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about the young man’s feet, the meshes of which it was diffi-
cult to escape, and if he got clear of that there was another
net, the net of God’s judgments. Gloomier and gloomier
grew the prospect as the preacher went on. To one who had
not for many years heard such a presentation of Satan’s all-
mastering and next to omnipotent and omnipresent power,
it seemed that the only fit conclusion would be for the con-
gregation, if they believed these things, to shrink away in
silent terror, for the world was no longer God’s but the devil’s.
They did not do this, however. On the contrary they stood
up and sang with great heartiness and vim, that bright and
hopeful hymn of the Anglican church:
Brightly gleams our banner
Pointing to the sky,
Waving wanderers homeward
To their home on high.

And Mr. Jordan sang with as much heartiness as anybody
else. Looking back on his sermon I think it shows that he
is a master of theart of preaching. All that he says is put
clearly, decisively and definitely. There is no muddle.
Every word has its due place and every word tells. The
consequence is that his discourses are easily remembered.
He is deeply imbued with the traditional theology of his
communion, and it is not likely that any doubt will he ex-
pressed as to his complete orthodoxy. A kindly man and a
strong, who finds in the Bible a sufficient rule of faith and
practice, and who is entirely unswayed hy the speculations
of these later days, and who will not swerve from declaring
what he believes to be the whole counsel of God.”

The congregation, though not crowded, was large and
eminently respectable, people of a high and intelligent type,
who are accustomed, to judge from their appearance, to plain
living and high thinking. Living the higher life of self-
restraint and faith in God leaves its mark on the outward
appearance of men and women just as every other sort of
life does, and you may remark that as you look around the
pews of the St. James Square Presbyterian Church. There
is no ornate singing—the quaintly paraphrased psalm at the
beginning of the service, and plain, old-fashioned, but well
beloved hymns, with a voluntary and interlude on the organ
while the collection is being taken up, make up the musical
part of theservice. The church is a handsome building and
the acme of compact comfort. There is but little colour in
its decorations, but it has much architectural beauty and  fit-
ness. The thought occurs to you that it was designed by an
architect who loved gothic, but had been brought up a Pres-
byterian, I went to hear Mr. Jordan preach there some
time ago, on a Sunday morning, but his place was occupied
by a stranger. In the pew before me, on that occasion, I
noticed Sir Oliver Mowat, who, T believe, attends this church.

J. R. N.
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Religious Education in Schools,—I1I.

HE advantages of giving religious education in separate
or denominational schools are obvious. There a defi-
nite creed can be taught to those who are willing to accept,
to children whose parents consider themselves bound to have
their offspring instructed in the faith to which they them-
selves adhere. Could not this system be further extended ?
This is the question which naturally occurs to the mind.
And some proposals were made, a year or two ago, in the
Anglican Synod, with a view to obtaining for members of
the Church of England in Canada the same privileges which
are enjoyad by members of the Church of Rome. There is
very little doubt that if Anglicans could agree among them-
selves, and if they were as resolute in demanding denom-
inational education as the Romans have been, they
could get it. But these conditions are not likely to be ful-
filled. The Church of England hoasts of her comprehensive-
ness, and she has some right to do so; but she must also

pay the penalty. She has “the faults of her qualities.”

Then, with regard to the other reformed communions,
there is not the least prospect of their demanding or wishing
for separate schools; since the great mass of them--all, in
fact, except the Unitarians, and perhaps the Baptists—would
be contented with the same kind of school, their religious
opinions not being so far different as to necessitate separate
instruction for their children

Since, therefore, there is small prospect of the extension
of the denominational system, the question comes as to what
should be done. That this subject is worth considering few
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will deny. Doubtless there are many quite convinced that
nothing more can be done. There are even some few who
believe that nothing more ought to be attempted. But few,
at least, can be satisfied with the present state of religious
knowledge among the young. The condition of things 18
better here than in the United States. Of this statement
the truth seems to be absolutely certain, judging from the
testimonies which come to uws from men of all shades of
opinion in the American Republic. But very few will allege
that the knowledge of the Christian religion posse?ssed by
the children attending our public schools is anything 11.ke
satisfactory. Most of them do not possess a superﬁcl&Y
acquaintance even with New Testament history, to sa§
nothing of Old. ' ;
Now, it can hardly be contended that the h.lStOI‘y o
the origin of the Christian religion is a matter of'mdlfference-
Shall children be taught the story of the American Rer)lu'
tion, and the English Revolutign, and the Great I{el?ell}on,
and learn nothing of events which not merely 1'evolut1(?mzef
states and governments, but which lie at the foundation ©
all reforms and beneficial revolutions? Christianity 13 part
of the history of the world, and the most important part,
and should certainly not be ignored. Something more shoulc
be done, therefore, than is now done, and it should be done
more regularly and systematically. But how ? d
In the first place, it is quite obvious that no one wou ;
wish to impose religious instruction of any particular kind é
or at all, on children whose parents disapproved of it. B‘:
it is equally apparent that such children should be put 0
study some other subject during the time of religious m
struction. The children who are taught the elements ©
Christianity should not be made to feel that the hour or ha *
hour appropriated for this purpose is taken out of their _plﬂ}
hours, and that there is a penalty to be paid for being a
Christian. ) )
In the second place, the time given to religious instruc
tion should be at the beginning of the day, in the first hf’: :
hour of the morning’s work, and not at the end of the fore
noon or afternoon when the child is fagged and his uttentloré
must be languid. On every account this is des.ira,ble; nloe
only because of the freshness of the children’s minds, at t lh
beginning of the day, but because the very contact with Suce
subjects may be expected to prepare the scholar for lﬁor
conscientious attention to the work to be done afterwards.

e 3ut
So far, perhaps, therc need he no great difficulty. bﬁ
it is different when we begin to ask what shall we teaclh

and how shall it be taught? Let us begin with the Plbll?é
and herein with the ¢ Scripture Readings for use 1I 'tln
Public and High Schools of Ontario.” The revised edltlol )
of this book now lies before the writer ; and it is not ¥ 39'
better than the first edition particularly in giving ref.el:en'ce'm
to the hooks from which the extracts are made, but l_ﬁ 18 ;
very good book indeed. It is absurd to complain that it Ifml-
extracts only, and not the whole Bible. Every church On
lows the same course. The English Church and the Rom#”
Church have selections in their office books; and the cOme
munions which have no Liturgies practically follow the Sf’lm_
course. Anyone who really knew the contents of this V0
ume would have a very good knowledge of the Bible.
The book, however, is a somewhat costly one; e
therefore it is suggested that only the teachers shguld h"’,es
copies ; and that the children should be provided with COP‘s
of the complete Bible, which can now be had for almo
nothing. If any hwnan being is so constituted that 1t wourS
hurt his conscience to have Bibles supplied free, as gmmlllfz‘o_
and geographies are supplied, it would be quite easy to pt,he
vide copies of the sacred volumes at the expense of
churches. or-
But now we come to a more ditficult question, and Iz;ill
haps it will be necessary to return to this again. Tew ¥ 5
be contented with the mere reading of Scripture exm"_we'fg
and how is it possible to supply instruction in doctr“;in
Different methods have been suggested, all presenting et -
difficulties. But it is not proved that these difficulties ¢
not be surmounted. N
In the first place, it might be possible to draw, ‘3)&
statement of Christian doctrine which no ordinary Chm‘s vid
would object to, and the extraordinary one might be P'fil be
ed for by a conscience clause. The Nicene creed W1
accepted by all Christians, Roman Catholic and Reforﬂol
except Unitarians. And, if that were not approve ) 8

other Formula of Concord might be agreed upon.

and



