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— ARCTURUS. — A

- Strange Medicines.

FroM an almost endless catalogue
of healing spells which. are to this day
ractised by the peasantry of various
gistricts in England and Scotland, I'will
quote a few which are considered cer-

tain remedies. The Northumbrian cure.

for'warts is to take a large black snail
rub the wart well with it; and then im-
pale the poor snail on a thorn hedge.
As the poor creature wastes away, the
‘warts will surely disappear. In the
“West of Eigland eel’s blood serves the
same purpose.  For goitre or wen o far
more horrible charm must be tried.

The *hand of a dead child must be]|

rubbed nine times across the lump, or,
still better, the hand of & suicide. It is
not many years since a poor woman
living in the neighbourhood of Hartle-
pool, acting on the advice of a “wise
woman,” went alone by night to an out-
house where lay the corpse of a suicide
awaiting the coroner’sinquest. Shelay
all night with the hand of the corpse
resting on her wen; but the mental
shock of that night of horror was such
that she shortly afterwards died.

In the neighbourhood of Stamford-
ham, in Northumberland, whooping
cough is cured by putting the head of a
live trout into the mouth of the patient
and: letting the trout breathe into the
child’s mouth. Or else a hairy cater-
pillar is put in a small ‘and tied
round the neck of the child, whose
cough ceases as the insect dies.

A peculiar class of remedy is that of
making offerings of hair as a cure for
whooping cough. In Sunderland, the
crown of the head is shaved and the hair
hung ugon a bushor tree,infull faith that
as the birdscarry away the hair, so will
the cough vanish. In Lincolnshire, a
irl suffering from ague cuts a lock of
er hair, and binds it round an aspen
tree, praying it to.shake in her stead.
In Boss-shire, where living cocks are
still occasionally buried as a sacrificial
remedy for epilepsy, some of the hair of
the patient 1s generally added to the
offering. And at least one holy well in
Ireland (that of Tubber Quan near Car-
rick-on-Suir) requires an offering of hair
from all Christian pilgrims who come
here on the last three Sundays in June
to worship St: Quan; part of the éere-
monial required is that they should go
thriceround aneighbouring treeon their
. bare knees, and then each must cut off
a lock of hishair, and tie it to a branch,
as‘a charm against headache. The tree,
thus fringed with human hair of all
colours, some newly cuf, some sun-
bleached, is" a curious sight, and an ob-
Ject of deep veneration.

.'Travellers who remember the tufts of

heir which figure so largely among the

votive offeringsin Japanesetemples may
trace some feeling in common between
thekindred superstitionsof these Eastern
and Western Isles. . '

Hideous is the remedy for toothache
practised at Tavistock in Devonshire,
where a tooth must be bitten from a
skull in the churchyard, and kept al-
ways in the pocket.

Spiders are largely concerned in the
cure of ague. In Ireland the sufferer is
advised to swallow aliving spider. In
Somerset and neighbouring counties, he
is to shut a large black spider in a box
and leave it to perish, while in Flanders
he is to imprison one in an empty wal-
nut shell and wear it round his neck.
Even in sturdy New England a linger-
ing faith in the superstitions of the old
mother country Jeads to the manufo-
ture of pills of spiders’ web as a cure
for ague, and Longfellow tells of a popu-
lar cure for fever -

By wearipf a spider hung round one's neck in a
nutshell, " - )

This was the approved remedy of our
British ancestors for fever andague; and
Tam told that in Sussex the prescription
of a live spider rolled up in butter is
still considered good in cases of obstin-
ate jaundice.

any and horrible are the remedies
for erysipelas. Thus at Loch Carron in

Ross-shire we know of & case in which | P

the patient wasinstructed tocut off one-
half of the ear of a cat, and let the blood
drip on the inflamed surface.

ll; appears that. the old superstition
may even survive insuch an atmosphere
of strong common sense as that of Penn-
sylvania, where so recently as the year
1867 a case was reporied in which & wo-
man was found to have administered
three "drops of a black cat’s blood to a
child asa remedy for eroup. Her neigh-

bours objected to her pharmacy, and

roved their superior wisdom by publie-
y accusing her of wibcheraft. .
Of the burial of a living cock on be-
half of an epileptic patient we have had
many instances in the north of Scotland
in the present century, but this savours
rather of devil-propitiation and sacrifice
than of medicine lore
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