
JtJLV lûth, 1891.1

The conditions which make possible this comprehensive
atudY of literature as an art, and as an expression of
hunlman life, have nlot existed until within comparatively
recent tilines. There are glimpses here and there in the
Works of the greatest minds of the unity of knowledge,
gI 8 Pes of the range and significance of literature as the
Vital oIItCome of al human experience ; but the clear per-
'PtiOn of these truths bas been possible only to modern

The perception of the truth that literature is, in large
biee8ure, conditioned on the development. the surroundâ-
i1Y98 and the character of the men who create it ; that the

at and varied movement of humanity recorded in history

i% e eo of nt a progressive unfolding, a coherent
oY'eF tir oaf man's nature ; and that literature, as a part¶ o tbevs movement, represents a growth, a vital process,
%bdn il therefore, a part of the discovery of himself which

lte inaking as his supreme achievement in life-these
iPL formin" ideas of the modern critical movement.

46 0 bOPoch of purely textual criticismu has long passed5waY ; that work bas been transferred mainly, if flot
ettrelYY to th(, schiolars. IEsthetic criticism, on the other
hnd, bas been immensely enriched and stimulated by the
aPPlicatio to literature of the ideas wbich have been set

Ibuh; Yfeve -r in the history of letters has there been s
O1CCritloism of the highest order as during the present

Yiur. he permanent element in literature' il not forni
Pt8irit ; flot a particular manner, but perfection of

floe nt uniformity of execution, but endlesq variety,
Ilfl1 always with supreme excellence. There are flaw-
t 'dels, but they are for inspiration, not for imitation ;
tI1Y fi' the standard of quality, but they liberate the hand

Ichar they inspire. This was, perhaps, the tirst great

t e, efected by the modern way of looking at litera-
tn te extent and significance of that change can be

by Comparin g the criticismi of Voltaire with that of
%infteB0 uv the crîticismn of Dr. Johnson with that of

hew Arnold.
.ii~W'thOut consideration of the contents of modemn

'lm, the fact that so niany minds of the highest class
Pu '"ade it their chief means of self-expression ought to
Put leou guard against any conclusion involving its rank

"fI rgfIna contribution to literature. That men of the
~cof .Oleridgo, Carlyle, Sainte-Beuve, and Arnold have

00 critîcism as the method of expression best fitted to
4fvey their convictions and conclusions is a suficient

refusr to those who regard it as a secondary form, and

ete recognize it as original and tirst-hand work.
otehaustion of creative impulse, but change of direc-

rond lIndicated by the attractiveness of criticism to
of fo et mninds; flot a decline of force, bu t the application

,Oce througih a new instrument.
Tiefact and the îaw of life and art-these are the

18 slW0 for which criticism, consciously or uncoasciously,
,i,.iae searching. These forai what Fichte called "lthe

"eidea of the world," which. Illies at the bettom of ai

F3a111 . e. Hlerder, Goethe, Hildebrand, and Grimm
bowdn ~efive adScherer ; Coerdg, Carly le, ArnoldJ
cornY and Hutton ; Emerson and Lowell -tho great

Î. lIly f hoe who have pursued criticismn for the
hebe nds-have eacli and ail disclosed the power of

forra idas 'Ipon their work. They have fashioned a new
let,,, itaure, and ene perfectly adapted to the intel-
Yh, e Od and tendencies of the age-a formi through

btthe creative impulse, following the scientîfic method,
Do nthe truest literary spirit, works with a freedom and

~k lhic attest the adaptation of the instrument to the
'ia~ ~dern criticism bas given us a new conception of

1whiatub Studying comprehensively the vast material
bei0 t aIl et its band, dîscerning clearly the law of

of aile n art, and the interdependence and unity
0fo devolopment, it bas given us an interprota-

'i t O lteratu re which. is nothing less than another chapter
civil, e elation of life. This is its real contribution te

Ca' *this is the achievemient wbich stamps it as
t,"eWork. The epic described adequately and nobly
?P. and movement of an objective age ; the drama

%bd oflted tihe relations of men to the powers above them,
trtýthe organized social and moral forces about themn

14 18u ainth hand. of the great wrîters, discloses the
and th to f art and life as these final realities are

4 lhough literature.-Hamiltou Wrightt Malie, intiiovr Rtievew.

81',bCTA7OR"~ ON i A,,ILERWAN A.YD CIAN-

ADIAY POBIS.

question why bas A merican poqtry s0 little vitality,
hlot fiOfn ite interest. If literature, as a whole, did
buOt relah i Anierica, we might say that the soul was
Prout dy; but this is notoriously net the case. The

i0 u th" present geeainis qieas good in Amer-
t ngi l]and. Indeed, we are inclined te believe

rit otter. In our experience, the prose now heing
1h0 rio the other side of the Atlantic is eften more

'l~ nd bas a groater sensle of distinction and of force
n'es, ta~5  tan on this. The chances are that an ordi-

1til 0 e 'cau work of fiction ormcriticism, or a book dealing
ec?~ti Yaw, science, or history, will be less open to

%teu. 1the score of style, than one dealing with sîmi-
%bd~ i~1 et Published in England. A certain slevenliness
>%lit egnce often noticeable in the work of English

4touY ls ' 8 eldon1 to 1be found among our kinsmen. Their
wrthout lein- tiledC or pompnsi bas the'
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eighteenth century. Lt is certainly, thon, net any want of
the lîteramy sense wbich injures Ainiericani verse. Nor,
again, is it any lack of appreciation of poetry. Take it
aIl in aIl, the American public is more appreciative ini
regard te good poetry than the English. It is a comyaen-
place that Mm. Matthew Arnold and Mr. Browning, and
even Lord Tennyson, have had ten admirers in the United
States for one in England. What, then, is the easen ?
We confeas te being uttemly unable even te suggost an
answer. What makes the matter even more incempre-
hensible, is the fact that the IlYounger Canadian Peets "
are very much more interosting as poots than the mon of
the saine race and languago who live a littie te the soutb
of them. Some of the poems in the -1Appendix " of Mr.
Sladen's volume contain descriptions of natural ebjects
which are full of beaoty. For example, the following
verse, taken from a poem called Il Between the Rtapids,"
by Mm. Archibald Lampman, strikes us as an excellent
piece of landscape painting:

The w sels grw wild, anl frome tire risin- shore
LiTue cooli wind creeips, the faint wooi odours steal
Lie glicsts;aLdowm the river, hlackeming floor
Thelicristy fumnes hegimi tii (eeli andi reel.

Once moire 1 leax e yîîî, waîîderimîg toward the night,
Sxveet hronie' s wet heart, that woulîl bave lield nie imn

Xhitlîer 1 go I k now eut, and tire liglit
le faiet before, and! rest is baril to Win.

Ahi, sweet ye w ere, anmd mîar tii heaveri', gate
But youth is hind, ani wisdî,mu cîmnes too late.

We bad marked among the Canadian poems several other
stanzas for qnotation, but mnst content ourselves with oe
more example. The follewing linos are taken from a poeem
called "The Building of the Bridge," by Mm. Barry Stra-
ton:

1 kuîîw tire secret,, cf tlîy streans,
The disky entrances %vhichm lead
Tii quiet hauntm, xvhere hierons feed,
WVhere dayliglît panses, siceps and dreanîs.
Witlîie this circiing wooîlland mere
The swîlien sprieg-tide swainps tire grass
Save where the scattered lînmnmniiceks vise,
And o' or fieldls je harvest bare
Thle waters 0(1(13 everywhere,
Andi little imutIîuffs pause or pass
Like clîîndlets ie thy iirrorod skies.
Hem-e vhere tire sumîken weed-ineeli parts,
\Vax-white lile,,anid golden hearts
Siseli on tire streamu, -fair spirits, they,
Of woîîing heamns that, oni a day,
Sigiied tlîrcîiglthe naple 1'o,lîS ahîve,
Anîd di il chponthy I reast for love!

The felicity of phrase and sympathy witb Nature te ho
found in those linos are te be met witb in many other cf
the Canadian poeema.

We cannot leave Mr. Sladen's volume without a word
of explanation. We have judgod the younger Aiuemican
poots as if Mm. Sladen's selections were certainly repre.
sentative of them at their best. It is, however, possible
that this is net se, and that a more competent selection
iniglit have poduced a volume which would have won a
différent verdict. That Mr. Sladen bits net selected wisely,
we have, indeed, a certain anount of evidence. lie has
certainly net donc Justice te Lanier, wbose powoms as a
poet we have been glad te ecognize. In case, thon, it is
the selection which ought t.o be blamed, and net the peets,
we otler by anticipation an apology te the wmitoms whom
we have judged, net by their strongoat, but possibly by
thoir weakest, work.

¶11E 1AMBLER.

A MONG the many poetie effusions wbich, tbreughout
the Dominion, have found appreciative readers, I

notice the following-written at the advanced age of 91-
by the late Law Clemk cf the lieuse of Commons, Mr. G.
W. Wicksteed. To ho able te write verso and te take ami
active interest in public matters when one bas passed by
twenty yeams the natumal limit, is an unusual affair, ibnd
one that needs ne comment save congratulatien.

SIR JOHN MACD)ONALD.

Quis desiderio sjt iuilur aut nmodus
'Tain cari capiti. -Hsr., Lib. Ode 24.

lai îioath 's cciii armus cuir coîmtrys fatiier lies
\Vheii shall bis eqîîal glati hor longimîg eyes?

hy diîstance parted, wlîem lier pueouple weme
1Estraîîged ami selarate, scîttem'ed here and there,
lite by a comupact fiuni, amnd wisely îlanned

(,ax e themn for counîtry ail Camiadiami lamnd.
Anîd tretclîed cer mucumîtaimu steelu and prairie iroail,
Foir friendly jmtercuîîse ami irohi rouad.

L(îng wjtli consuriîate staitesrnîansliip hie swayed
Tht, counicilsiof itle mnatiom ie h ailimade,
Ccitended for the riglit witlî tonguie and îuem
AmiI womn by kimdly deeds4 the lîearts of inu
Anmd oid-tine friends amnd ouI olwoeents vied
In pati jot surrow when MACI îONt mIi (lied.

Ottarwa, Jonc 51i, 1891. W.
[iThe above beantiful tri-iute to the mîemory of the late lameilteti

Premier was received le this office sooe after bis death, but tbrough
inadvertemîce was muiîieaid an uîixpiîhlislîed until uow.-En. Citizen.]

Citizen, Jane 15, 1891.

It is very dreadful indeed te have te descend'te clip.
pings-espocially wbeîî ono may net plead in extenoation
that the weatber bas been bhot-but I hope the strength
and humeur of the cutting wiIl excuse me. It is 50 gond,
I tbink, tbat THa WEEK mlust vontilate it, in erder that
the Church cheirs of the future may lay its lesserîs te
beart. It is entited-"« A Little Fntber On ":

Il A LITTLE FURTIIEif ON-A FRAGMENT.

"Ho had been an energetic curate from 1870 te 1880,
filled te the hrim with aIl the schêmes and methods of bis
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time. He was now, in 1900, an energetie recter, whose
principal thonght day and night was for bis parîsh and the
Cburch he served. By bis side sat his comate, a youn gman with a puzzied and huntod expression of countenance,
and on the opposite side of the room another young mari,
the erganist, sat before a smiall harmonium, tnrning over
a heap of music. The three appeared to be discussiing a
harvest thanksgiving for the following week.

We begin at the Lord'm Prayer, of course,' said the
rector, 1 thon Venite, one psalm-I think it had botter ho
iPsalm cxvii., a lesson (and Smith, I shahl only read two
verses>, the T/e Deum, a hymu, the Creed harînonized, an
anthem, one collect, and a hymn. Will you make a note
of it, Brown V1

You wii not introduco a Sermon V' asked the curate.
Better not,' said the rector. 1 Don't you remember

what a fuss they made when you preachod on Good
Friday ?'i

Il' It was net more than five minutes,' said the curate,
bumbly.

Il1But,' said bis rector, ' they said it was the thin end
of the wedge, and that it took aIl the brig htness eut of the
service, and you know it is of the last importance to get
the young men te church.'

Il1There was a yeung man at church last Sunday,' said
the emganist hopefuily.

"'t was Gubbens, and lie yawnod,' said the curate.
Yawned 1 ' said the horror-stricken recter, 1 that

must net eccur again 1 We must leave eut a colleet or
semetbing. What can we do te amuse him l? Ho must
be amused ! Brown, can you snggest anything V'

"I 1did stand on my bead on the organ stool at the
end of the lesson,' said the organist, rather aggriovod, ' but
some of tbem didn't notice me, and some of them said they
bad seen it done botter. 1 can't think of anything elso at
the moment.'

Il'You are always kind,' said the rector, warmly,
and yen know hew difficuit it is te freep) up the interest.

When 1 was a curate, the banjo was one groat mieans of
ebtaining influence in a parish, but now even the infant
school refuses to listen to it.'

Il1Still a few mon used te ceme occasionally,' said the
organist, 'Rebinson, fer instance.'

'! 1 I'm afraid Robinson isn't as steady as ho was,' said
the rector. 'lie is net as regular at billiards and the
bi-weekly dances as ho used te be.' The threc goeui mon
looked at oe anether, wearied and cast dewn.

I speke te hini about it,' said the curate, 'and ho
explained that billiards and dancing were too stale, but lio
would join a balloomi club if we started one.'

Il'Yes,' said the recter, 1 I wîsh we could ; but
balleons are se frightfuhly expensive, and the duchess wen't
belp, because she says she had te give £100 te the choir
excursion te the West Indies, and she was perfectly cor-
tain they were net satisfied, because they hoard Parkinson
took bis choir te Khiva!'

Il1It was the seciety for stinding' everybody te itm-
burg for a femtnight that spoilt our choir treatS,' said the
erganist. ' Befere the G. E. H.FI. they were quite con-
tented witb Beulogne fer a day or two.'

I'And you must remember,' said the comate, ' that
the duke was net encored when ho sang a coruic son" iin
character at the Half-houriy Amusement Club.' Z

Il'Well,' interposed the organist, 1 ho ceuld hardly
expoct it, fer aince the Two-penny Ticket Society was sot
on foot net even a break-down bas a chance in this
country.'

I wish,' said the rector, reflectively, ' we could get
up enough fer a sot of these automatie choristers ; feor
since we intmoduced whist in the vestmy before evensong
on saints' days it i8sos difficuît te get the nuen into the
choir i'

Il1Everything is difficoît newadays,' remarked the
curate. 'The committee for the Free Clotbing Guild
complains that the wemen will net wear a dmess which is
net imported fmem Paris. And,' centinued the recter,

there was a row at the Froc Board te-day because yen
put cloar turtle on the menu two days running.'

"1And the Guild of Amusements Comnmittee told me,'
said the erganist, gloomily, ' that, unless on pain of
deatb, the mombers wouldn't see anotlier magie lantern
they wore se sick of them ! '6

Il1Thon,' said the rector, despairingly, ' I do net Seo
how the Bible truth8 are te be brought home te themn. If
they will net ho tauglit dramatically or eperatically, or
even by the oxy-hydrogen light, I don't sc what is te
become of the Chumch of Engiand. And if this Free
Recreation and Gratis Sommer Tour Act passes, I don't
know how we are te stand eut against the Secularists ! '

IlThe curate besitated. ' Suppose,' said the curate
diffidently, 1 we were te try a little religion.' "1-Spero, in
the Montkly Packet.

The adoption of the conventional black silk gown by
the Judges on the New York Bencb is a fact of some .4ig-
nificance, intimating that stop by stop the customs of an
older country are being copied. Certainly-this world
cannot get on witbeut iRitual, and there is nothing I hike
botter te aee than people who have a rigbt te exorcise
anthority, exercising it in the legitimate and satisfactory
way. I would mucb rather, for instance, deal always
with officiaIs whe do their work otlicially, who, by reason
of their opportunities and position, show that they are
accustomed te take the initiative, than with shy or absent-
minded or underbred people who appear more than haîf
ashamed of their duties. This bas ever been a strong


