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lua minute, 'the bo)ys- had examined the knots
and announced that sorne. seemed, harder and.
-tmoother thin tde rest of the wood and sornw
softer and rcougher.

"Iguess we're. on the wrong scent," said Walter.
(I amn sol tired'o-'fteiiing them not to ',guess'

when they ought to d% think,# that 1 decidçd it reifliy
wasa 'guess' tis',time.)

' Why slIoulnt a knotty 'probiem bW knotty
becauseý it's il tieup?"

«"Perhaps," I1 assented; c'.invoived, intricate,
Mile aknmoLHm 1ithe dictionary or some of the
language books may heip. I wish you'd fidd out
for me after tea!Y

Walter was busy, cutting a " W "-.of couse-
when Donnie held Up a bit of board.

deLokInummie, the îfunny holes! The knots
*cameout. They weren't i stright."

"And. you haven't fôund out yet, what makes the
knots, have yu I encouiaged.,

<Why te'e"WaIter, begmn, but caught

'ltwoud k good fun. to fid out. Walter caft
bdp o oe You know where the. wood camè

fr
~Papabro.ght kfrom Jackson S."

Walter gave 'a ehudde f sproi
Is'POse-he thinks ýaCkSon put tii. knots in to

111UP boes."
"Idout !"-with a 'punch' at Wawts anatoýmy.

"Wtat e te doing when' you were at
'Jacks',Don"Iskd

"Th bg awwas makin pianks out cf 'the
P.,ogs:andI a tbe m iaking boards like thèse,

'Were there knops i the pianks and- boards

de Jdoo't know. I didint thdin about kuots then."
"Wel I love to get old of sonetinîg iIn't
tbu f before don't. you?" Si-:e

4Mumnie I low!1 1 know 1I TheyrlItie
r brance

"Good for you, son."
"AM that bigg big onein the, plank," (I had

i~tled lm zamiin one) that, was a bij branch
-4benIcwas a bit tree 19
ýAnMj you nid thse knotr wr*o i t~ght,»

were fflind.tra

ii. Jij-aacing stopped. He poked bis fingers
into thé k"bOtjiýqesain and glanced. out at, th,~

bare mnapies on. the -lawn. - I aw .ti. idMm coming,
and suggestrd "you might put a ut ick ini for -a
brandi." -

"They dQn't go 'zackly-likte those out thereï-de.
they, Mum ?".

Hello! Here y<>u aré' wlth your littie clan
intent on its specimens and full of the zeil' for
expeinent !" 'Don, was already hugging blos 7
father's knees.

"G away, -ySu icorrigiblie pedàgoýueI Tii.
child is just arnusing himseif," 1 prôteM4,&
'Don't, in rnercy's ýnarne, teli hlm -hé's 'ituy4

anything; youll spoil the fun.
- Waiftqrhd the mats up i the fronthl we

I came in. 1i sked if he was houseclanng, -Md
he aid a, hardwood bas no knots i it, has Iti',

Can't youi find any ?' said 1. 4'But hardwood trees
have branches' he was debatîng whien 1 came out."1

"Walter must be on a separate hunt of bis ow,"
I.Iaughed."Donnie has an idea thwt le coud t*2
..What kind of trees these boaids were by tii aqoe
of the knots, the. way they're arranged, adiLb.
I'm sure 1 couln't."

Here Walter burst out with, " uw
The hardwood branches are 90 higli up-sud tbieWs
no baisam, in. the knots, iither Il"

I sawf rom this disconnected jargon what he o Ai
been thinlrlng out, but my leisuùre tinie was -iâ >

spent, for that a fteron
"It will do you good, advisc t &

"togo with the upto the w -efrw ?
MiiIy too; she haîJi e a tat iao ui I
hour."9

I longed, to go with them and follow uP, tlÏe di- 1
coverles. I arn dengely ignorant about te deat,
out-of-door things, having had the i, sfofpte
spend miy chldhood in a City.

"Id t1hink," nsidWalter, Pdig -Up onp4d ti.>pieces of board, 14 h ut wud o~ri
the outside'of a log, but ail these«"boa& cïn t be
froni.t Ibcoutaide.-_,

ofYou'mean because the bran"hés are. aif on the.
outside of the.trunk:?"t

"Yes.. At ieast-do they corn-ne trai'. aw 1ay
inside ?"

««It does look ike it; but I1e, r o*) fit
ý-Otat >ay. -You-c-eastly ftuid-t *eXt fi
are at the miii."t

'4Youyd harily thinkMztht rowa
planning, years ahead, what- brandhes, ïiin
to have, wouidyou."
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