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Conflicts in South Asia

South Asia' has had a history of violent conflicts since the end of British mile during the late

1940s. The most damaging conflict in the region is between India and Pakistan. As these

countnies account for most of the milita>' expenditure in the region, this paper is largely

confined to the conflict between India and Pakistan. However, China has an important bearing on

the defence policies of South Asian countries (especially those of India). This bas been taken into

account in the paper.

The conflict between India and Pakistan bas its genesis in the creation of the two

countries. The partition of British India on religious grounds (Hindu-Muslim) ini 1947 to create

fh- i--éln cf1ý ýfTr1;nA PnkiQtqin wnr necnminanied bv massive sectarian violence.
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