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PECULIAR 'PATTERN :OF TRADE 

Or  interest in a prosperous, worldrhowever, 
arises :not : solely . from the . .hugéoe' a i Z"e •  f (Air '- 
external,: trade • but ,. al so.,:-•from : ,the 
pattern of -that:tra.cle. As.: everyone knows, we 
do not:,  buy, largely from: the •oonnt-ries ,, to which 
we :sell . moSt and- we.--do not sell ,l.argely to' t.he 
coun,tries from, which . we buy,..most. 1bi isthe 
".so»,called" triangulanpattern of our extetpal 
trade . to which reference is so .o,ften. •.m.ade". • 
Cahada therefore doe's:not: fit into either the 
do' 1 lar group . ' o '.CPuntries : o r! the ''.-nen,dollar 
group cif : count ri e s To • rnak e-: the.best- -  
our -resources , w.e.,,are bound: to:, se-I. I' more- .to 
overseas :countries than w,e buy from them and, 
to bay more:: from  the  United , States  :than. we 
sello that country...It isttherefore" essential• 
for oùr_ ina tional• Weil-being that 	sh;ouldi be 

e to .t convert- rthe Cur renci e de ri yecl 
ourov'erseas .surplus -into •:„United • States; dol- 

Converti bi ty wilt only coMe, however,. 
whenH the overseas ..countriei -  whose economieS 
were:seriously impaired. aa• a result, of. the,war, 
hav e:. re,stored„.  the ,putpti t : and:  their pro - 
ductiVity ;to ..the poin t wh'erebey . qpn 64. apc,é 
their intern' acCounts,oùt of their own . 
expo‘rtsind other ,  foreign eatn irigs,. • ' 	. 

The chief. purpHose 	contribtiti.on , 
 therefore-been '.to:,  enable. our overseas ru.S- 

tomers 'tp :-resume mutually' profitable.: trade, 
with . us on a- cash . : basis.: ,We had hoped, that, 
before/now; there would have been a sufficient . 	. 
measure:of recovery to enable European ..cotin.,, - 
tries : té,,'export enough:, goods to : ease their 
do II a r: t shortage . Un for tuna .  tely , , -.due to •-a 
considerable: extent to the •,unprecedeptedly- had 
winter o 	 the serious: crop :-,failure 
Europe  last: summer, :  and, , to put it mildly, thé 7 

unco.-operati.f,ve: attitude  o f 	„ these hopes  • 
have : been LdisapPointed.-_: Ina tead ; the do.l7lar.-
shortage has grown progresiv,ely more acnte 
and has spread to practiOally;_the,whee. 
including..Canada.i :But' .we ne:ed .riojt t,ake.;a :  , 
pessimistioviev,■ „o.f  the :otitlook ;  for Eurcipean, 
reço'Very., -kecep t 	favo rableslevelopmere ts: mg slç 

. a considerable measure' of real rprogress tOwa' rds , 
•high levels of produCtion. 	..• 

'We may take :heart also frOm, the  enlightened, , 
and.,  far+,  reachin g:,F.uropean ;Recovery.-  Plan'swhiCh 
the United. States_ Government-has evolved,, 
which is now before. the Congress: for consider-
a tion . The de tai le. of: the Plan may be. MOd --- 
ified, and time rnay "elapSé ,  be fdre,. Europe 
begin, tO benefit : from its opera tions.»,:But 

•  

it is now generally believed that the Plan in 

: some rfo rm wi II , be. accepted : by, Congress. , I t - 
would  no  be: appropriate for m,eo indicate: at:„, 
this .tinlé hoW  Canada will fLt into thii-Eu-
rope an. Re co very • Plan. , 	do es :seem ,tcr .71e; 
however, : that:the  position is  something like 
this  Europe  needs- goôda.., Someone must prodrice 
them and Someone:ens p ay . the.. p rodnce rs, 
Canada . can • supply large -quantities o f the most 
essenttal goeds» ,  ike wheat. and .o ther food:, 
stuffs, metals, : lumber, and machinery' - In: the 
past we .haVe done our full share in helping 
our European customers : to pay • for these: re-
-,quireinents. which are -essential. to their re-
cOnstrtic don Cri - "the bakis of. this past. record, 

1  am  con fident that - we . will be p reparéd •to  
continue  to hèlp, within Ourdapati ty to do -so 
HIM/ever , we have,now our own . do 11 ar problen • , . 
and--C-onsequently there are very real': and..., 
irninediate limitations :upon: the-: fin'ancial 
aSsistance 'which • we can provide.: . I f • we go too - 
far, we  will: find ourselves unable to pay for 
the things•'we must have; from  the United States 
to -,,keep Our economy running in order. to 'Supply ,  ` 
our- own-needs and to p rockice :the- things: that 
Europe • must have from this, court try: . One: thin g' 
is clear, Canada 	play an: important': role • 
in  the • European ReCovery, Pro gramme as :  'maj  or 

 sourée. o f; supp .o f' essential foods' tuffs „ 
ma.teri a 1 s . and -,equ iprnen t . Beyond that . our 
assistance -.in- one: way , or another. must •.ine -v•+ 
tably ,be -  I imited ;.by our , caPaCity. 	- 	; 

 
•

. 
:FORWARDILOOKING POLICY - 

• . 	. 	 , 	. 
In  our international • dealings we have 

f11oeda.. courageOus, forward400king policy:: • 
th my judgment' that 'pOlicY: will Pay: dividends, . 4 

 We:ourseIvesarenow • facing. dif fiCulties; as • a 
res:ult of ,the . .w,elltnigh universal : shortage: of, 

: hut We nave. taken vigorous: steps.; to„.1. 
solve . these difficulties, Some f 'our.:new 
measUres'  are  restrictive,: and . none of: us  wish, 

to. 'see them in Ope ration • a day • lop ge,r.: than 
:necessary.- But  the emphasi,s in our ..programme , 
is )4pori. its constructive = aspects, Ppo.h _the 

• long run measures we arel_ta,king 'to.. increa •e . 
 our,  exëhange reserves by clevelOpin.g here:a 

more vigoroéis' .  and 'dyhamic ecOnomY, and by 
increasing-our exports: to ,..the:,dollar• area:. I 
am happy to say tha t the prOgramme Which : was , _ 	. 	. 
put into • effect:only: a- little; over. tvto months... 
: ago- is, already ..beginnin g: tobe : e ffe,ctive. 'Ai I • 
•explained tp. the • eau.  se ,‘o COnnon the:other 
day, 	had:expected.. otir "reSerVesi.to. faILfrom 
the'level of  about - $500 'million 4f:which. they 
Stood t thé middle of NOvem-  ber .to something I 
like,  $400 mitlion;.,,,.:iristead,:: they dropped'. to a. , 
low  point o f• $461 million  on December 17th  and  
have  siAce, been rising; On:January .  29th: they 
amounted toi approxiinately .,$514 .  million. White . 

 : - : ;know the' t one, swallow,: does  no  t make a sim-
mer arid vhile: we expect: t'o 'see: fluctuations in 

 thesereserves !never theless,, the earlY. fi- _ 
harici a 1 . re su Its:of : the, 'pro gramme have • be'en. 
. di:Stine tly encouraging.. , ,Even more:'encouraging, 
I.  helieve has.; been , the. co 7 operation:.r'eceived 

from the business community. My col leagtie , the 
Minister of Reconstruction and Supply, and I 
have already seen many ins tances of the will-
ingness and capacity of Canadian businesses to 
adapt themselves to new situations and in 
particular their ability to find outlets- for, 
their products in the United States and other 
dollar countries. •• - 

With thi's spirit of co-operation, with this 
adaptability on the part of Canadian  business, 
we can shorten the period during which,' the 
restrictions have to remain in effect. Given 
time, I am confident that we will .be able to 
build an economy which -  wilt make the. maximum, 
efficient use of our resources and be' less 
subject than in the past to the dangers of the 
triangular pattern of, trade: to which. I have 
referred. 

. 	. 
'BOMB DISPOSAL .BUREAUX • 

DANGER OF WAR SOUVENIRS:  Bomb disposal bu-
reaux for the collection and di•sposa 1 of dan-
gerous war souvenirs have been. formed : and „put 
into operation at-both Eastern and Prairie 
Commands, Army Headquarters announce.' The move 
is. an effort on thé part of. the Army to reduce 
the number of serious personal injuries to,. 
civilians.  resulting from the .explosion of 
suPoosedly "sàfe. trophies brought back from 
overseas, many of which are stil 1. definitely 
dangerous. 

In Winnipeg, an NCO of the 'Royal Canadian 
Engineers Administration and . Training. s ta, ff, • 
thoroughly experienced in :the •handling of 
explosives, answers all calls. for assistance, 
His • telephone number for use by daY and the 
telephone .number  of the Fort  Osborne • dpty 
officer for night have been published in. the 
Winnipeg papers, together with a • wri te-up Of 
the functions of  the  bureau and pictures of 
cemmon types' of grenad'es arid mortar bombs. 
ince the organiza tion of the bureau, there 

have been a number  of  calls from people who' 
were harbouring dangeroUS war souvenirs.. 

In Eastern  Command, similar bureaux  have 
 been • formed' in 'Hal ifax • N. S. , Fredericton, 

NB.,  and Cha rlo tietown, 'P. ,• and are staffed 
•and  ready at all times to handle- calls from 
the public.  The names, addresses and telephone 
numbers of personnel operating these bureaux 
have been published in Maritime newspapers- and 
the public.advised to make full use of  the 
service . 

Many soldiers , brought back souvenirs. from 
overseas. that are still dangerous and. likely 
to explode, • causing serious accidents ..  1»t  is 
not  thé intention 'of military officials' to 
frighten pe6P1e,  but it  has come to thei'r 
attention that many apparently harmless-looking 
grenades and bombs are in the hands of civil-
ians and endangering their • lives. Serious 
injuries have. been caused through children 
playing with them. ' 

It is felt that these bomb disposal bureaux 
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are an essential service to the 'public and 
present plans are to establish them in all 
service commands across Canada. 

WARTIME iBRIDGE FOR SALE:  CoMponent parts, 
accessories and erecting. equipment for: a sec-
tional., floating bridge used in. the wartime 
tiaining of Canadian army: engineers, is - for 
dispesal by War Assets C.orporation. through the 

,VancouVer Branch .  Sales office: at Sea Island. 
Kno`v,zn as thé Inglis Mk . III (Army) , • the 

bridge v`.;as EutitinCanada according..to; Ei)glish 
speci fiCations; it is manufactured in 12 feet 
sections easi ty adapted' to wick and narrow 
streams. Ofu!btliar tiSteel design.with'inter-
locking parts, the bridge has- a length of 120 
feet, being  the maximum practical: to withstand 
pressure. from heavy currents and ice. A'truck 
or car' can. comfortably_droù the  12-foot  road-
way; the  25-foot  overall width provides  for a 
pedestrian walk  on  each side. Record time for 
erecting the bridge is 'sa id :,tO be 24 hours; 
when completed load capacity is 12 tons,<", 

, 

biln STEM TO CULiA:  Ti'e - Secretary' of • Ste te 
for External Affairs has announced the appoint-
ment of Charles P. Hébert as Canadian Minister 
in Cuba. He succeeds .Émile Vaillancourt who 
was, appointed Canadian Minister, in ).,kugoslavià. 
Mr. • Hébert recently returned • from-  Havana - where 
he Was Çîanadian Del égate to the International 
Trade:and:Employment Organization Conference. 

Hébert- was: edneatecl; at•Mount St. Louis 
Collegiate and at McGill UniVersity, . Montreal , 
and  New  College, OXfor,d. He vLas  ...a member of 
the Canadian Tari f f Bea id and a Commissioner 
on the 'Trade and Industry Commission. He was 
later' on the  staff of Wàrtime Prices and Tra'de 
Board.: 

Dnring: thé War he served as an: offiêer in 
the Fusiliers Mont  Royal in Iceland, the United 
Kingdom, Sicily, I talY! and Northwest Europe. 
He waS appointed Military Attaeheto . the, Cana-
dian  Missions irt. Brussels. and The  Hague.- After 
his return: to Canada he:was appointed Chunsel-
tor at the Canadian • Embassy in Washington, and 
fa ter was in the Economic Division Of the 
Department of Exterrig I .Àf fairs'. Mr. Hébert is 
married. ' 

He will proceed • to his new post at the end 
of February.. 

RAILWAY REVENUES:  Operating' revenues  of the 
principal Canadian railways were $66, 595,241 
in November, an increase of nearly $1,804,000 
or 2.8 per cent over. the same month of 1946. 
Improvement in frei ght • revenues. at $53, 523,403 
compared with $51,29 1,608 accounted . for: the 
advance, while passenger revenues were off 
$845,742 or 12.8 "per' cent . from November 1946 
at  $5;784,574.  Freight revenue was the largest 
'earned in Novembir. • ; 

something: between. a quarter and: a thi rd o f our 
totaUnational,income. Incidentally, :.I may, add, : 
that your -.industry-is One . which • makes ,: a . very 
important: contribution to that „trade -. :Expor ts ,,-- 
of .  wood, Wood :p rodtic ts . and paper 	that its.,  to 
say, including:all:branches of:the forest 
products industry :47 ;represent : the • largest. 
single category ;'in : the published • statistics 
and  aril oùnted : to . 5886 . :  mil  I ion dUring. the :year , 
1947 or 32% o our.,  total. f•expo rts ,of :Canadian 
produce. 


