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:med by very full and Thelpful notes.

iill:)"ﬂ, which is in the metre of Athe ur.iginal,

ch thought of by some. Wright's is very

foz:} X ?lumptre’s .is often very happy, al-

.ﬁeggofm places he is }.unnpered by L?le neces-

thyme ; but his notes. both in matter

’manner, are beyond all praise. Dr. Car-

yuzl-‘:rf‘uferno .iu prose 15 admirable and Mr.

8 Paradiso and Puargatorio are said to
qually ¢ o0,

: ’g’e Poem consists of three parts (Cantie-

ere”-ea(:h containing thirty-three cantos, but

.. 18 one prefatory canto in the Inferno,

th hag thus thirty-four, so that the whole

°r amounts to one hundred.

Vith respect to the date of the composition

¢ Commedin—a question much contested

n ere. is an essential agreement on all impor-

i\'egomt& The idea of the poem was ‘cun-

) ot later than 1300, when lie was thirty-

) ).’e&rs of age This is clear from the first

e L .
b}'wjll:ab quoted. Moreover, it is confirined
N 8t we have seen of the close of the Vita
Wnyy

» Which was completed about that time,
enOCCaeci(, said‘ that Dante ]md. completed
OFe]lc.an‘tos ‘ before he was lmmsl'le:*d from

th n;'e I 1302, and there is a tradition that

l | OTDO was finished in 1308, If so, por-

iy have heen added subsequently. At
Tate, there is an allusion to the death of

131?““ Y. (Inf. xix, 80), which took place in

i e' b is generally believed that about this

iy € gave the final touches to the tirst of the

" BWP'.)ems. The Purgatorio and Pavadiso

(1313 Titten batween the death of Henry VI,

Ty and mete’ﬂ death (1321) chietly at Ra-

c:,mp e}:nd \ erona, and they seem to have heen

ed just before his denth,
in ias been traly said that the Divina Com-
th%lm_s?i theology and the work of w great

o E,la.n_ Tf it sets forth the various states

fiog 7 1t shows an al ways as the creature of

d in relation to Him. To Dante, as to

.ehter thinkers, this world is but the

!Vest’ure of the Kternal.”  Thus he repre-

%"Ce(..f Thomas Aquinas as telling that the

Min, o all excellence was in God.  Whatever

By, - ¥ in the side of Adam, from which

foy l&s tal\‘cu, or in the side of Christ, picreed

3 ﬂ"; Salvation, was of God (Paradiso xiil.,

y
i
ey

b Al Vil is in separation from good. Al
Ello Nesy ang @ood in union with Him and
ey :: 8¢ of Hiw ; and only as our hearts and
T}\e ere Purged is that knowledge possible.
QP&& Cature can find satisfaction only in the
Uty " Who i the source of light and blessed-
"‘tiﬂfﬂct. man's thirst for truth and of its
;‘his m;:t“ in GGod he speaks in Par. iv., 119 :
b

f"“at‘ Vi, 86, Because of these mistakes we
n G, %”1;3(1 and guided until we tind our good

Par, Xxvio, 19). .

o 0:. P%em iy in some senses both literal and
i Ulcal, It may be said to be literal in the
""iniol, l‘eln““‘sh‘rllting the current theologsical
gy, " OF the
by,

“y,

akes in seeking for hlessedness iu

day, which were almost cer-
acce . .
. “cepted by Dante without question.
A .
ef, Mainly means far more than this. He
[/ Y ) ,
{li’llell ale U8 the reality of God's government
QfQ(‘ iri&d the world, the prevalence of law,
fig Yod, al education of man under the grace
Uy I"ctllx-(, st comes the Inferno, with its aw.
eh" “ext z of the consequences of ux}repcnted
by the Purgatorio, illustrating the pro-
{ eme%‘eh men are cleansed from sin and
iythe a or the fellowship of God, and fin-
glory Tadiso shows us the blessed in light

THE WEEK.

A word or two may here be said as to the
symbolical meaning of the persons introduced.
Beatrice represents divine revelation and co-
operating grace,  Virgil is human wisdom,
acting rightly and legitimately. Lucia, S.
Lucy, is illuminating grace. Cato represents
the highest form of merely human righteous-
Other explanations will be given in the
proper place. The application of the poem is
wide and varied. It rvefers to the moral, the
veligious, the social and the nolitical condition
of mankind and of the age to which Dante bhe-
longed. Tt is a difticult book to read and has
been charged with obscurity.  But its obscurity
is not that of a confused mind, it arises from
his use of imagery and thie remarkable terse-

ness,

ness of his style.

If we would understand the plan of the
poem we should put ourselves under the guid-
ance of the author, especially by mastering the
first two cantos of the Inferno.  The fullowing
renarks are made on the supposition that the
reader has beside him Cary’s translation.  If
he wishes for help in studying the Italian, he
will find that best in Longfellow’s version, or
in the prose rendering of Dr. Carlyle.

Well, then, Dante teils us that, at the age
of thirty-five, he found himself in a rough and
savage wood, having lost the path. This is
truc of himself, lost in sin and unbelief, or it
may refer to mankind at large. He could
havdly say how he had come into that condi-
tion. Reaching the foot of a wountain, he
seex the rays of the sun gilding the heights of
a mountain and sets forth to reach it.  Here
is evidently the effort of the soul to escape from
sin and ignorance and to reach the heights of
truth and holiness.

Three beasts intercept his path—-a panther,
There is here a proba-
The three
areat classes of sin are represented (1 8, John
il.,, 16.} The panther represents lust, the lion
pride and the she-wolf avarice.
political meaning they ave thought to repre-
gent Florence, France and the Papal Court--
the three great impediments to righteous im-

a lion and a she-wolf.
ble reference to Jeremiah v., 6,

But in their

perial govermment.

We see this in what Virgil says to Dante
about the greyhound ; for whether the dirveet
reference heve may be to the Kmperor or an-
other, it is almost certain that the power which
ix to drive the she-wolf back to hell is the
Tegitimate imperial anthority, with perhaps
reference to Can Grande (great dog).

While Dant¢ is in this state of terror and
obstruetion, there appears to him one whose
voice is weak and hoarse.  This is Vireil, the
representative of hmnan reason and conscience,
but not like the *“gentle lady ™ in the Vita
Nuova, who was lnanan philosophy in its in-
dependence, an influence from which Dante
had turnod away. Heve is human wisdom do-
ing its proper work under the guidance of di-
vine grace.

Virgil tells Dante that he had been sent by
a Lady, Beatrice, who had told him how it was
thav she had been sent upon that errand. A
Lady in heaven was the originator of the mis-
sion. This lady is explained by Cary and
Longfellow to mean the divine merey, and
doubtless they are right ; but when Scartazzini
Hettinger, Plumptre and others declare that
in the first meaning the Blessed Virgin is in-
tended, we ave constrained to agree with them.
She then represents the divine mercy and pre-

venicut Grace.  She, pitying the wandering
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Dante, sends Lucia, 8. Lucy, the representa-
tive of lunminating Grace, who goes to Beatrice
and reproaches hor with the neglect of one who
had loved her so welll  Here, as often, we
meet the union of the real to the ideal. Here.
upon Beatrice, representing cooperating Grace,
goes forth and sends Virgilto Dante’s assist-
ance.

Dante at first hesitates and trembles at the
prospect set hefore him of visiting in succes-
ston the terrible abodes of the lost, the cleans-
g fives of those undergoing puritication, and
the abodes of bliss. At Inst he plucks ap cour-
age, and they go forth on their way. Thus we
come to the ¢ate of Hell.

WILLIAM CLARK.

T i A R b e e

PARIS LETTER.

Pavis has put her heart and soul into the
Franco-Russian reception.  Citizens who truly
reprosent the country look intensely happy
and feel more so.  They want no parchment
deed of alliance ; they say that it is impossible
that Russia could doubt sincericy  and
She has aceepted the French
dinelination, as wellas a

our
esteem for her.
bride, a marriage
indrriage Cyeisoi,. The union of hieads, hewrts,
and perhaps of interests has rvelieved France
of that tervible which weigzhed
that of being alonein the world,

night-mare
upon her
for in this age ceven co-operation must be
applied to diplomacy.  People, after all, com-
menee to think that the bloated armaments
are the best safe-guard of peace, and that na-
tional pride and the ambition to be in the first
line will hecome an aim for the foremost nations
as i the desive to be first in industry,
merce, scienee ete., ete. 1o any case England,
heing free from Kuropean allinnees, can ¢xer-
cise a decidedly controlling intluence in the
softening  of international asperities and the
pruning down of attempts to kindle continent-
al war,  No change by the Russian visit to
Toulon will aftect the vole of Kungland in the
Mediterranecan ; but if Russia has < come to
stay 7 the case will he changed.  Canuot the
Crav arrange that his little squadron on its way
back to Kronstadt for winter quarters pay a
What is Madame Olga

conr-

visit to Portsmouth !

Novikoff about? Nurely “O. K7 ave magie
letters, and ihmply suceess in advance. The
Mayor of Portsmouth would present the

regulaiion loaf and quantity of salt to Admiral
Avellan, not onw silver, but on 1 gold  salver.
That casting anchor in  British
do more to convert the timid and the cynical
to i belief in the trend of the
on earth and good-will towards men thau all

waters would

world to peace
the honeysuckle yarus of internationsl friend.-
ships and clegant extracts from the Sermon on
the Mount, and as the Czar is a just man, loves
peace, does not -want Constantinople, all the
Pamir and the whole of Herat, why not think
of a visit of his warships to Portsmonth ?

I never remember Paris looking so ety
and so smilingly gay as onr the present  ocea-
sion.  The display of flags is very gencral,
espeeially soin the quarters whore artizaus
and trading people live, move, and have theip
being. Deduction made for the drogsing of
taverns and shops, the ormmamentation of
private windows is blossoming into  fajr.”
But it is only right to record that theve are
numerous blanks, and these chiefly in the well-
to-do parts of the city. The zenith of the
diplomatic wedding will be when the people
in its thousandg will deseend into the streets



