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HE conteat between protectionists and f ree-traderu has
been generally looked upon as a struggle between pro-

ýers and consumera. Tih. argument for protection han
vays beeu that the. goverumeut aiiould restrict the. im-.
'tation of foreign commodities, mnufactured at lower coat
m similar domestie commodities, to enable the. home pro-
,er to compete on favorable ternis in his own market.
e free-trade argument has been that suci protection has
vay's beeu ut thie cost of the. consumner wiio han been
igéd to psy the higiier prices, and that thia waa unfair
s leglalation ln that it taxed the. many for the benefit of
!tew, wile fromn the. economie point of view it was un-
§eui that it forced the. investment of labor and capital

or more profitable te lesa profitable lines of enterprise.
is argument la clear sud familiar. It assumes that eacii
lividual, if eutirely free to aet, wilI se.k the. moat pro-
le) employm.ut for bis capital. The f set that a pro-

tive tariff i needed in order to maintain an industry
a given community shows that tliat iudustry la less

apted to the. character of the. naturel resuce, or the
macter of the producing population, than an industry
Îch cau support itself without extraneous aid. Prote.-
la, therefore, la supposed te be eitiier useless or barmful
mailemn, wher. the. home producer eau nell bis gooda
?sper tbau the. foreigu producer; barmful, wii.re the. goods
1 be iuiported more eiieaply from abroad, ince it bringa
restment lu less profitable lines.

In the face of this seemingly inevitable logic, the. pro-
tionlats have beeu endeavorlug te justify their faith;
a some of their argzuments have been profound, wiiile
bers bave been shallow. Wile we de~ fot ber. diseuse
!se arguments, we must remember that when the tariff
,omean su ie of practical polities, as it la -now between
? agricultural and the. uiaufaeturiug classes of tlis eoun-
rtheu.cesslty of appealing te different classes of people

r upoti almost certain te result lu au amry of in-
Igisences.The most common aud obvions inconsistency

th free-traders la their maintaining at one sud the.
ne tf me that protection hs uot ueed.d lu order te maintaiu
g4ue iudustry and that the. resuit of protectlug sucii an
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inustry la to divert labor aud capital iuto leas profitable
undertakîngs. Oue charge may b. true of one industry
aud the. other of another, but they canuot both b. true of the.
same indnatry at the sanie time. But th. great incon-
siateucy bas been that of the protectionist party, wiiicii
after saying that protection la necessary because of the.
inabllity of the. home producer te meet the. competition of
foreigu ciieap gooda, sud mindful of the. fact that the. con-
sumer wants hlm goods as ciieap as possile sud la williug te
buy tiiem from the. foreign manufacturer rather than psy
tribute te the. domestie manufacturer, turns about sud re-
plies that under asayutemi of protection domcmtic gooda eau
b. purebased as eiieap as forelgu gooda under s systeni cf
free trade, becaune the growth cf the. domestie industry wifl
lead te competition wiie wlll ultlmately reduce the. home
prie te the, level of the. forelgu prie. Tiie obvious reply
te tiil that if the manufacturer has came te the, point
wbere bie eau sell as ciieap as the foreiguer hie would net b.
injured by a reductien of the tariff.

Now, eltiier the tariff raines prices here or it doeg net.
If doxnestic prices are ne higiier than foreigu prices, wiiat
la the, good of protection? But if protection des maintain
a hilgb.r iv.l of prices for the, benefit of the, producer, then
la there any way cf escaping the. conclusion that the ceti-
aunm.r pays the, price, sud thnt the benefit cf one domestic
clama is paid eut cf the. peekets cf another?

But let us net prejudg. the question; for 'wien w. talk
of the. relation cf the. tariff te the. prie of a commodity w.
are inclin.d te talk ratiier glibly as if there were but on.
prie for au article at a given time, wiieu la reallty tiiere
are varions prices. Net only are dlfferepit producers seii-
lng the, same article at different prices, but the saine pro-
ducer frequently sells different parts of the. same product at
different prices lu different markets. It le a commoli
practice for producers te selI at differeut priceen udlferent
markets. lu etiier words, tue principle adopted lu zailway
rate msklag of "ciiarging wbst tue traffie will bear"' la now
a common ruie of trade. But, spart from tiies. divergences,
of prie, w. must empiiasiz. a mucb simpler but ususilY
overloooed faet that at auy given tinte for .317 stanidard
article ther. lu a prodneer's price, a jobiier's prie, sud a
retailer's prie. Apart front the tariff en.tirely, s re4iietioii
of 25 cents lu tihe miii prie of a eommodlty ils frequently
aecompanied 1>y ne cbange in the. consumer's prie; sc it la
quit. possible that a reduction of a tariff by 25 cents, even
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