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CAIENDAR FOR MAY.

MAy 1-St. Philip and St. Jamos, A.& M.
" 2-Rogation Day.

3-ACENSION DAY. Pr. Pss., M. 8, 15,
21. E. 24, 47, 108. Athanasian
Cr. Pro. Prof. in Com. Service
till 10th incl.

6-Sunday after Ascension.
13--Wi'sN-DAY. Pr. Pss. M. 48, 68;

E. 104, 145. Ath. Cr. Pr. Prof.
until May 19th inci. Notico of
Monday and Tuesday, and of
Embor Days. Srmber Col daily.

S14-Monday in Whitsun-weok.
15 Tuasday
16 Ember Day.

. "

'b mber Dys.

20-Titi NITY SUNDAY : Athan. Cr. Pr. Prof.
in Com. Sorvice.

27-1si Sunday aftar Tririity.

TIE MESSA E F TIIE APOSTOLIC
FATVIERS TO OUR OWN AGE.

(Fron the Irisi Ecclesiastical (?a:ette.)

The taching of the A postolic Fathers on lte
subject of the Christian Ministry i most im-
portant and st riki ng.

i n thO Jilacho wU find thiroo orders in the
sacred in uistry. Firstly, an order of prophets
or toachors, wlho are also callod Apostlos. They
wore for the iust part itinerant; but they
somelltimos took up aL permnuîuiciît abodo. Of
them it is said, 'Thoy aro youir chief-priests.

(13.) Secondly, locatlised lbishcps, whov woro in
reality simplo presbytors, and sonowhat in
danger of being ' despisod' ou loss ' honourablo'
than the preceding ordor. Thirdly, deacons.
After fuI instruction touching the reception of
prophots or teachers who cono as apostlos, the
writer says: " ' Appoint for yourselves bishops
and deacons worthy of the Lord, imn vho are
mook and not lovers of moncy, and truie and p-
proved; for uniito you they also perffoli the
sorvice of the * prophets and teachers. Thoro.
foro despise themi not; for thoy are 3our hon-
ourablo Ieni aloig with th j prophe s and
toachors." (15.)

In the Epistle of Si. Clomuîoit the lhet and i mn-
portanco oi A postolw iidcucsion is eunphatically
stated ; and the Christian Miniistry is likened
te the Auroni priesthood, especially in the
matter Of thle sucssion. " We ought to do ait
things in ordor, as mniy as the Master liath
couîmnanded us te peorforn at their appointed
seasons. Now the otïIrin)gs and Iministrations
He commianaîidod te ho perforeind with cure, and
not to bo don rashly or in disordor, but ut
fixed timies and soasons. And whore and by
whom ie would havo then performed, HO
Hiitself tixed by His supîremuo will. . . . l'or

*The single Grolc article shows that these
two ternis donoto only one Orter.

†[This liit sentonco muIst lot be separated
fromi th one that precodos it,

unto the high-priest his proper services have
been assigned, and to the priests their proper
office is appointed, and upon the Levites their
proper ministrations are laid. The layman is
bound by the layman's ordinances. Lot each
of you, brethren, in his own order givo thanks
unto God, maintaining a good conscience and
not transgressing the Bppointed rule of lis ser-
vice, but acting with all scomliness. . . . The
Apostles roceived the Gospel for us from the
Lord Josus Christ; Jesus Christ was sent forth
from God. So thon Christ is from God, and the
Apostles are from Christ. Both therofore came
of the will of God in the appointed order.
Having therefore received a charge . . . they
wont forth with the glad tidings that the king-
dom of God shouild corne. So preaching overy-
where in country and town, they appointed
their first fruits, when they had proved thoni
by the Spirit, to bo Bishops and deacons unto
them that should bolieve. . . . And what mar-
vol, if they which wore entrustod in Christ with
such a work appointed the aforosaid persons ?
secing that oven the blossed Moses who was a
faithful servant in ail His bouse recorded for a
sign in the sacred Books ail things that wore
enjoined upon him. . . . For he, when jealousy
arose concorning flic priesthood, and there was
dissension among the tribos which of them was
adorned with the glorious name, commanded
the twolvo chiefs of the tribes to bring te him
rods inîscribed with the namo of each tribe.
. . . And lie said unto thom, Brothron, the
tribo whoso rod shall bud. tils hath God chosen
to be priests and ininister unto Him. . . .
And the rod of Aaron was found not only with
buds, but aîlso boaring fruit. What think ye,
doarly baloved ? Did not Mesos know before-
hand that this would corne to pass ? Assuredly
he know it. But that disorder inigiht iot arise
in iraol, ho did thus, te the end that the name
of the truc and only God might bc gloritied.
. . . And our Apostles know through our Lord
Josus Christ that thore would be strifo over the
naine of the Bishop's oliceo. For this cause,
thoroforo, having roccived completo foroknow-
lodgo, they appointod the alorosaid persons,
and afterwards thcy provided a continuance
that if those should fhl aslcep, othor approved
men should succeed to their miniiistrations."
(40-44.)

I wilil b observed that St. Cloment not
moroly states the fiet of Apostolie succession
as boing strictly analogous te that of the
Aaronic priesthood, but that he thinks it noces-
sary te justify the ministry even of Christ and
Mis Apostles. Could we have stronger testi
mony to the fact that God is the author of or-
ler, and not of independont or irrogular minis-
Iittions, wlicli Cau onily eid t confusion ?

Hitherto the names presbyter and Bishop
have been used more or less interchangeably.
But whon We cono to tlie Epistles of St. Igna-
tius, at the beginniig of the second century, we
find the terni Bishop restricted to thoso 'whonm
we should call the successors of the Apostlies.
ilt is no longer used of a simple older, or over.
soor ot'a single flock. It ilenotes the overseer
ofi a Chureh ombraeing niany such flocks. It
is nlot unlikoly that thore wero eveun thon not
morcly urban, but ailso diocosan, Bishops, as
St. Ignatius, writing to the "prosiding" Church
of Rome, calls himself ", tho Bishop of Syria,"
(2). At all events, we find not more than one
Bishop in any city, hoNever populous. We
tind ailse the threefold miinistry ostablished
wlerever thore is a Church.

St. Ignatius says to the Ephosiuns : o Jesus
Christ, our inseparable life, is the mind of the
Fathor, Oven as the Bishops thot are sottlod in
ihe farthest parts of the earth arc the mind of

Josus Christ. So thon it becometh you to rua
in hariony with the mind of the Bishop ; whieh
thing aise ye do. . . , . Lot no man be do-
ceived. If any eno b not within the precinct
of the altar, lie lacketh the broad of God. For
if the prayer of one and another bath so great

force, how much more that of the Bishop and
of the whole Church. Vhoever, therefore,
cometh not te the congregation. ho doth there-
by show his pride and bath soparated himself;
for it is written, God resisteth the proud. Let
us therefore b careful not to resist the Bishop,
that by our submission we may give ourselves
tu God. . . . For everyono whom the Master
of the household sendeth to be steward over His
own bouse, we ought se to receive as Him that
sent him. Plainly, therefore, we ought to re-
gard the Bishop as the Lord Himself" (3.G.)

He says to the Magnesians: " It is meet that
we not only be called Christians, but also be
such; even as some porsons have the Bishop's
name on their lips, but in everything act apart
from him. Such men appear to me not tokeep
a good conscience, forasmuch as they do not
assemble themselves togother lawfully accord-
ing to commandnent. . . . Thorefore as the
Lord did nothing without the Father, either by
Hhimself or by the Apostles, so neither do ye
unything without the Bithop and the presby.
ters. . . . Do your diligence therofore that ye
be confirmed in the ordinances of the Lord and
of the Apostles, that yo may prosper in all
things whatsoever yo do in flash and spirit, by
faith and by love, in the Son and Father and in
the Spirit, in the boginning and in the end,
with your rovered Bshop, and with youi fitly
wroathed spiritual circles of your prcbytery,
and with the deucons who walk after God."
(4, 7, 13.)

lIe savs to the Trallians : " For when yo are
obediont" te the Bishop as to Jesus Christ it is
ovident to nie that ye are living not after men
but aller Jesus Christ, who died for us, that
believing on His death yo might oscapo dcath.
It is thorsforo necessary, even as your wont is.
that ye should do nothing without the Bishop;
but be yc obodient also to the prosbytery, as to
the Apostles of Jesus Christ our hope ; for if
we livo in Hin, wo shall also ho found in Him.
. . . In liko manner lot ail mon respect the

doacons as Josus Christ, oven as thoy should
respect the Bishop as being a type of the Father
and the presbyters as the council of God and as
the college of Apostlos. Apart from these there
is not even the name of a Church. . . . . fe
that is within the sanctuary is cloan; but lie
that is without the sanctuary is net clean, that
is, he that doeth aught without the Bishop and
presbytery and deacons, this man is not clean
ir his conscience " (2, 3, 7).

Few authorities have been more unjustly
handied than St. Ignatius. As a recont exam-
plo, an omineint popular writor- says : " His
testinony is confined to the Churches in Asia.
le says nothing to imply that thore is a Bishop
oven in Roino, just as Polycarp in his letter says
nothing of a bishop at Philippi." It is strange
that any scholar could nako this assertion, in
spite of the fact that St. Ignatius speak-s of -'fhe
bishops that are sottlod in thefarthest part of the
earth" (Ephes. 3), that is, of the Roman world
(compare St. Luke ii. 1), and in spito of bis
stateinent, that" apart from doacons, presby-
ters, and bishop" thore vas " not even the nane
of a Church " (Tral. 3). If this statement does
not contain a general principle, it at least boars
witness te an historical fact-the fact that at
the beginning of the second ceitury vherever
thore professed to be a Church thero was the
tbreefold ministry. Thoughi thero may have
been no bishop rosident at Philippi, St. Ignatius'
statement proves conclusively the Christians
there wore under Episcopal supervision. It is
not likoly that the Bishop of tho metropolis of
Syria vas mistaken ; for news travelled rapidly
in the Roman world, and the Christians were
forced to bc in great measure a secret society,
whose mnembers kept up a constant communica-
tion with one another.

*Archdeaconî Farrar: Lives of the Fathers,
p. 59.


