
DOMEN~ION MEDICAL IMONTHLY

WOOD ALCOIIOL.

BY J. S. SPRAGUE, Mv.D., STIRuANG, ONT.
Exarinitr in Materia iMedic.1, Co1kege or lhyilýais and burgcons

Poisoning by W>ood Alcoliol-Cascs of Deatht and Bl-indntcss
fromi Columnbiait Spirits and othii Metihylatcd Pr-epar-atioins."'
Suchi is the titie of an adclress presenteci by Dr. Buller, of Mont-
real, anci Dr. Casey Woodl, of Chicago, before the fifty-fifth
annual session of the American Medical Association, in the sec-
tion of ophthalmology The reprint fromi the Joutrnal of the
Avicican M1dedical Associatio.n was sent to me in consideration of
assistance given the above distinguishied men in framning miaterial
for address and report.

In ail some seventy-two cases are reporteci of total blindness
andf death, Dr. Buller furnishing' some five or six cases, attribut-
able to the use of wrood alcohiol or one of its many preparations,
of whlich Jamnaica g-Dinger, Flori-da water, lemnon essence, etc.,
afford but f ew illustrations. That deaths are so f requent f roni its
use is attributable to laws against the use of grain alcohol, and
such states in the Uniited States which have prohibition, and other
laws in opposition to the sale of alcoholic stimulants, have the
greatest. death rate. In one of the cases reported, Jamaica gin-
gei-, lemnon essence, and " Peruna," occasioned a spree, with the
resuits: l)lindness and death.

The reprint contains thirty-five pages, which is wvorthiy of the
interest of every ÏM.D., in f act, of the interest of everyone.

I submit from page 24 the following (although. the whole
adclress should be read very carefully by every 11M.D., who shoul-d
convev to his newspaper much of the information therein con-
tained in regard to the cleadly methyl alcohol)

TOTAL Nu-,i]ER 0F, METHYL ALCOHOL VICTuIMS.
Fiomn Dr. Bu]ler"s tables of ptiblishied histories wie hiave a wve]l-

authienticated list of fifty-four cases of miethyl alcohol amnblyopia,
to say nothing of the deaths that are incidentally mentioned, of
which no particular record wvas made. As the proportion of
deathis to survivais with blindness is a fa',irly constant one, and
rearding the reports intencled to describe blindniess only, we may
put clownl forty as t'te minimum numrber of puiblishied deathis.

Rýeference lias already been made to the experience of Dr.
Moulton with deaths f rom wood alcohiol on Indian reservations.


