
August 6, 1998

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy
Minister of Foreign Aiffairs
House of Commons, Ottawa

Hon. Ron Duhamel
Secretary of State for Western Economic Diversification
House of Commons, Ottawa

Dear Ministers:

Earller this year, you asked a group of us to serve as a task force and issued the
challenge to consider the public policy and business aspects of the Mid-Continent
International Trade Corridor.

This report constitutes our advice on what the Govemment of Canada and other
stakeholders coulci do to advance this country's participation in economic development
across the center of the North American continent. The future of Manitoba and Winnipeg
in particular are dosely tied to our abllity to work together to build an effective and efficient
regional trade corridor.

The focus of our attention has heen on international trade and economic expansion
opportunites, and on the transportation system and services needed to support and take


