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have added being absent be ressoune of the stori
thairfoir Mr. George Gladstanes, lest the place suld
destitute, oocupyit the samyn whois doctrein was censi
and allowit."
Five years before Duncan's settiement at Cra.i, i 15

James had accepted an Act that is often referred Vo as
Magna Charta of Scottish ?resbyterianism: it "Îratified 1
liberty of the truc kcirk" to such an extent that the K
biznself could now bc exconununicated for disobeying 1
11will of God" as interpreted to hlm by the ministers.
laVer enactment, passed ini the very year of Duncan's ordii
tion, has an important bearizig on his subsequent for tun
The, General Assembly ai Perthi forbade the ininisters to i
their- piiipitb for the purpose of criticizinig acts of the IPar]
ment or ?rivy Couincil, or to attack individuals in thi
sermions; and further enaeted that no convention should
ealled together without the presence of royalty or the author
of the crowji. But all the time James kept on coquetti
with the Catholie nobles and Episcopacy, ini spite of 1
general aversion Vo bihp of a people who boldly proclai,
thiat they "would have no king but a presbytery." It mi
be borne i mind that, after bis accession Vo the throue
Enigland, James was now governing Scotland, as he boast
"by the pen." Hie appoizuted bishops at his own will a
pleasuire, and eveni took Vo aiumzoning the Geheral Asm
hiisiýf, or otherwise let it go for a few years without bei
called together at ail. 8uch abuses of the royal prerogati
on the part of diGod's sllly vassal " led Vo the unlaw,
A.asembly held at Abede, 2nd July, 1605, wbiàch Andr
Duncan attended and Vo whiçh lie adhered i spite of 1
royal prohibition. »After that, says his biographer, bis
was dia continued scene of sufferig." We may not~e tf,
tbis favourite word "suffering » occurs frequently i the vE
fir4 pages of the Life. Duncan is said Vo have "che

ventredbis ail in suffering for and adherig Vo" the fori
*ne hieh lie had been brought up; and his hiogah

whenackowldizng bs idebednssVo his preee
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