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NEWS OF THE WEEK. - _

“*Tle position of the Ailied armies. before Se'basto-
pol remains unaltered. The Russians occasionally
venture upon a sortie, and are as constantly repulsed ;
reinforceinents continue to arrive ; but the wet wea-
ther has put a stop to the siege, and the consequent
inerease of siclness, is sending great numbers inio
tlie hospital. The greatest efforts are being made
to supply the troops with winter clothing; and to fur-
nish them with shelter against the rigors of a Cri-
mean winter ; but, to all appearance, a.ll aclive 1r.nh-
tary operatians musi be suspended till the spring,
when it is to be hoped that our brave scldiers will be
in force sufficieat to bring the campaign to a success-
ful issue. Tor the present, they can only remain on
the defensive. It is said that the Russian Major
who was taken prisoner whilst ordering his men to
J:ill. the wounded Brilish soldiers, has becn lmngec! in
front of Sebastopel, by sentence of a Court Martial.
Serve bim right, '

c’]‘l:e }'mpel?ial Parliament was opened by. Ter Ma-
jesty inperson on the 12th ult.  Tu the speech from
ihe throne, full justice was done to the gallantry of
our soldiers and their noble allies, whilst !he neces-
sity for (urther exertions towards augmenting the mi-
litarv resources of the Xmpire was insisied upon.—
In the course of the eusuing debates on the Address,
ia both Flouses, but one spirit manifested itself ; and
there can be no doubt that the country is fully prepared
i0 adopt any measures, and to submit to any sacri-
fices, which the present war, undertaken in defence
of the liberlies and civilisation of Western Liurope,
wnay require.  Liord Derby in the Lords, and Sir J.
Pakingion in the Commons, vommented somewhat
severely upon the shortcomings of the Ministry, whe,
it must Le confessed, have not as yet shown them-

_ selves altogether so active in the prosecution of the
~«var as they should have been. Great mistakes have
certainly Deen commitied ; and the Duke.of New-
castle, in his reply, admitted as mueh; but tl.u; laq-
anage hoth of the Ministry and of the Opposition is
;’ucﬁ s lo give assurance lhat, for the iutu.rc, .Il)e
war will be carried on with enérzy and .de‘terrnmnuor.l.
A« Vote of Thanks” to the Allied Armies and their
respective Commanders, in which Marshall St. Ar-
naud, Generals Canrobert and Bosquet were men-
tioned Ly name, was passed unammous:]y by _bot.h
Tlauses. 1t is also intended to make a liveral distri-
bution o honors and rewards o the band of heroes
who have so fitbfully served their country in the
Crimea. Medals are to be dislnbutpdz and cominis-
siops will be given o the non-commissioned officers
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who have distinguished themselves — bearing date

from the Dth of November. .

Some doubts are still entertamm.l as o lhe. value
af the Austrian trealy ; but a slight rise in the
Funds would seem to indicate that:'\ satisfactory ar-
vanzement has been entered into with the Court of
Tienna.  Prussia still keeps' aloof from the Western
Towers, but has sent a special Envoy to Londoa.

{

PIETY OF THE FRENCIH ARMY IN. THE
CRIMEA. :
Whatever opiuion one may fcrm of the present
Cioverniment of France, of its ultimate object in be-
ainning the war which now thrqalen_s_ the whole of
"}"Iurope. or of ‘the issue of the gigantic struggle be-
tween the Easters and the Western P?wers;-—-lhere
can be but one feeling in every Calhohc' heart, about
the unhoped for incréase of the true Catholic spirit
in the Freach armyand navy. And the change for
the better in them, is only an index to the mighty
_vevolution which has been going steadily on in the
French nation for years past. . . '
Witliout detracting from (he - share which otirers
may bave-had in this great and good work, this much,
at luast, may be said of the men at thf_ !wa_d of affairs
in France,—they not only allow Religion  to do her
part, butjthey encourage and assist her effectually.—
Be it mere policy, or be it the re_s'ult of conscicnlious
conviclion,—it is a healthtal policy, and: has its re-
mi\d frer the harrowing delails with which our English
papers lhave been:teeming since the Battle of -Almn,
and the carnige of Inkermann, the readers of the
Troe Wrrsess may be refreshed by the following
extract of a lelter written by one of the French
Shaplains from Sebastopol,—and trauslated from the
iny 16183 \ S . S .
Tm‘t{: trost that Providence iz preparing & trium ph for
the Cross.of .Christ, as well as for our.own flag,—and
that it shall be.given us 1o see history record one
other instance, in which the glory of Frauce forwards
the glory of God.- Our.soldiers have broughtithe

Cinss with-them 1o the East, it. will remain.implanted
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:r them:—and that day will be one of the
:nhg;f rﬁf:rei;us'. days: in-the life nf:\our;na,t‘lpn,";pn which:
the world  shall: behold lits banriers waving: from the:
walls of “Sebastopul, and its Cross enqumg‘.’fregdo:n\
and respecton the shores of thp Bosphorus...: ... e
* ¢t Our whole army are conscions of. being the Mis--
sionaries of the'Cross. . Never. yet. did. that:Catholic
feelicg, which is the source of France’s.might, great-:
nesé,'-';nd influence, show uself_ -in any nssemblagq of
men by such open manifestations.. :The Chaplains
are surronnded atevery hour by that sympathy, that
respect, that deep and candid. affection,. & much in
keeping with the frank character.

ted each day for’ hea_ri‘;\g conl‘ess_ions, not one single

3 1 ccupied. - - . L
"ufl‘l:rt)f)rt:g‘l:ﬁzu;ik :fnd the wounded there is nol one
man that did not welcome,'nnd implore ‘lhe consolau.ons
of the Priest, and the supréme consolations ol Religion.
Not one even pul off to the morrow.  One person only
refused to make her confession,—and that was a wo-
man who followed the lca.mp; the wre}ched creature

s ff by the cholera. SR DA
“.'au Xl]l]t Sleseyinlrepid warriors_of ‘!he Alma,—all ol
them, from the Commander-in-Chief down to the
youngest diummer,—all, even the Protestaals,—wear
the miraculous medal ;—and a large proportion of
those heroic hearls beat beneath the Scapular, ]

« [ should have liked to see on the baitle-field, in.
these brave feflows’ places, the Editors of the Siécle,
who do not wear the Scapular, and who joke about it,
with that sort of wit and diction 1liat only belongs to
them. . . . . « =« I promise. you, the
figure they would have cni, would have been about as
fuuny, as Mr. Karr’s newspaper novels.

« ¢ Monsieur le Curé,? said a wounded officer one
day to one of the Chaplains,—¢ You know that [ am
not one of lhe most deveut men in the world? .

¢¢ ] know my dear Sir, that you are a Christian.’

« ¢ Well, just Jook at that bullet up there, on the
board over my bed: you see it 1s {lattened, RN
it is stamped with the likeness of my n:edal, L

«<Qh ! but that did’nt prevent you’—replied the
Chaplain, with a smile—¢ that dld’ﬂ’t prevent you from
getting hit in the leg with a bullet.

«¢Qh! aye, in the leg! .
had’nt a medal on my leg.” ¥ .

A young infantry officer from your part of the
country (Lyons), having been very severely wounded
by a shot, asked the Chaplain to give him some picus
books, not wishing, he said, to rqad any others. As
the priest was relurning 1o see him the day following ¢

¢ Don’nt come near me, Father®—said he with a
terrifiad voice—¢ don’t come nearme! . . J

T'he Chaplain, astonished, asked Lim what was the
maiter ! .

¢ ¢ But, Father, said the young man, ,(Ion t you
feel how horribly my wound smells 7—You’ll have to
keep away from me ; for 1 am eaten up alive with
' maggols. The sargeon fearing hemorrhage, does not
dare lo dress my wound. | am seffering dreadlully ;
but I know for what fanlis Goed is punishing me ; it is
an atonement which I willingly accept.’

The Priest theveupon sat down, saying :—

«¢ Well, well, Jet us have a little chat ; don’t you
think I have seen worse wouads than yours 2%

One wight relate a thousand things as touching as
these.

¢ 1 shall never forget,” said M 1o me the

Vother day~—how joyfully our Engineers set abom mak -~
iing a large Cross for me, and how the finest man of

through the streets of -Gallipoli, immediately in front
of General Carbuceia’s coffin—who, as yonare aware,
liad died of Cholera the night belore, with well known:
i sentiments of faith and resignation.”

«QOnly a few days Lefore his burial, the mere
sizht of my surplice had enraged the old Turks, HBuot
on that day, the Cross, borne along so bravely, passed
through (heir midst without exciting a sinzle marmnur:
and there stands thal very Cross, until this day, sur-
rounded by a hundred others that mark the graves of
our gallant suldiers, aud there it shall stand, thauks
to the spell that there is in the French name, despite
the fits of wrath into which the sight of this abhorred
emblem throws the old giey-beard Mahomedans.

¢ Our cov rageous piely, our generous devoledness—
ikis bratherhacd of the sword and the Crozs—this sa-
perhuman tenderness of the Priest, and the Sisters of
Charity, confound the Turks, and astonish car English
Allies. C )

«¢ Our Ministers,” sait an English officer one day
to \Father . . away from ihe dangers
whiell you court; they are in dread of the Cholera
which you despise; we never find them where you
are 1o be seen : our Religion can make neither Priests,
nor Sisters of Chanty ; what inference can you draw
from that ? : .

¢ You do not want me to answer that query’—re-
plied tae Priest laughingly : ¢ I think you can easily
do so yourself.?

“God grant that the answer may come home to
many upright hearis and reasoning minds P’

% The Priest to whomn these words were addressed
had himself spent a whole month, without rest by day
or sleep by night, continually bent over the beds of
the Cholera patients. »

¢ Yon know that our ships have brought away with
them quite a muoltitude of wounded Russians, who
were cared for jusi as well as our own men, There-
fore, the Turks, who at first could nat credit their eyes,
seeing that the English bad not acted in like manner,
began to say to each other ; the English are not such
good Franks (thatis, Christians) as the Freuch;—
they are of another Religivn.’

« And truly, French charity fulfils everywhere its
glorious apostieship; -one would think it eundeavored
fo embrace the entire globe. . Never was that expan-
sive, conquertng power of Catholic devotediess seen
1o assume such wonderful ‘proportions. ~But this glory
only costs tears of gratitude and affection. -

¢ The Turks themselves are moved by the sight of
it. They bear vs'a sympathy and a prelerence, which

Jthey take no paing to conceal; and wherever 1hey

meel vne of our soldiers, they. invariably salute !xir_n
with the grave agostrophe of ¢ Boroe Francese - this is
all they kaow of our Janguage. | :

.« Quile a number of wounded Russiins Lave asked

of religion; Officers have abjured the Greek Schism,
and died in the bosom of the Churel, after having re-
ceived absolution from the Catholic Priest. -

¢ Do yon know what I-am 2’ anquired the Chap-

lain of the first Russian who'had‘s_ent' fqr him, ’

of French goldiers.-
One of -the Chaplains told me that, of the heurs allot-:

‘[ terpreter one of the

‘|dom from a thousand,

But you know [

the Company next 1o my lodgings; carried this Cross'

the chaplains ‘to administer to them "the consolations-

[P

¢ i Surely,

ope. i ol
- s siBut do-you belon
' ¢, The Russian
of the Cross, -
w6 But js th
and mine P *
¢+ ¢ ¢ I don’t, know of any.? . i
¢ This was the answer given ns

’ansye“red' the o.t[_n'gi' ;. ¢Lknow youarea|

long.to my religion ™ 7
replied 1o this,” by ‘maling the sign
ere no-difference between . your  belief
3 g ‘by‘all -their com-
mon.soldiers. .So that one:may see in what renorance
the dimperial Pope of. Russia leaves his fock. 'As' 1o
these poor fellows, death only permits our Chapluins
to make sure of - 1heir being in good faith, and then to
give them the absolntien which'they crave. C
% Father ——, in dealing with them, uses as an 'in-
_ persecuted Nuns of Minsk ‘who
had taken refuge in France ; shé is a Polish lady, at
preseat a Sister of St. Vincent of Paul, destined by
Providence . (for it would be almes! impiety 10 say by

spirits of the Russiana,

¢ Do you iot sea in these [acts, picked vp at ran-
mavifestations replete with
comiort und hope? No, it is not among an enervated
nation that one confd meet with such an ample har-
vest of devoted and heroic sonls! France js still the
most Christian country : her heart is still as generous,
her sword as keen, as of old. Let ua ave hope, then ;
for the future is.in the hand of God.” :

MAN'S LOWER LIFE.

The ‘poetic idea that there is a mystic connection
between the external world and the individual life of
man,‘is one ‘that has found favor in all timnes, and is
underlaid by'a trith which is a key to some of the
most myslerious plenomena of our being. DMan was
vightly named by the old philosophers the microcosm,
and is the complex of all organisms. We find in:
him the vegetative life, the ariaat Jife which belongs
to the brute creation, and witl) this the peculiar in-
stinets of the lower races. And as in each of these
we see, vaguely shadowed forth and anticipated, the
distinetive characteristics of the creation next higher
in the series, so i man we lhave in additjon to that!
intellect whose dawn is apparent in the * half-reason-
ing “elephant™ a prophetic glance which anticipates
that higher life which belongs to a nobler state of |
existence.  Such glimpses of  our higher being are
found in the extacies of the Christian mystics like St. |
Iberesa, who by asceticism and lofty devotion have |
so far subdued the lower part of their natures, that
they have galready in this world, anticipated in their
‘g,lori’t’)us visions the privileges of ¢ the just made per-
ectl.

world, whizh he has in common with the inferior erea-
tion, are apparent in the inlluences which odours,
darkness and sunshine, 1he approach of thunder and
tempest, and the changes of the moon, exert upon
his mental and physical being. "The susceptibilities
to these agencies are in no direct relation to his intel-
lectual development, and are often most marked in
the idiot or in the savage, who like the animals of
his native forests, feels from afar (he coming storm or
the eartlquake. 'Fhe souls of such «ever beat in
mystic sympathy. with nature’s ebh and flow ;7 and
hey seem (o share in the great world-life, or telluric
‘individuality.©  Dersonality being—as Dr. Brown-
son_has so well said—the last complement of a ra-
tional nature, eapable of voluntary activity, it follows
that, in proportion as man becomes subject to this
bondage of nature with its rigid laws, he loses his
personality and lis freedom of will. THis acts, like
many of the surprising feats of idiofs, clairvoyants,
and somnambulists, resemble those whiclr are prompt-
ed by the instinet of the lower animals.

Besides these sponiancous developments of this
lower life, we are all more or less conscious of a pe-
culiar state of being, when, having shut from our
minds the outer world we awake toa dreamy ex-
istence in which “we touch the lower life of
beast and clod.” This is the condition in which

rare developed in sensilive subjects the phenomena

of " cluirvoyunce, which are ungueslionably some-
times spontaneously produced ; and the power of
the esmeriser is that of artificially inducing a si-
milar state, in which the individual personality is for
the time annulled, and identified witli the telluric lifes
while it is al<o, in part, subjected to the will of the
mare power(ul operator.  Lvery mesmeriser has,
however, felt that be evokes an agency which is not
within his contral, and' developes powers which tran-
scend his own intellizence. Tt lias, however, been
well rémarked; that the lcen of the mesmeric subject
does not go beyond the ordinary facts of the ma-
terial world, and cannot rise 1o the great mo-
ral and intellectual problems of onr nature.—

While we are - thus disposed 1o regard mesmeric
plienomena as merely abnormal developments of the
lower life in man, it must be remarled that when
these eflorts are produced by the aid of a secondperson,
whose own will to a certam extent sways that of the
mesmerized individual, whose personality is for the
time entircly lost—the moral consequences’ are most
disastrous, inasmuch as the subject, in thus voluntarily
abandoning te another that free will for the exercise
of which he is accountable, commits an act of moral
suicide, which is the deepest degradation of whicl
a responsible being is capable—and exposes himself
to be made the unconseious tool of the ]passions or
designs ot another man, and what is worse, of the
demon himself. '

“Tue SPIRIT-RAPPER ; AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY.?—
' By O. A. Brownson. ~ Little, Brown & Co., Bos-
ton. - L :

“ Initium sapientie, timor. Domini.” ¢ The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”—says
the Psalmist; and as to fear the, Lord, we must first
apprehiend that ke is—then. according to the Royal
Seer—alf true wisdom mnst be based upon the belief,
that there is a God, the Maker and Lord of all things.

~ Modern Trotestantism, or Denialism, .does not per-
. ol ..-:'.'. . L - ' T )

+| God 5 but. the :man. who .i

chance) to heal in the Lasl, the wounded ‘bodies and|.

On the other hand, man’s sympathies with the lower

liaps. goiso; farnas to: (,lenyee;:'iliciut_ly; tiatithere is
but. tlie . man. who .if’'thé ‘compiany: of: liberl
Cliristians, should:be 50 rasl .'to' ‘profess liis belief jn
the existence of the' IDevil, woilld be esteeined far. gone
in’ superstition, and would be looked upon as a soct of
moral and intellectual-monster .amidst the light and
intelligence .of ‘the X1X. century.... It.is ‘to- restore
this .belief. in the. Devil,.as a.real and very active.
Personality, that Dr. Brownson Iras written the work
whose tr te stands at the head of this article. Should
this' attempt ' prove in" any’ degree “suceessful, the
author. will have rendered no trifling service 10" the,
canse of, Cliristianity ;" as,. by reinstating Satan in
the place from whence he las been ejected, he wil}
have re-established inthe hearts of his Protesting
fellow-countrymen a belief in the nécessity of a Rew
deemer from the power of Satan: and thus,. when
Protestants shall have been converted 1o x belief iy
the Devil, we shall begin to ‘entertain-hopes that their
restoration to Clristianity and the Charcliis not al-
together hopeéless. o .

That there is a Devil, and that he is still' active
amongst men, ever seeking to divert them from their
allegiance to God, and to bring them under subjee- -
tion to himself, is what the author undertakes to vs-
tablish from the plienomena, which, sometimes under
one name, and sometimes under another, havé of late
years, on hoth Continents, attracted so mucli of the
public attention. - T'he objective reality of 1hese phe-
nomena, Dr. Brownson contends, we ust admit, or
else be prepared to reject all human testimony ; and
if we admit their objective reality, to what causes, tn
what agencies—natural or preternatural—shal! we
assign them? Are they simply human-knavish, or
super-human Devilish? ~ IT they are not the one, then
must they be the other.

The author of the “ Spirit-Rapper” evidently in-
clines to the belief, that tle plienomena of « Table-
Turning,” « Spirit-Rapping,” and Spiritualism in ge-
neral, are to be classed in the latter calegory—as su-
perhuman devilish ; as artifices emplayed by the great
enemy of souls to entice men to render him that wor-
ship which is due to God alone. Dut Satan lias ever
been the greatest (ool in creation; and in so promi-
nently asserting himself, it may turn out that he has
only been contributing to re-establish a belief in the
alinost exploded dogmas of Christianity. Trom the
foul Devit-worship into which the Protestantism of
i the United States has, to a considerable extent, sub-
sided, the conclusion to the existence of a Devil is
inevitable ; and once admit Devil, the other articles
of the ereed will stand a fair chance of recovering
their ancient liold wpon_the faith of mankind. As
Voltaire—who was a sound Profester—used (o say,
“Sathen! cest le Christinnisme tout entier.”

We lhave not space to allow us to develop our
aunthor’s argument, by which be seeks to prove—1st
—The objeetive reality of the phenouena of “ T'a-
ble-"Lurning,” « Spivit-Rapping,” and mavifested in
the * writing, tipping,”” and even * speaking mediums.”
2ad—That these phenomena transcend the domain of
the natural, and must therefore be referved to super-
natural agencies 3 but it to supernatural, thento Sa-
tanic agency, ‘I'he length however to which the de-
lusion, superstition—call it what you will—las ex-
tended in the United States, may be judged from the
following passage :— . :

% There are some three hundred circles or ¢lobs in
the city ol Philadelphia alone, and the Spiritunlista,
as they call themselves, count nearly a million of be-
lievers in our own country. Table-turning, neera-
mancy, divination becomes a religion with some, and
an amunsement with others. The infection seizes all
classes, ministers of religion, lawyers, physicians,
judges, comedians, rich and poor, Tearned and un-
learned. The movement has its quarterly, . monthiy,
and weekly journals, some of them condneted with
great ability ; and the spirits, throngh the writing me-
diums, have already furnished it a very considerable
library?—p, 138, :

But not to the United States of America alone
have the ravages of this wodern demon-worship been
confined ; though, there indeed they have been the
most widely spread and most destrictive—as was in- -
deed to be expected, seeing that a great portion of
the population of the Stales are unbaptised, and
therefore literally heathiens; over such a population
it is not wonderful that the power of the devil should
be signally manifested.  Yer men of all countries,
“and of all persaasions—bad’ -Catholics amongst the
number—have fullen victims to the same degrading
superstition ; and, about a year ago, even in Canada,
and until checked by the vizorous action of (he
Church, the moral pestilence was.making sad kavoc
with our simple habitans. - Thank God, we hear no
more, amongst Catholics at least, of table-turning and
spiritnal communications ; our people believe in God
and Iis Christ; it is not therefore necessary with
them, as with" their. Non-Catlolic oeighbors, that
they should be converted to a behel in the Devil and
lis Tmps. : C

The plot, or story of the work before us is very
simple. ¢ The 'hero, a Dr. , being ‘an unprinci-
pled scotndrel, natoraily sets up in business as'a Phi-
lanthropist and * World-Reformer.”  Evidently the
first step in such a business must be to get rid of
Christianity, whose spirit Iins always been opposed lo-
the sclhemes of Philanthropists and # World-Reform-.
ers.” Accompanied by a young and enthusiastic
married woman, whom by his arts he bias rendered his
unresisting tool, Dr. — sets off on a ¢ World-
Reforming” tour throughout Buropé; where he or-
ganises “ spiritual eircles,” and puts hiimself en rap-
port with the leading demagogues of the . Continent. -
Foiled in ‘lis projects by 1he: counter-revolution -of
’49—and more than ever convinced ‘that Christianity
—the graud support of the existing social order—must
be got rid of. our hero relurgs (o° America, bent upon
supplanting: Cliristianity: by. a new, religion which, like .
its rival," could apreal (o @ supernatucal:ovigin,, and.
which, could sustain . itseif; by.the evidence of :mira-
P cles. But Lis projects are:cut-short-by:the interven- ' -

n




