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or thrqugh‘euts in ration distrtbdtion;:"‘
(b) | the conc]usion;that the Government of Bangladesh is taking positiVe.

steps to imbrdve‘the usage of foodgratns and that_Canadiah food aid

can help those Government programs which result in such improved'

usage as well aé”in:meeting general developmental objectives.

On this basis Canada shbu]d cOntinue.itstdiscussions with the Goverhment
of Bang]adesh, a]ong the 11nes taken at the Aid Group Meet1ng, to encourage
a reduction in leakages of locally grown rice, to increase local procurement
of rice and to direct more foodgra1ns to the poorer e]ements of SOC1ety, We
should also encourage other. donors to support these 1n1t1at1ves : Canada
shou]d take spec1a1 steps to ensure that the foodgra1n deliveries are timed to
meet demand. Th1s, together with increased Tocal procurement, will help

stabilize food prices ahd help reducebstarvation.during emergencies.

FOOD CONFERENCE

‘While Canadian food aid 15 a major contr1but1on towards helping reduce
the crisis s1tuat1on fac1ng the people of the hunqry nat1ons, food a1d a]one
is not enough to combat the 1ong term prob]ems that 1nev1tab]y face the
international community. The urgency of the short-term crises created by
the rapidly deterioratthg w0r1d:food situation must hot.overshadow the
need to start immediately the bhi]ding of a framework to overcome the spectre
of 1ohg-term food shoftages.

Toward thts:end; in addition to the aforementioned pledges of food
aid, Canada was an active partieipant in discussions during the Rome'Food.
Conference which called for the creation of new international machinery,
under United Nations' aaspices;'to bridge the gaﬁ_between existing bodies
and the need foh co-ordinated international measures to keep in abeyance the

spectre of hunger that threatens so many of the world's citizens.



