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Suggestions for the Public School Course.

We have receved the following letter from one
who has had the most successful experience, both as
a teacher and as aninspector, in Nova Seotia. [t was
probably not meant for publication: but the sugges-
tions are o definite and so worthy of consideration,
that we feel it should be placed before our readers.
Whatever effect it may have will certainly be in the
dircction of improvement:

“Leee by the Epcearionan Review that the revised course
of study Wil soon be reads IVt too Inte to make & sugges-
ten”  Lthink wosystemativc course of mentsl arithmetic should
have a pawe o the next conree Melallan's Mental Arith-
mwetic, Part Tdistribiited amonge T oor = grades would serve a
thost desirable purpose both from a wtilitarian and intellectual
statcdpoint. How would this division do>  Grade 11, from
Puze ¥ o o2 Grade H trom p 23 10 po38 Also practice
1n Reduction tables ot urde at pages S99 and 91, Grade
IVofrom poSstop 47 Al from p.alto po 54 Reduction
Tables of wrude st ppo 92 93 04 and 95, Grade V. from p. 47
epoals Al from posS b poot. Grade VI from p. 55 1o p.
dhoGrede VT from e T4 PN Al po 9T o p. 105, Gra({e
VI from po 1S 1o the eod of the book, T believe if mental
arithmetic were made authoritative in the way 1 have indi-
cated, the result woulld be wrent imprnwnu-ni in the study
of arithmetic generdily,  When left to teachers, if mental
arithmetic is taught at all, too often the questions are feeble,
atel ure repeated without much variation. What is going
to be recommended g the way of geography ¥ It is ter-
rible to think that every child o Nova Seotia that has run
the blockade of warlet fever, measles, ete., must at last be
confronted with that tremendous book  called * Calkin's
(Jl‘l'_'r:l]lh.\'.” To <ee litt]e children poring over that book a
long winter evening is a heart rending sight.  What we want
i~ a ook of mups, trom which evervihing should be learned
with the helpr of some questions jn connection with each map
order to @ive the child some idea of what he should learn
from it. This I~my opnion, and 1 know what I am talking
aboul. T wishi vou'would tuke an interest in these two mat-
arithmetic,  McLellan's, Part 11, might be

.




