questions as to how that common policy is to be reached, or enforced,
such a conception runs counter to the establishment of effective world
security, and therefore is opposed to the true interests of the Com-
monwealth itself.

We are certainly determined to see the closest collaboration con-
tinue between Canada, the United Kingdom. and other Common-
wealth countries. Nothing that I am saying should be construed
as supporting any other view than this. Collaboration inside the
British Commonwealth has, and will eontinue to have, a special degree
of intimaey. When, however, it comes to dealing with the great issues
which determine peace or war, prosperity or depression, it must not,
in aim or method, be exclusive. In meeting world issues of security,
employment and social standards we must join not only with Com-
monwealth countries but with all likeminded states, if our purposes ’

" and ideals are to prevail. Our commitments on these great issues

must be part of a general scheme, Whether they be on a world basis
or regional in nature.

We look forward, therefore, to close collaboration in the interests
of peace not only inside the British Commonwealth, but also with

all friendly nations, small as well as great.

3. From an address to members of both Houses of the Parliament
of the United Kingdom, London, May 11, 1944

Like the nations of which it is ecomposed, the British Common-

~ wealth has within itself a spirit which is not exclusive, but the

opposite of exclusive. Therein lies its strength. That spirit expresses
itself in co-operation. Therein lies the secret of its unity. Co-opera-
tion is capable of indefinite expansion. Therein lies the hope of the
future.

It is of the utmost importanee to the Commonwealth that there
should continue to be the greatest possible co-operation among its
members. In like manner it is, I believe, of the utmost importance
to the future of mankind that, after the war, there should be the
greatest possible co-operation among the nations of the world. ‘

Our wartime co-operation is not the product of formal institu-
tional unity; it is the result of agreement upon policies of benefit to
all. Moreover, they are policies that make an appeal “to all sorts of
men in all sorts of countries,” provided only they are men of good
will,

If, at the close of hostilities, the strength and unity of the
Commonwealth are to be maintained, those ends will be achieved not
by policies which are exclusive, but by policies which can be shared
with other nations. I am firmly eonvinced that the way to maintain
our unity is to base that unity upon prineciples which can be extended
to all nations. I am equally sure that the only way to maintain world
unity is to base it upon principles that can be universally applied.

The war has surely convineced all nations, from the smallest to
the greatest, that there is no national security to be found in the
isolation of any nation or group of nations. The future security of
peace-loving nations will depend upon the extent and effectiveness
of international co-operation.




