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The Militia Modicai Service.

We are devotingtliis nuinîber vers' largely to thec Associa-
tion of Militia Medical oflicers, andti o that brandi of the
ser%'ice its iiemibers represent. I. is a tiepartinient to whîcli
far too litile attentioni lias been pait in theli past ; but it is
confideiitlY e xpected that the labours of tlie Association w7ill
bear good fruit in the renoval of the obstacles \vhichi stand
ini the %way of our liaving a tlîorouoly lvflicientit meJicai staff,
one readv ii everv- detil for uviatever contingencv niay
itrise.

The New Minister of Militia.
'l'ie Cabinet bias again unidergotie a sliulille of portfolios,

ant ilt at of M1ilitia anti Defence bias fitîlen to ftie Hon. Jolhn
Colebrooke Patterson, formieriv Secretarvy of State. X'Vile

it is rnuch to bc regretteti tliat hficexperience andi personatl
inspection of the principal staiitns. ust completeti bv the late
Minister is practicaily iost Itheli force, the nmembers of the
miilitia \vill tiot, \%e feel confident, let anytbiîig stand in the
w'w of' a liearly w~elcomie to the ne%% chief. We sîicerelv
trust tlîat lie wiii set bînîselfIto examine careftilvy thie present
Condition oftifei force, andi, althougli lie cannot fail to he
appalieti at its deliciencies ini modern arnis anti etuipinent,
lie will, we lioie, îlot lose couragre but set hinîseif to wvork
wvîîb a will to nmake flhe Canadian mîilitia a cretîi.t tî tle couîî-
t rv so fir as lies in bis powver. We iivant irsi. andi foreniost,
at rifle of motdern mnake anti efficient at long ratngýes ; wc vanî
an etîuipnmnt itl %I wiclî a tcv ccorps in ec dithstrict coulti
go to the front ai a mtmnent's notice sliotidtoccasion teiant
we wvanitftie rates tif pay increasc(l in proportion to lengîli
of service so tibatttibere lie sonie inducenient to meni to re-
maini a fcév vears. insteati of dropping out after eaclh camîp;
and \%e mvaîît Io sec an increased inotnt tof lpraclictal en-
cotragenient to shoot iîg, both iniitfli artilierv ant i îf'an trv
esiîccîallv is tiiîs xvattd ini the permnt inf uant rv corps
Wvlere Itle tise of tlîeir omîly icapion lbas heci grossly lncg-
lecteti. Thlese are a fèev of the nmany uget anlts of, tle
nîiilitia, andtieflicn% M inister lias an excellent chanice of
niaking bis nriime the nost heneficial one to flhc force silice
the l)epartnuent was establisieti.

Medico-M iiitary Literature in Canada.
Of earlv iiiiiary suro-erv in Caiiada there is littie on re-

cord except ini the way of detacheti references and aneccdotes
such as given ini the \vorks of Col. Landmnann, IDr. 1)ulop
and other traveliers ; extracts frm sonie of ibese arcetzivt'n
ini other parts of this papîer, 'l'le duieis of' ncclical olUicers
ini the old dcavs were unusuialiy severe, andi, until placcd on
the half-pýay, they had litie leisure for writing other thans
professional reports ; the gencral waînt of knowvledge of'
simple sanitarv laws oni the part of tlîo rank and file, t lie ab-
sence of ancstbtilics, thec deliciencies ini nieclicýal store<.s, lack
of nmeans of transport of stores îind of i lic sick and Nvoundclci,
comibined to runder t lie position of a reginientai surgeon on1
active service onie of titreni iti ing %ork andi afxiei v.

The %var of* î8 2-1 i-- hicniost important nîilitaryvvent to
Canadians sincc the conquitesi -- prodtceti vorks on its
mctlical aspect froni surgeons il> hoth armies. It is credit-
able Io the Aniericans that tlhe volume enmanating from thieir
arnuy vas flot oniy issued is-isi but is by far the more ex-
liausi ivc and comiplote. It is entitieet:

-M-edîcal sketchesof the canmpaign Oif 1812, 1813, andi
1814 ; to \which are atideti Surgical cases ; Observations on

Mltr lspit ais ; antiFiing optl attacliedti lua
Mioviîîg Arni%. 1h James Mannî, M. D)., llospital.Surgeons
of t(lic Arniv, et c. I)edbiam ( Mass.) 1 816.''

'l'ie \vork deais, cyl course, \vith oni the Anicrican armv,
and %wit b the count ry t lrougli whîiciî it passeti in its varions
marches ; but mianv items of inhcrest to the historian as ue ll
as ho the surgeon are given, andth te \\Iole work is very
creditable. \Viien, iîove ver, i lie a u ihorlJea vest lesa fégrouncldof
prof essionai experiiccs anti flotinders mb i Iiitarv cdeta-il, lie
becomses (,riosslNv bombasi ic andi inaccnrate. Tl'le onlv'
Britishî mc(ical authiorit v who devotes nîuich space ho Ille
war and ius locale, is Dr. johni DougI.lass, \vho seî-vcd, during
the period ini question, in the 8 th 'Kn' Foot. H is
%vork is entitied 'ThPle NIedicai Topography of Upper
Ciiaad,an:ud, while of" no little întvrest, is inuc sinaller
and lcss conîiplete t han D)r. Nliinn's wvork.

Of later \vritcrs, Jirsi. place iniust bc given to Dr. H-enry,
fornierly of* tbe b6tli Foot, \vhlose very interesting remnii-
scences contain consicierabie information on nmedical i aters
up to fiftyv vears ago. 'l'lie Fenian Raitds of 1866 anti 1870
\vere hoo îîîsîglificanit bti enianti anytiiit gmore t han official
reports ; but thic medical anti surgicai tietails of the North-
West canîpaign of 1885, tleservctl a better fate, andi werc tif

suficient importance to mient a volume -eithier troni oneQ of
the manY abie surgeons who l ook paîrt ini the afl'air or a
sV niposiiii, l e observationis of those \% et

the chiief mechical coniniantis. Sncb a %vork could not fail to
lie of great value ttî thec service.

CORRESPONDENCE.
7'o //î<. lior of l'Hi C.xxanIAx Mu'r.wTAv GAZETiTEî

SiR, Vour Kîîgston correspondtenît alluties ho certain
punishmcîihs recentiv awvardet to --adets ah ttîe R. M. C. fol*
breachies otf disciplinie as being unitulv severe. i c;tnnot
liclp thlinkin thduit the offUcer wdîo invesiigahedth le case is
t lie best jtîge as Io wiiat Sentence slioultd be passed 011 the
tiffender, 1b'e fîaviuig h cardtheficevidetîce, wliicli vont-corres-
p)ontdent certainl (tliti not. .As for his ref rgice ho liuîisli.
mlent gîveniyars i«ro, 1 coîîs:ter that a revival of iliatters
long Iorzonten, andti vlicli cati doo uîo goot but wvottndtheli
teiifIcresîIfelings tif those conceriiet is iniost couteunptiblo
andti uncalleti for. h lis intentions inîavbc good, but ih i.s un-
f.air Ioho ieît some ho the e itriiiîit tof otiiers.
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