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subscribers receiving

| be  permitted to notice the great increase in

Amongst the '« Signs of the Times” we may

works of a particular kind, all devoted to one
object, inspired by cne idea, and indeed in this
respect almost monotonous, so closely does one
resemble the other. "We allude to recent warks
on “ Speritnalism,” or ¢ Preumatology,” as
its disciples desigoate their system j its opponents
will probably speak of it disrespectfully, as
dablerie, or charlataory. '

Of this novel species of literature we may
envmerate the recently published * Memarrs”
of Home the Medium—a more pretentious work
on the ¢ Supernatural,” by Wm. Howitt, and
Owen’s « Footfalls.” Al these are devoted to
one object; that of establishing the fact that
there ever has been, and still is, direct sensible
commumcalion betwixt matter and spurit, be-

Son; and af W, Dalton's, corner of St Lawrence
and Craig Sts,
K We bog to remind our Corresponden
letlers wifl be taken out of the Post-Office,
_oaid, -

ts that no
unless pre-
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NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The Congress may now said to be dead. We
bave we suppose heard the last of this notable
scheme, and public attention in Lurope is occu-
pied about other and more important affairs. In

twixt the hivingin the flesh, and the departed.—
This communication manifests itselt at the pre-
seant day in many ways; but the mode of com-
muricalion more immediately insisted upon is

positive proof ; -and ' whilst the date of s first
‘publication 15 uncertain, -the most remote anti-
quity assigned to it, makes its first - appearance
not contemporaneous with, but eight years sub-
‘sequent to-the occurrence of the miracles theremn
narrated. The Gospel of St.. Mark was in point
of time still more remote from the- date of the
events it records than that of St. Matthew, and
it was published, not in Judea but, according to
coastant tradition in Rome. The Gospel ac-
cording to St. Luke first appeared twenty-seven
years after the death and resurrection of Chnst,
and probably in Greece, certamly not in Judea ;

either altogsther Inimav; .or’ partly diabolic.
‘Our object is to show how *directly “Protestant-
ism leads; first to scepticism, and - to materialism ;
and then from scepticism and materialism to the
wildest credulity. Itis of -this transition, that
the rapid increase of works on Spwitualism
and Preumatology is so striking a sign ; whe-
ther the result however will be favorable, or un-
favorable, tn the cause of truth we cannot as yet
venture to guess. Perhaps, Lowever, even in
modern necromancy there is a slight gain over
the older materialism ; and when a belief in a
personal devil shall have beea restored, perhaps

whilst the Gospel of St. John besides being
deutero-canonical—a book therefore which, ac-
cording to the sixth of the thirty-nie articles of
the Church of Eogland, bas no night to rank as
Holy Scripture—was only published some sixty
years after the death of Our Lord, and then
again not 1n Judea, where the mlraculous events
therein parrated are said to have occurred, but
at Ephesus. Thus tried or tested by the rules
or ¢riteria of Protestantism the entire evidence

that vulgarly knowr as ¢ Spirit Rapping,” and
its cognate phenomena.

It 1s aot our‘object to discuss the question of
the objective reality of these phenomena, or to
criticise the evidence adduced by Home, Judge
Edwards of the United States, by Howitt and
many others, n aftestation of the reality of ne-
cromancy, and the frequency of intercourse with

the first place, the late Pans elections, which
" have just resulted n the return of M. Pell.etau, -
1he Opposition candidate, by 4 majority of 6,000 ¢
' the mosi sirenuous exerfions o ;

Yaies ig spite of
the part of the Imperial Government to securej
(e election of 1ts supporter, is a decided symptom ;
of the growing aversion to the present regime 1o |
France. The Opposition have also succeeded
ir putting in their candidate for Dijon ; and as
these elections are suggestive, vot merely of
giscontent with a particular Ministry, but of a
deep scated antipathy to the Government in gen-
eral, and to the priociples on which it is based,
ther moy be almost looked upou as the fore-
sunpess of an unpending political it not 2 social, !
cataclysm. It is almost impossible
ate 1ieir importance, not to France only but to
Europe and the civilised world. The debatesin
e Senate wpon the Addiess have been very
animated : the foreign policy of the Ewperor has
been freely criticised, but wpon the whole, judg-
ing from the general tone of the debate, it does
poi appear hkely that France will engage 10 war
single handed with Russia, in behalf of the Poles.
Whatever liopes the latter may have once en-
tertained of foreign intervention must now be
dissipated ¢ and yet still we read of confhets be-
1wixt the gallant iusurgents and the Russian
iroops, i whicl victory often inclines to the sude
of the former. The Church in} Poland .15 now
sspecialle singled out for persecution ; fo:.' .t‘ne
Russaus seem to recognise that the religious
element has entered fargely into the conflict.—
As a just punishment fos their patriotism apd de-
votion to the national cause, the Cathelic Clergy
are therefore menaced witii conhiscation ot their|
property ; and already a contribution of 12 per
cent. has been imposed upon the revenues of all
ecclesiastics, and Catbolic schools and bospitals,
by reason of their not having aided the Russians
it their work of extermination.

The question of the German Duchfes is stifl
pregnant with danger 10 the peace of Europe.
A loice of 45,000 Federal troops 1s ready an the

" frontier of Holstein to invade Danish territory,
and to assert the rights of the Prince of Augus-
tenbury lo the Schleswig-Holstein Duclies.—
The pe?ople of Prussia seem for the mor.nent to

* have forgotten Lheir causes of quarrel with thewr
King, in- thew eagerness to fight for the German
Jatherland ; and the Témes urges- imely conces-
cicns on the new King of Denmark, as the only
means of avoiding a disastrous war.

1o the Soutb of Europe also a storm ‘seems

Victor Emmanuel keeps his forces in

~
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to exagger-

brewing. : .
readivess for an outbreak with Austria 1w the
Spring.  Garibaldi, that bird of ew1l omen, 15

again on the wing, and is said to be directing s
fight towards Turio ; winlst the people of Vene-
tia are being stimulated to action by pmclaxr.m-
tions from the General Commitlee, urging unlon
A revolt 1salsn said to be
prepariey in Hungary. Op the whele then it
may be sud that Lhe pmhhcal. a.tmosphere of
Europe 15 surcharged with electricity, thoughno
one seets o koow when, or at what momeut,
1be wmevnrtable storm will burst.

Tlhere appears to be a hitch in the arranpe-
meuts for placing the Tmperial erown of Mexico
upon the bead of an Austrimt Archduke. The
latter, it is said, before siznifying s fioa) accept-
unce of the proﬁ'ercd crown, insisted. upoo the
ition of the pew Empire by the Govern-

mept of - wiich Abe Lincoln ts the bead. This

recugniticn having been refused new arrange-
mnents will become nevessary, and Liows Napo-
leop will have 1o recast bis entire Mexican po-
licy.- -
The telegram from New York anucunces the
geath on Saturdey last of Mgr. Hughes, the
iLustrious Archbiskop of teat City. . Ths: amili-

- tary vews from the United States is vaimpor-
¢ events of any copsequence baving oc-

and a ceneral rising.

recodn

tait, R

the ¢ Spirit-world.”  That such intercourse
may obtaia, has heen the beltef of all nations,
savage or civilised, in all ages of the world ; and
that that intercourse actually bas obtained, can-
not be denied without a denial of the history of

the Old Testament, and the facts of Christianity. : founders of Protestantism fondly hoped to de-
: But the opinion generally expressed—we do not Istroy the reputaticn of the Chursh which they

it support of the truth of the New Testament
miracles is found wanting ; nor is it therefore to
be woodered at that, with those who have ad-
hered to Protestant premises and carried out
those premises fo their logical conclusions,
the resuit has been a general scepticism as o
the credibility of the miraculous narratives of the
Bible, as wellas to that of those more particu-
larly the property of the Romish Church.

And thus the miraculous or supernatural has
been eliminated fromn the faith of Protestants,
and by the same process as 1hat by which the

say entertained—-at the present day, especially | bad rebelled agawst. 'The matenahsm of the
amengst Protestants, is, that that itercovrse | present day was the mevitable result. 1f the
altogether ceased witl the Apastohc Age ; and ; supersatural mission of Ciirist brought u'nmor-.
that, since the first ceatury of nur era, all super-: tality to light, and established the reality of
natural phenomena, or 1 other words miracles, | ultra-mundane existence, doubts as to the super-
have disappeared from awongst men. This is ; natural 1o His mission necessarily im'olre.d Joub:s
the position which Protestantism has been forced , as to the truth of the subject matter of Llis reve-
to take up in arder to evade the force of the . lation. And yet men still yearned, as ever they |
evidence in support of the miracles of later cen-, Must yearn, for certainty upon the great question ,
Luries, when the-doctrines of the Ronush Church “of a life beyond the grave. Oa! in the bitter-
were undoubtedly prevalent throughaut Christen- "ness of therr Learts they exclamed—if we had
tom ; and which nwacles, or supernatural but certain proof of the reality of such a life—
Phenomena,were appealed to as decisiveyproofs of | that what we call death, is no death, but merely

the tiuth of those doctrines against whieh Pro- 2 translation to a higher order of bemg. In
testantism protests. ! vain were men thus painfully groping after the

It is evident that this negation of the modera | truth referred to the Lible for a solution of their

Protestants will agaio begin to beheve in a Per-
sona} God.

We have been requested to reply to the query
conveyed to us in the following letter :—
To the Edrtor of the True Witness.

Siz —How was it that the Catholic Ohurch— which
regards marriage 88 & Sacrament, aud manifested
her belief in its indissolubility by reforing to divorce
or re-marry the 8tk Henry of Englend—re-married :
the 1st Napoleon of France to Maria Louisa, of Aus-
tria, duning the life of the Emperor's first wifu Jose-
pbine ?

Yours truly,
TkqQUisITOR.

Before we answer we must define. By the
Cathclic Church, we suppose that the sriter of
the above means that body,or crgamisacion, of
which the Pope is the head upon earth: and if 1t
be 1w this sense that Tnguasilor understands the
words « Catholic Churcl,” we reply that the
Catholic Clhureh never sanctioned the union of |
the Emperor Napoleon with Maria Lowse, and ;
never recognised the sacramental validity of thay |
pretended marriage. The facts of the case are!
these. In the first place, when (he marriage or
uniou in question was contracted, the Pope, the
hiead and mouth piece of the Church, was a cnp-
uve in the hands of the French Emperor, who
never even took the trouble of endeavoring to
obtain the sanction of his prisoaer to his separa-
tiou from Josephice, and lus subseguent union
with an Sustitan Archduchess.  Io the
place, Napoleon at the tune whea that union oc-
curred, 2ud April, 1810, was not hunsel{ s men-
ber of the Catholic Church; having been ex- |
communicated, or cut off from the communion
of the faithful, by the Bull® Quum memorande.
tlla die,” published on the 11th June, 1809, and
which prononnced the sentence of Major Ex-
commupication upen all who Dbad counselled, aid-
ed, or taken part iz the outrages upon the loly

second

superpatural, that this demal of all imraculous i doubts. The Bible can soive those doubts only

phenomena for the last ecighteen bundred years, in so far asitis admitted to be itself a muacle, |
raust in process of ime, and 1f logically carried | i.e., a direct communication betwixt the spirit |
out, lead to the negation of the supernatural of o

more remote antiguity, and to tie deaial of all
muracles, whether recorded ia the book calied tie
Bible, or in the “ Lives of Romisk Saints,”—

' tural.  "Po those who doubt of the possibility of
: any such 2 commuaication, the Bibie can be of
. no use whalsoever ; for with them the one ques-,

t
And 501t 15 that the tendency of the Pratestant | 100 at issue 13— Cun there be, has there ever!
mind at the present day, as evinced in the writ- commuaication 2 To
ings of the Germao Neologists, and of their ask men memally_ s0 circumstaaced, to accept
imitators at Oxtord, is to elimale the superna- | the Dibe as containing a solution of their doubts

tural from the DBibhcal records, and to treat a involves therefore the petitio principei, is the as-

i been, such a2 supernature

See, and the rights of the Sovereign Pontiff, :
As an excomnmunmicated person, therefore, Napo-
leon was cutside of the pale of the Catbohe

1
1l
'

i

"and flesh-—betwixt the natural, and the superpa- i Chureh ; and the latter therefore could not, und | their hands

witkout authority from - the: ‘Pope, proceeded io
the célebration of the pretended " mar;fage of
Napoleon with Mirie Louwise. Of the Cardi-
nals present i Paris thirteen, {though invited

refused to attend at  the mérnage, and by so doj
ing incurred the Lostility and incessant persecu-
tion of the Emperor, who rightly construed their
absence from both the ciril and religious cere-
monies of his second nuptials, as a tormal pro-
test against their vahdity. Cardinal Consaly; in
his Memoires has left us a full account of the
motives which determined hit and hic colleagues
to take this bald step ; which of itself s a suffi-
cient proof that, whatever may have been the
conduct of individval ecclesiastics, the Catholie
Church, that body or Society of which the Pope
15 the head and mouthpiece, never countenanced

never gave its sanction to, never ook apy par!,
1 the union of Napoleon and Mare Louse of
Austria.

The Freach Emperor had in short succeeded

: for a season — tbank God for a short season only

—in establishing in France a politico-religious
system such as that which Henry VIII of Epg.
jand meditated. He was not only master :}
the person of the Dope, but he bad assumeq
Papal authority over the Chureh in France,
which be hed thus inade the instrumcut of hjs
tyranny. Iothe words of the Protestant his-
torian Ranke :—

o Nﬁpol.eon mnst vigorousiy g
the State in opposiiion to the Church ; he regarded
the declaration of 1682 a3 u fundamental Iaw of the
realm, and crused it to be expcunded in the schools «
he would suffer no religious vows, and no monksé
the regnlations respecting marriage which were lnid
down Iz in_s Code Civile were at variance with the
.Gntpoh_c principles of the Sacramental o ture of that
institution ; the organic arlicles which be added

from the first to the concordat were i
] re utterly antj-
Roman.” — Hist of the Popes, ¥ et

Is the Church then 1o be bLeld responsible for
the tyranny of Nupoleon? can she be blamed
because ber persecutor laid down laws al van-
ance with her prineiples 2 or becanse some of

serted the rights of

Mier eluldren, the creatures of the eivil power, the
-nommees of the Emperor, elavishly acquiesced

therein 7 What she could do, that she did.—
Ste had resource to her spiritual armory, andy
her encmies were scattered, © Whaat! Does the

old fool timk,”” said Napoleon, when he heard of

the Bull of lixcommunication launched against

him, “that the wuskets will fali frem my sol-
_diers’ hands 17

Aod in a few short months the
historian of the Tlussian campaign describing the
horrors of the retreat from NMoscow could find
no words more expressive of the sufferings of the
same soldiers, and of the state to which they
were reduced than these, ©Thewr arms fell from
for they did not throw

therefore did not, in any wannes, cunsent to his i them away ; bunger and cold snatelied them
marriage, or pretended warriage, with Maria | from them.”— Sequr. "This were the Chureh
Lovisa. It was a proceeding over which she iand Ler august Poutiff avenged ; thus was their
had no control, but one of which she never ap- | sacrilegious persecutor putished and Lus pride
proved ; and for whiel she was no more respon-  bumb’ed; and tlus too, we liope, and firmly be-
sible than she is responsitie for the hapicties nud ' lieve, shall Victor Emmanuel and alt Ins accom-
sacrileges of Viztor Emmanuel, the excommum- ' plices he ahorﬂy recompensed {or their outrages
cated KNipg of Sardinm. j against the Holy Se¢e and the Lord’s anoited.
On the ather hand, it s true that, just as at

miracle as a thing, per s, 1mpossible—as 2 vio- | SUWI0F of the enlire questton at 1ssue ; and it 1s

lation ot the faws of nature, os Buckle would
say, and as therefore insusceptible of proof by
any amount of human testimony in its favor.—
Protestantisin commenced by 2 strenuous effort i
to get of Romiish wiracles, since to admit these
would be to admit the truth of Romisk doctrine},

i
i

To get rid of Romish miracles, Protestantism:
was forced to frame certain rules, canous, or
tests for ascertaining the credibility of evidence
in support of particular miracles; and these !
rules or tests, when applied (o the evidence for !
the truth of the miracles related in the New

Testament, were found to be as conclusive

against belief in the latier; as against belief in

miracles of the other class. And so it came to

pass that, amoogst intelligent Protestants, a gen-

eral scepticism as to all miraculous bistories be- |
came generally prevalent, and a gross wmaterial- |
ism was the mevitable result.

For instsnce, amongst e chief of the canons or
rules Jaid down by Protestant writers, especially
by the Anglican Bislop of Salisbury in bis fumous
« Crigerion or Rules by whirh the True Mira-
cles recorded wn the New Testament arc dis-
tinguished from the Spuriwous Miracles of
Pagans and DPupists’—180T—we {ind the fol-
lowing axiom laid dows, and snsisted upon :—

w That we must suspect as false, asserted miracies
which sre not putlished at the time, and in the ploce
where they are said 1o heve vccorred.” .

But unfortunately this rule or criterion if
tairly applied is far more damaging to the credi-
bility of the wwacles recorded in the New
‘Cestament, than it is to that of the more recent
miracles recognised aud fornally acthenticated
by tue Romish Church. The miracles which
the Jatter admils as gervwe, sud propounds to
our beliel, wery, whether true or {alse, publisbed
at tbe tume when, and in the place where, they
are said 10 have occurred. It was not so ia the
mirzcles recorded in the Bible ; aad not one of
the four Craspels was frst published, either at the
\ime when the miraculous esrents which they re-
cord are saud to bave occurred, or, as far as cap
be ascertained with cerlaiaty, there, where tle
said miraculous occurrences are smd to bave
taken place. The Gospe! according (o St
Matthew is indeed sawd to have beea published

curred since our last.
' SAE— —

in Judea, but evee of this Protastaots have no

| tested—that such commupicalions not only

! that which was vouchszfed to the Jews who
' stood weeping arcund the greve of Lazarus, or

at this juncture tbat Spiritualisin, which pretends
to afford sensible and irrefragable proof of the ob-
Jective reality of spiritual intercourse, of 2 super-
natural comnmunication betwixt the mundane and
ultramundany  worlds, steps io. Tt tells us
that such iolercowse exists, and can be
it the enquirer oot
of events said

were, but are; refers
to dead book, a record
te have occurred some 1wo thousand years ago
in a remote and ubscure corner of the globe,
but to events nourly transpiring around bun, and
of which at any moment le may take personul,
inmediate cognizance. It professes to be able
to give to lbe matenalist and the sceplic eri-
dence, the same in kind and in degree, of tke
supernatural, and the possitulity of miracles, as

=

who 1o the flash beheld Qur Lord triumphact
over death and the grave.

Such are the pretensions of modera Spirsteal
ist, sueh the prospeets whieh it holds out te 4
doubting and materialistie age, grovelling before
whet it bholly worships as lhe immautable laws
of vature. Need we then wonder at the ready
success which this new doctrme obiains in 8ll
Protesiant communities ! at the large and grow-
mg demand for, and popularity of, its hterature,
its 'T'rea iscs on Spiritualism, and its Memoirs of
Medivanst It is but a short and easy stmde
from sceplicisin to superstition, from ultra-ro-
tionalism (o weltra-credahty. In the Uaited
States Lhe telievers in the new doctrines already
nuinber —we are told—some Three milhiows, and
in Europe anather milhen—though in England it
has not as yet made so much progress as it has
amongst the more thoroughly un-Christianised
people of this Coatinent. ¢ T believe no per-
son,” savd Mr. Howitt, and we are glad to gear
{1, % has seen 1 England a lacge table, with six
full-grown persons upen it, float tbrough a room
without touching the Boor ; yet such things bave
beeo doge repuatedly in Amerca.”

But it 13 mot our purpose to criticise -he
phenomena of Spiritualism, or to pass any opin-
jon upon their objecuive. reality. Enough for us
as Catholics to know, will the assurance of faith,
that they camnot be from Giod, and are therefore

.riage once validly contracted could be broken,

i
the present day, und to the scandal of rhe faith- |
ful, Passaglia, and other servile priests to the
number of some thousands, bave talien part with
Victor Emmanuel agamst the Pope -<o0 in 1810
indsvidual Catholic ecclesiastics high in rank,
but wanting io their duty to tbeir Chureh, and to
the august and persecuted Pontilf whom Nape-
leon had despoiled and carried away captive, did
by their acts and presence countenance both the |
civil and religious ceremonies with which the |
union of Napoleon with Marie Louise was cele-
brated. But as the Catholic Churcl: cannot be
said to approve of, or ratify the acts of Victor
Emmanuel because several ot her children lave
taken part with the latter against the Fope, so
peither can 1t be pretended that the Catholic
Church approved of or ratilied the marriage of
Napoleon with an Ausirian princess.

Io the Memorial de St. Helene the Count !
of Las Casas, when treating of the divarce and
second marriage of the Emperor, fully excul-
pates the Pope or head of the Church. «The
cinit separation”—of Napoleon end Josephine— |
was, so he tells us, © pronounced by the Seuaate, |
As to the.religicus separation, il was determined
not to mzke application te the Dope, and there
was 10 need to do s0.”  The first marnage of
tha Emperor with Joseplone, celvbrated religs.

vusly the esesing before the -Corosaticn by
Cardinal Fesch, m the presence of X1, M. Por-
talis and Durnce, and at the express desire of the
Pope who ipsisted thereupon as tie conditien
sine qua non of s preseace on the following
day —was declared uull and void, ab indti ; not
by the Catholic Church speaking by the mouth
of her Jovernign Ponuff, the sole competent
judge in the matter ; but by Paris officials, by
Government employees, by servile dishops, more
anxious to curry favor with the great inan who
ruled ever France, than to please God, and to
admimster righteous judgment.

The marriage of Napoleon with Jesephine
having been thus declared null and void”—for
be it remarged that, even in the extremity of
thelr servility aad abjection, it was not pretended
by any Bishop or priest w France that a mar-

or set aude by any power upon earth, or upon
avy pretence whatsoerer—the Cardindl Fesch

IxaugraTIoN STATISTICS.—Daring the past
year there have arrived i the Province 14,287
persons, emigrants from the Umted Kingdom,
and 3,058 from the Cortinent of Turope. Of
the mmgration from the British T:lands, the
majority were Irishy and the actual munbers are
thus set down :—

1rish, . . 5508
English, 1,830
Scoteh, . 3,949

14,287

Of these immigrants, ir is estimated, says lhe
Montreal Herald —though 1t does not furnish us
with the data upon whieh that estimale is based
—that owe-teuths of tiie Enghsh and Scotch
have taken up their residence in Canada—and

{ that four-(ifths of the Irish have gone to the U,

Stales. Assuming the accuracy of this esti-’
mate, it follows that the net gain 10 the popula-
tion by emigration from the Britich lsies during
the past year 1s as follows :—

Toughsh and Scoteh, . . 71,900
Irishy, . . . 1,100
9,000

VWhlsC wbout 5,277, or ubove one-third of the
total pumber of einigrants from Great Dritain
and freiand, who have arrived in Canada bave
arn ueighbers, Thisis
{3 the Luro-

passed over to gur South
certainly not very eacouraging.
pran emngration, direct o (he Untied States for

year 1863, we hove the fellawing details. The
total aumber lunded ¢t New Work was 153,243,
OF these there wer: irom—
lreland, . . 02,631
Giermany, - . 28236
Gireat Britain, ap 206

Mixiie News.—The Sherbrooks Gazelie
while speaking in the mnost Battering terms of the
success of the MeCaw and Clarke mmaes i that
neighberhood, wai s tne unwary not to enter inte
ventures without due caution. Jt is credibly in-
formed that plenty of bogus mimes sre in the Bos-
ton market at fabulous prices, the properties on
which they are suid fo be silanted siowing no in-
dicatians of copper whatever. )t advises prries
in Boston, New York, and Montresl, wlo desire
to speculate in those mvestments, o go to the
spet and examine for themselves before naking
srrangements,




