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* t o the 5ditor, and not go any yerson
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CURRENT TOPICS.

coniec of Lieut..Governor
te 11i' 8And Sir Arlplie Caron'a visita
it asduring Sir John Tharnpaon'is en-
qZ s0jour.n that cil.y, bas vsry natur-

ri rul 1~ ame urs of coming changes
prDo4t Iiion Cabinet. WhIle it is quite

%t "à that these visite may nlot be with.
s[tpltX ignificance, it la evident that

it.< rOlance can be placed up n the guesses
h hVe ben published touching the

CiLe changea wbiob May be under

df~l n is, for instance, in the
* r,~"t e unlikely that sucb a move-

'iteoff ering of the London High

%4 0mjonership, to Sir Adolphe could be
%hIYtlOught af, though it la far from

-!% 'Ythat the retirement of that gentile

1% llu' the Governint at an early day
Wgjk" Ot0templated. Nor, in view of

14* incidents in bis officiai hlstory,
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is it easy ta believe that, notwithstanding
bis adrnitted abiiity and influence, Mr.
Cbapieau'a return to office as a Cabinet
Minister would be regarded with complac.
ency, mucb leua desired by the Premier and
bis colleagueis. Perbapa the one element
of trutb in ail the mumoured changea is the
belief indicated that reoent avents have
seriously weakened the bold of the present
Government up:in the country, and tbat its
Premier and some af its leading membera
are nlot blind ta the necessity af etrengthen-
ing their position befors the next meeting
of Parliament. But au they are not ln the
habit af taking newapaper reportera or the
public into their confidence in snob matters,
we shall probably have ta amait dsvelop-
ments witb what patience we can commnand.

Wbatever may ha the fate of the at-
tempt ta abtain Home Rnis for Ireland,
the .Perish Councila Bill nov bei ors the.
British Commons, with, it le beiieved, every
prospect ai 'being passed wlth the- consient
ai both parties, bide faim ta maire parieh
bomne rnis, in the fulleat meaning of the
terni, a tact accamplialhed. The Bill la said
ta bave been fmamed with great cars by a
number of the men af largeat, experlenoe
and ripeat jndgment ln the ranka af the
Libemal Party. The nev Bill accepta the
pariah as the unit af Eughish rural lite. The
power heretafare veated in the squire, the
rectar, and tbe churcb.warden, viii here-
ai ter be vested ln represtative local par-
isb coundila. Pamishes containing lesu than
three bundred persans are ta be grouped
ifor the purposea ai the Bill. Ail parishes
containing mare than three hnndred, vbich
categary comprises, it i8 said, nine thousand
ont ai a total ai fil teen thanaand, viii elect
caunnois composed ai from five ta fifteen
members, according ta population. Thes
councils viii act as administrative and execu-
tive bodies in ail local affaira. Tbey vill
have the management ai parochial pmaperty,
vater supplies, fire-engines and fire-escapes,
lighting and local improvementa ai ail sorts,
public hibramies, etc. The IlSpeaker" de.
scribes the Bill as a r3storation ai the eamiy
methoda ai English village hife, befare IL
vas banded aver te *a feudal aristocracy.
IL la quite iikeiy that popular squirea, rectars
and cbnmcb vardens wiii be given a promi.
nent anid infinential part in the working ai
the nev machinemy for sorne Lime ta corne,
but nons the ss iLs effact in devehoping
intelligence, manlineas, business capacity,
and independenc3 ai spirit, lu the common
.people, canat 1,11 ta be paverini.

WEEK.
Pntting aoide, as vs think vs can do,

ail local feeling, it strikes us as naL unn'a-
turai or unresanable that the membera ai
the CJanadien Institute should b. unvilling
ta accept far iL si position ai subordination ta
,jta yannger tbaugh more ambitions sister, Lbe
Royal Society ai Canada. Like individuals,
societieu vhicb have aohievod a certain
meaeure of suocesa by their awn nnaided
efforts and in the face ai serions obstacles,
develop an individuality in whicb they takre
an bonst pride, andi vbich they are ioth ta
sacrifice even for the sake ai superior advan-
tagea lu certain respecta. To sncb, the loge
af individuality means often a iose ai
strength. We have neyer been ahie ta take
kindi7 ta the close-oorparatian ides, lu liter-
ature or pbilosophy, any mare tban in man-
ufactures or commerce or proiessional 111e,
and hence, perhatis, are hardhy in a position
ta offer an opinion upon sncb a maLter.
But there la surely room for question
vbsther the Royal Soiety might nat
strengthsn ita position and enlarge ita ue-
fuinesa by making pravision, if iLs constitu-
tion dosa not nov admit ai sncb an arrange
ment, vhercby aid and weil-established
socisties such a the Canadian Insttuts
might hecome asaciated an terme ai equal.
ity, or at leaat on conditions which vanld
enable the tva ta vork tagether and be-
corne mntualhy heipini, vithont, affendig
the naturai amour propre ai either. We
venture tbe remark on general principlea
for vbat it is wortb, and vithaut any knov-
ledge, other than tbs.t gleaned irom the
rather apirited discussion at Ottawa, ai the
viewa and feelings ai the memibers ai the
Canadian Instituts, ai whom vs have nat
the bonour ta ha ane.

Not 'the least intaresting arnong the-
procesdings ai the Royal Society ai Canada,
at its recent annuai meeting, vers the
telicitous address read by the President,
Dr. Bourinot, ta His Excellency the Earl
ai Derby, on the occasion ai hie ratirement
fromn the position ai Hoenorary Preeldent of
the Society, ai a neceasary consequene ai
the termination ai bis terni ai office as
Governor-Generai ai the Dominion. The
deep affliction throngh vbich Ris Excel-
lency bas beau cal'ed 'ta pase rendered

especiaily appropfiate the expression ai
Sympathy iu whicb the members ai the
Society gave voice La the feeling ai ail
classes ai Canadian citizens, as vell as ta
their avu. The mane remark May witb
equal. oonfidenc3 ha made vitb regard ta
the varrn tributs paid by the Society ta

ser ,

atiolls

'Vo£ 1 X


