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sent a chili to every lîeart, a great rain-drop splashed fuil into the centre
of the fire. One good d rop deserves aniother, 1 suppose, so the other was
flot long in coming, and it brouight its sisters, its cousins and its aunts
with it. Ciearly we were in for a wet night, and we ail gazed apxiously
Up at the roof of our Gothie shelter, wondering whether it would prove
faithfui to us. For some time the prospect seemed cheerful, and rug-
enswathed we were congratulating, ourselves upon being able to f are pretty
comfortabiv in spite of the raii, when a wicked irreverent globule hit me
squarely on the nose. Then Il realized that our fate was seaied and ail
h'ope of comfort banished. O11h dear, but what a wretched time we did
have! It gives me a rheumatic twinge to tlîink of it now. Once the ice
was broken the drops came in fast and furious until dodging theni was
quite out of the question, and passive submnission to their impertinence the
only resource. Thon to make matters worse we found that thle cosy littie
deli we had chosen for our camp, as being so weli protected froni the wind,
was the favourite trysting-place of innumerable tiny streaiets which now
hastened to one another's embrace, until the ground beneath us became
littie hetter than a înorass. In fact there was water-water-everywhere,
and nothing to keep us dry but a bottie of old rye, and my temperance
Principles debarred me fromn gctting any cornfort ont of that. Miy fcliow-
sufferers being inured to ali sortsof exposure nmade liiht of the matter,
aud with the aid of their pipes and the aforesaid old rye got aiong fairiy
welI. 1 mnaxfully did my best to "hbob up serenely " under the depressing
circumstances, but it was no use, so I just resigned myseif to grumbling
Until as day dawned the rain was goo(l enough to cease plaguing us.

The morraine found us in a socrry plight :clothes, rugs, knapsacks,
everythingr soaked and streaingti, no dry wood to mnake a ire, and no
y chnceof te sn apearng for hours. There was nothing for it but to

gather up our traps, get on board our boat, and inake for the nearest farm-
bouse, where by our piteous condition we so touched the heart of the good
dame in comnmand that she hundied us ail into bcd, dried our ciothes before
the ire, andi as soon as we were once more presentable set us clown, before
a, smo1king breakfast, which soon wvormed the cockles of our hlearts and sent
Us forth feeling like strong men about to run a race. It was flot without
reluctance that we bid our buxoni hostess adieu, but huniters must flot
daly; s0 having given expression to our gratitude in the current coin of
the realmi we to"ok up anew our murderous designs against the ducks. This
Utilng our last day we ail feit in a very killing mood, but unfortunlately
there were no birds to be killed. Whethcr the rein had disperscd them, or
the accuracy of my double-barrel had proved too much for tlîeir inerves,
m1odesty forbids me to deterînine. At ail everits the ducks utterty refusel
toi iaterialize. Digging clams was scarcely sufficient amusement, delicious
as4 the juicy bivalves teste when roasted in a bied of eel-,grass, andi we had

hilues wherewith to tempt the speckled sea trout fromn his briny fair. In
this eulergency 1 proposeci a visit to the works then being carrieci on wvith
the idea of reclaiîning, Cote Harbour from the sea andi matking, it a fertile
Meadow. We accordingly posted off there. Cote Hfarbour, as has been
aiready saici, loses nearly' ail its water at low tide, and there is lef t to view
l0O1g black banks of rich mussei-mud. One day it occurreci to a gentleman

howas familiar with wbat has been done in Hoilan)d that the Harbour
railght be recîaime, just like the fat-meadow lands of the canal country.

Sa comlpany was formed, the services of the notorious financial juggler,
baron Grant, sccured to float the scheme, and presently a small army 0f
fien 'Was at work at the barbour's mouth. The first proceeding was to
bumîci moles froml eîtber side stretching out towards one another across the
arrow entrance until they reacheci the deep central channel, whcre the

'5110rulous force of the current rendered it impossible to finci a firin founda-
tlf Then came the rub. llow couici this gap, through wbich the tide

Wuever running in and eut with irresistible energy, be filled upi The
~rtPlan adopteci had so much originality andi daring in its favour that it

CertafilY deserved a better fate. A liuge structure of rnighty timbers,
batted and braced together, resembiing nothing s0 much as a lattice-work

bridge
bigand several bundreci feet in lengtb, was but up on launcb-ways

"lne distance inside the nioles in sncb a position that when launicheci it
Oudbe carrieci by the tide right down to the opening, where, being too

'ide t) Pass tbrough, it would reniain forced while stones by the thousand

""evere uuchdn 0 il, th us coînphteiy ciosing the gap. But alas! it was
"'ve bece At the irst attempt the unwieldy thing broke its back,

Useless forever. It aiso broke the heart of its projector, and
Wefit back to Engiand in despair, wbile the conlpany went into liquid-

at"lÛf The scheme did not end there, however. Sorne timie subsequently

th eais stock-holder in the dcfunct corporation took up the matter on
h' waccount A new engineer essayed to dope with the-difficulties of

teUlldertkjng. lus methoci was, to gret together an immense number of

gehasmIt, pack them liard with sanci, andi drop thein rigflt into the
the8 Surfceyd entirely successful. Slowly but surely the bags rose to

str,,ae Day by day the foaîning torrent surridedmoeoit
b refgh Theworkswere ot very far ad vanced ab the time of our vst

l 11 what haci been dlonc we saw a prophccy of the comning day wben Cole
Rborshoulci know the snipe, the ployer, the curiew, the duck, andi
at"llobter biped, the sportsman, no More.

We our plans for the night were unîler discussion, Gordon actuaily

pro 111 hardihloodit rps ru, to Nlyill' Point.- 'ihwvr
6 cty eoid Camnpinig ont is ail well enoughi, iewahr u

teru "o0cfun iin Sitting in the- iap of Nature whcn slhe has been in a
eabilties d anci lier lap is decidedly danup, not to mention the pro

returl lesof* rheîîîîîatisin, lumbago, and so forth. My motion, therefore, to

kidl dI spitabl, roof uridile whicli we bad nlready beem treated 50

do )ryild andi the setting suin foulid us Once more eoil l
oesti0 comfortsc

The0 'dvel 1 1 of ledtiine broughit with il a1 curious diluma ; our wvortliy

bostess informed us that she coulci net possibly place mor.e than two beds
at our disposai. Now Dicki and Gordon, accustoroed to the soiitary luxury
of a hammock, lookeci decidedly askance at the- idea of having- a bed-fellow.
But I, forcseeing the resuit, madie haste to prociaim my preference for a
companion and pre-empteci a bied forthwith. Dick and Gordon, thereFore,
had no other alternative than to toss up for the vacant couch. The coin
turned up tait, and Gordon, disdlaining my cordial invitation to bunk
with me,

just sie ort of sickly Munile,
And curled Uii on the floo,

And tho usuecqit proceediîîgs
Interesteci hiim no mcore.

The following, morningy, with lightened p,)cks but weighty gamie-bags,
we turned Our faces homeward, well pleased with the resuits of our three
days' camping out at Cole Ilarbour. JAMES NI. OXnEY.

HIERE AND -TIIEIE.

TiiE Montreal l3ranch of tlie Free Navigation League lias issued a cîr-
cutar exptaining thc objeets of the organization andi iniviting cooperation.
The document sets forth that the navigation of the St. Lawrence was
improved by canais and deepaning, of the charinet between Monltreai and
Q uebec under legisiation that inicludedia systein of toits upon ail vesseis and
merchanidise usine the saine. That corresponding traffic by the great rival
route, the Erie Canal, was in former ycars subjected to simitar charges,
which have, however, beeni enitireiy reinoved. That the continuance of the
charges upon the St, Lawrence rente is detrimental to thc trade and iiudustry
of Canada, and that whereas the Gavernmnt did on former occasions grant
only temporary relief under representations made by the trade of the
country, it is now expedient, te iniitiate a movement of a generai character
which shall continue its effo)rts until the route is entirety retieveci fro mi al
Government charges in excess of those imposed upon the Erie Canal and
in Atlantic ports. To that endi the formation of other branches is solicited
for conference and united effirt to secure the objects set forth. The facts
stated being truc, il is continued, the changes in the Governiment policy
suggc,,ested are worthy of fair consid,3ration by aIl] commercial orÏanlizations.
In the public reference that bas already been made to the efforts of the
organization it is claimed that extraneous sub ects have been introduced.
Whether by the want of elevators at Kingston, an d of enterprise, on the
part of merchants and forwarders, the decadence of the commerce of the
St. Lawrence bas been acceterated, or whether it wouid bie expedient for
the City of Montreal to assume the debt créateci by harbour construction,
entireiy relieving the trade from wharfage, -are considerations of great
importance, but it is aiieged timey are entirety foreigni to the main question.
The, contention of the League is at prescrit confineci to one pDint, i.e., that,
inasmuch as the American waterways have been freed fromn tolls upon
much of their trade, corresponding, relief should be granted by the Logis.
lature of the Dominion throughout the waterways of Canada.

WIlATEn helps 10 reduce the friction of life, to abate its anxieties, is of
the utmost value in this bigh-pressure age. It is wcll known that more men
break dlown froîn worry than from work. The average family mnanis usually
more concerned about possible difficulties than about the duties wbich, lie
next bis hanci. Before the days of life-insurance, as a ruie wealthy benle-
diets atone could look to the future complacently ; now-a-days that valuabte
institution has enabled thousands of middle-class business men to live their
lives with equanlimity who might otherwise have boen filleci with anxiety
for their families. An essentiai feature, of course, in providing for future
contingencies, is to insure with a thorougIhly sounci conîpany, and bappily
this is not ditflcuit. Occupying a foremost place amongst trtîstworthy cor-
porations of the kind is the Canada Life, to ivhose report, in another
colimn, we conîmenci attention. Reaci in the liit of the statements and
figures there supplieci, Mr. Ramsay's management appears to have been
conspicuousiy successfui, with the resuit that the company's business bas
increased by leaps and bouncs-the profits baving risen frei $192,891 in
1870 to, $1,350,464 in 1885.

THERzE were nineteen failures in Canada reporteci to Bradstreet's
during the past week, against seventeen in the preceding iveek, andi seven-
teen, twenty-three and eiglît in the corresponding weeks of 1884, 1883 andi
1882 respectively. In tIre United States there were 180 failures reporteci
during the week as compareci with 160 in the preceding, week, and with
176, 179 and 132, respectively, in the cerrespondting weeks of 1884, 1883
and 1882. About 80 per cent. were tîmose cf satti traders whose capital
was iess tban $5,000. __

IT is graduatiy coming te, be recognized, as TurE WEEK long ago pro.
phesied would bie the casas, that tire electrie iight is a faiture as a generai
street illuminant. A motion, practically-endorsing this view, andi tanta-
mount to a proposai to revert to the use of gas, was submitted to the
Toronto City Counicil the other day, and it might bie politic for Quebec-in
which city there is a feeling in favour of the electrie light-to await
developments before committiog hereif to a change. Thcre is a growing
impression that gas, where there is enouglh cf it, gives a much more
satisfactory liglît, does not throw suchI uncomfortable shadows as tire rival
illuminator, and is withal cheaper. Moreover, ut is apparent that the
hideous poies froin wbich electrie lampa are sospended are a chief contribu-
ting cause to tue increasiug unsigbtiiness of our public tboroughifares.
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