"THE GUARDTIAN,

this city, if you would merit the approbation of your
best friends, or of all whose good opinion is worth
having, and above all if you would win that which
15 of infinitely greater value, the approval of the Al-
mighty, never desecrate the Lord’s day.

How much more would it redound to your honour
to be seen resorting to the house of God, than to be
seen spending your fleeting hours in sinning against
the Law of the Eternal Jehovah? 1 counsel and
entreat you to meditate deeply upon these things, and
amend, but if my advice to you isin vain, then go on
plunge deeper and deeper in the sea of guilt, but re-
member that for all the deeds done in the boedy, whe-
ther good or evil; God will at last bring You to. judg-
ment.
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TO THE PRESBYTERIANS OF THE THRER
PROVINCES,
ON THE DUTY OF FAMILY WORSHIP,
Men and Brethren,
This duty is grievously neglected among the
people of our persuasion in these Provinces, and
greatly because of the omission, do ignorance, apathy,
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mony and order in households. It is an exercise sin-
gularly refreshing and agreeable -to the right-minded
Christian.

There are but fwo conceivable objections that can
be urged against it, want of time, and want of gifts.
As to the former, itis a very paltry plea ; if the thing
be right, it is almest profanity to alledge that you
have not time for it. This is to rate God’s concerns
at a very low value ; this is wholly to reverse the
order which Lie bath haid down, when he says, “Seek
“ye first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness,
¢ and all these things shall be added unto you.” ' Be-
sides the oljection has no truth ; enquire of all those
who practice this duty, and you will find that it inter
feres not with their secular pursuits.  Gbserve their
way of life, and you will perceive that they go through
a greater amount of fabour, than those who flinch
from the observance. They who, follow this duty
learn from it 1o be ¥ active in business,” to « do al}
things in erder.” 1t teaches.them to avoid ail that is
idle, foolish, or unprofitable, and abstaining from
;such things, they never find that time is wanting to
them for the service of their. God. .

and irreligion prevail among us. There are some as-
sertions which we would hesitate to make, but this|
we assert without doubt, or fear of contradiction, that
religion can never reach the heart of a community,
but must continue shallow, lukewarm, and unsettled,
until it be carried home and enforced by the worship
of families. You allow the obligation ofsecret prayer,
and of the prayers of the sanctuary; Family Worship
is the intermediate mode, whieh unites the two others, |
and promotes the warmth and cfiicacy of hoth. The
worship of the closet can scarcely fail to be cold, and
the worship of the temple can hardly miss of being
dull, unless heat be imparted to both, by coals.taken
from off the household altar. Our notion ofa religi-
ous’community in a prosperous condition, pictures to
our mind a Church in the centre of the district, sur-
rounded by a multitude of lesser Churches, a great
temple for the worship of the community, in which
a large sacrifice is offered up, encompassed by many
smaller temples from which morning and evening in-
cense ascends to him who rules in the heavens. In
which district of these Provinces could we behold
this conception realised ?  Alag, applied to this eoun-
try, our idea is one almost.of pure imagination,

The practice if not enjoined is at least very clearly
implied in thie following scripture: ¢ And these
“ words, which 1 command thee this day, shall be in
“ thine heart ; and thou shalt teach them diligently
“ unto thy children, and shalt talk of themn when thoy
“sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the
“ way, and when thou liest down, and- when thoy
“ risest up.” 1t is mentioned by way of commendati-
on of Joshua, that he had come to the resolution that
“ as {or him and his house they would serve the Lord.”
It is stated of others, and with an eye to example,
that they worshipped God with their house. The
practice 1s in perfect barmony with the spirit of the
Scriptures. It has been in use in the Church of

Christ from the earliest period, We have ninetoen !

centuries bearing their venerable and explicit testimos
ny to the excellence of the institntion.  In that long
period it may be said, that whenever religion has been
particularly flourishing among any people, it will be
found that this practice nas prevailed among them,
and was one of the leading causes of this prosperity.
Ou the contrary, whenever any nation has presented
an aspect of coldness and ap:{thy in religious matters,
in the smne period, it will be found, among otler
causes of the eyil, that the worship of God wus not
celebrated in the families of that people.

As to the other plea, the want of gifts, it is quite as
weak. The Scripture assures us that a broken heart,
iand a contrite spirit, are the most gratifying offering
!m the Lord,—it needs.not. great talents to make such
jan-offering. . T'he mite of the widow was notonly ac-
cepted, but preferred before the rieh donations of the
ostentatious Pharisees. The short, but sincere prayer
of the penitent publican * God be merciful to me a
sinuer,” was heard and answered. The prayer which
our Lord has given us as a form and model how to
pray, is remarkable forits brevity and plainness. The
prayers which are recorded as uttered by him, are all
of them short and simple. There are probably rone
wlho are removed above absolute idiotey, but have
sufficient gifts to conduect the worship of their house-
holds. Let them commence the exercise, and by the
very same priuciple that othier acts are rendered easy.
by practice, will they be carried:forward in. this prac-
tice, acquiring new thoughts and feelings to espress
and new words wherein to clothe them., Let those
be questioned who have long observed the duty, and
they will inform you that-the main obstacles which
they bad to overcotie, woro at tho outset of their
course, in casting away the bands of sloth, indiffer.
ence and false pride, and thar, having surmounted
these, the exercise became to them progressively
more easy, more pleasant, and more essential,

We speak to you, Fathers. God has set you at-the
head of households, and appointed you to be 1n the
midst of thein as.priests and kings. Do you ful6l the
duties of your station and oftice, while you omit this
exercise 2+ When you offsred up your children in
baptisin, it was a part of your vow that yon would
pray with them, and for them.. How do you excuse
the palpable falschood whereof you are guilty, in ne-
gleeting this duty ?- You.desire that God’s blessing
should descend upon you and yours. What more
certain. method of procuring it,- than to ask it in the
sight and hearing of your family? You wish that
you should obtain reverence and respect from the
members of your household. What more direct me-
thod of obtaining it, than by demonstrating to them
that you reverence your heavenly superior? You are
auxious that good. order, barmony, industry and affee-
tion should reign in your household. How can you
more eﬂectually promote this; than by observing this
exercise, which is the root and source of’ every othep
good. work ?  You desire that the instructions of the
pulpit, should tell upon your family. How can yoy

Religious opinion in these Provinces is wanting m
solidity and depth, and among other causes of the
deficiency, We must point to the great remissness in
the article of Family Worship. The practice is agreo-
able to the spirit of the Gospel. It has the experi-
ence of all the Churches in'its fuvour. It carries the

more powerfully enforce them, than by observing so
plain and peremptory a duty ?.

Letthe practice in question be disseminated througl,
our people, and true religion will advance anong
them with a sure, rapid and glorious progress. The
amount of crime will be diminished. Fhe amount of

truth into the bosom of households,
the hands of the fathers of familios, '
cords of affection tighter and closer, It promotes har-|
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It strengihens | labour and industry will be greatly augmented.  Ouy| d . T {1t
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be tightened. .The hands ot ministers will be strength-
ened, and the Gospel will reach the heart of house-
holds. 'The blessing of the Lord will descend upon
us, by tokens visible and cheering, The lovely-des--
cription of the psalmist, would then have its applica- -
tion to us ; “Our sons would be. as plants grown up
in their youth, our daughters as corner stones, polished
after the similitude ofa palace ; our garners would be
full, affording all. manner of store ; our sheep would
bring. fortlr thousands, and tens of -thousands in our
streets ; our oxen wounld be- strong to labour, there
would be no breaking in, nor going out; there would
be no complaining in-our streets. Happy-is that peo-
ple that is in such-a case 5-yea, happy is that people
whose God is the Lord,” Wty
Shelburne, 25th Dee. 1839,
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ST  ANDREW’S GHURCH SABBATH SCHOOL.

Ou the evening of fast Lord’s day, an eloquent and
bighly appropriate Sermon was preached in St. An-
drew’s “bureh by Professor Macxinrosn, from John
xXi. 15, « Feed my Lambs,” in behalf of the Sabbath
School tavglit in that Church, and « coliection after-
wards made in aid of its funde. This Ecliool, has
already afforded religious instruction to a nymber of.
(young persons belonging to-the congregation, and to
some of the most zealous and efiicient teachers in the.
School. [ is at present under the charge of -a Super-
mtendant, a Sceretary, a Librarian and nine male
and ten female Teachers.. There are nine classes for
boys, containing 56 Scholars, and ten classes for
girls, attended by 79 pupils, in all 135 scholars, who
are employed in.reading the Sacred Scriptures. and
in repeating their Cateehism, Psalms and Paraphrases.
and select portions of the word of God, and in other
devotional exercises for a cousiderable perfod every
Lord’s day. As the school meéts in the Church and:
the attendance of the Office-bearers and Tenchers is-
gratuitous, the funds which are obrained from small
subseriptions.and donations, and from the ammual ¢o!-
lection, which on the present oceasion amounted to-
the sum of £9 14 34, are prineipally applied for the-
purchase of Bibles, Catechisms, and small elementa--
1y schiool Liooks,. and for- the sumrg)rt of the Sabbatlx.
School Library, contaiuing a collecﬂti,on of more than
300 approved Religious publications, which are given
out by the i Librarian to the scholars, and afford, it is 8
istraction tos
ther, inmates of”
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believed, much pleasing und profitab
them, and also to their parents anid:

their families during the enslﬁng week.

~oipee~
scorcu cndacy, CHARLOTTE-TOWN, P. E. ISLAND.

A meeting of the Congregation of this Charch wus
held on Monday last, purspant to notice, for the pur=
'pose of passing such Resolutions, and adopting sucls
weasures, as would: enable the Agent of the Sypod
of Nova Scotia, during his contemplated visit 1o Scot-
land this winter, to procure a clergyman to come
here apd take charge of this Church, The Meeting |
was well attended, and it was resolved to memoria-
lize the Glasgow Colonial Society, for the above pus-
pose. ;

An arrangewent has been made with the Rev, Rod-
erick MacAuluy-to preach in this Church 'on the first
and third Sundays of every month during the present
winter. The tirst service will be hela to-morrow fort-
night. Mr. MacAulay intends to divide his time thus :
—I'he first Sunday at C!mrloxletown, the second at
New London, the third at Chatlottetown, and the
fourth at Georgetown,

A Sabbath School will shortly be founded at Char-
lottetown, in conneXion with this Church; and it
is hoped that parents will seize this opportunity, and
send their children to imbibe the rudiments of Chris-

no perimanent happiness in this transitory and fleet-
g world.—Colomal Heruld, Jan. 4.

The Rev. Mr. Arclibald, and Lady, of Chatham,
|Miramichi, arrived in town on Saturday morning anc
sailed to-day in the barque Ritchie, for Scotlend, on
a visit to their friends. Mr, Archibald preached an
{excellent sermon in 8. Andrew’s Church or Sunday
alternoon.—SL John, V. B. Observer, January 7.
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