls: from
the public. “The names, addresses and telephone
numbers of personnél operating these bureaux
have:been published in Maritime newspapers:and
the public:advised:to make full use of the

‘service.
Many soldters brought- back souvenirs: from -

overseas.that aré still dangerous and likely
to explode, -causing serious accidents. It is

not the mtentlon of m111tary officials to

frighten peéple, but it has come to.their
attention that many apparently harmless-looking

_ grenades and bombs are in:the hands of civil-

ians and- endangerlng their-lives. Serious
injuries have-been caused through children
playing with them. '

It is felt that these bomb disposal bureaux

(C.W:B. Februsry 13, rg48)

are an essential service to- the 'public and
present plans:are to establish them in all
service commands across Canada.

WARTIME :BRIDGE FOR SALE: Component parts,
accessories and.erecting: equipment for'a sec-
.tiongl, floating bridge used in:the wartime
training of Canadian army:engibeers, is" for
disposal by War Assets Corporation: through the '

_Vancouver Branch Sales office:at Sea Island.

Known .as . the Inglis Mk. III (Army), the .
brldge was builtin Cahada according.to:English
speci f).catlons, it is manufactured in 12 feet
‘sections:easily: adapted to wide and narrow
streams. Of: tubilar ﬂ;teel deslgn with" inter-

- locking parts, . the brldge has a-length of 120

feet, being: the maximum practical 'to’ wi thetand
pressure. from heavy currents. and ice. A truck
oricar can: comfortably:éross the 12:foot road-
way; the 25-foot overall width provides: for a

'pedestrian walk on:each side. Record time: for

erecting the bridge is ‘said:to:be 24 hours.
when- completed load capac1ty is 12 tons,

%L&LS_ZERLC%EA_‘_ The ‘Secretary” of- Sta'te
or External Affairshas announced the appoint-

ment of Charles P. Hébert as Canadian MinisteT
in Cuba. He succeeds Fmile: Valllancourt who
was: appointed Canadian Minister. in Yugoslav1a
Mr." Hébert recently: returmed- from Havana - where
he was Canadian:Pelegate: to: the Intemational
Trade and: Employment Organization Conference.
Mr. Hébert-was‘educated: at-Mount St. Louis
Colleglate ‘and: at McGill University, Montreal,
and New College Oxford He:was.a member of
the Canadian: Tartff Board: and a Commlssxoner
on. the Trade ‘and Industry Commissien.  He:was

‘later on- the staff of Wartime Prlces and Trade

BOard

Dur:.ng the War he served as: an off1cer in
the Fusiliers Mont Royal in Iceland, the thited
Kingdom, Sieily, Italy:and Northwest Europe.
He was appomted Military Attaché’tb-the Cana-

“dian Missions in| Brussels:and: The Hague -After

his 'retum: to Canada he was appomted Counsel-
Tor at the Canadian- Embassy in Washington, and

'].ater was in: the- Economic Division of the

Department of External Affairs. Mr Hébert'is
married. "

He will proceed to his: new post at: the. end :
of February .
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RAILWAY REVENUES: Operating revenues of the

prmc1pal Canadian railways were $66,595;241
in November, ~an- increase of nearly $1;804,000
or 2:8 per cent.over. the same month of 1946,
Improvement in freight revenues.at $53; 523,403
compared :with $51,291,608 accounted: for: the
advance, while passenger-revenues were off
$845:742 or 12.8° per-cent: from November 1946
at $5,784,574, Freight revenua was the largest

‘eamed in NeovembeT.
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