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cause at the conference for stereotyvping the statmW quo, in-
etend of endeavouiring to move forward to something better.

Meanwhile a Liberal Government bias been returned to
power in the United Kingdom, and though it contains men
who are knowni to be as inucli devoted to the interests of the
Empire as aniy of Mr. Balfour's Cabinet, it bias many pre-
occupations. Those who think that the Conference might be-
come a great instrument of Imperial unity were disappointed
that no place was founid for any reference to it in the King's
lqeechi at the opening of Parlia ment. 1V is only riglit, bowever,
to note that Lord Elgin lost very littie time in taking up
Mr. Lytteltoni's work. Without bindinig bimself to his pre-

?se"ý', proposais, the new Colonial Secretary, in a des;patch
dated 22nd. Feb., 1906, intimated bis opinion that it would be
désirable freely Vo discuss tbem when tbe Conference meets,
anl asked Vo be informed beforehand of any subjeûts the Col-
onial G.overniments migbt wish to discuss and any resoluitions
the might wish Vo bring forward. On 26tbi. Septemiber, 1906,
inr eply Vo al telegrapbie message from, London, urgent ly press-
ing for a reply, the Canagdian Governmnent stated that 'minis-
ter do not desire at this date to present any new subjects for
dhwusson at the Conference." The tenor of subsequent cor-

mspndece seexus to show that the Dominion Cabinet lias
~ays bad before it the possibility that conditions at Ottawa

Vùh rmke it difficuit, or impossible for the Canadian Prime
Niniater toa. ttend. On l7th. October, 1906, the Committee of
th Privy Couneil, wbile accepting the date set for the Con-

frne(l5Vh. April, 1907) "can only express a hope that the
buins of the session of the Canadian Parliamrent may be

cnuded at a daite early enough Vo permit Canadian repres-
etative-s Vo attend the Conference." A meeting without the
prn Minister of the Dominion, who lins been one of the
Sntal figures of recent Imiperial celebrations, would be

ro Mdo a greagt part of its interest; and iV is a rather bad
onnfor the future that a conference whicb is held only once

in four yemr should be considered of subordinate importance
te eurent business at Ottawa.
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