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CALENDAR TFOR MAY.

May 1—S8t, Philip and 8t. Jamos, A. & M.
«  2—Rogation Day.
“ 3—Ascension Day. DPr, Pss, M. 8, 15,
21, B. 24, 47, 108. Athanasian
Cr. Pro, Pref. in Com, Service
till 10th incl.

6—Sunday after Ascension,

“ 13—Wurrsun-Day, Pr. Puas. M. 48, 68
K. 104, 145. Ath. Cr. Pr. Pref.
until May 10th incl. Notice of
Monday and Tuesday, and of
Ember Days. Imber Col, duily.

¢ 14—Monday in Whitsun-week.

-

# 15 Tuesdny - “
“ 16 Fmbor Duy,
:“ ]ﬁ]:} Ember Days.

¢ 20—TmiNiry Sunpay . Athan, Cr. Pr. Pref.
in Com, Sorvice,
¢ 27—1st Sunday aftor Trinity,

MESSAGE OIFF THE APOSTOLIC
FATHERS TO OUR OWN AGI,
(From the ITrish Keclesiastical (fazetfe.)

Tho tosching of the A postolic Tuthers on tho
subject of tho Christian Ministry in most im-
portant and striking.

I'n the Diducho wo tind threo orders in the
saered ministry,  Firstly, an order of prophots
or tonchors, who are also cnlled Apostles, They
wore fur the must part itinorant; but they
somotimos took up a pormanent abode. Of
thom it is wnid, ¢ They are your chief-priests,
(13.) Sccondly, loealisod bishops, who werein
roality simple  presbytors, and somewhat in

danger of being ¢ despised’ ot Joss * houourable’
than the preceding ordor. Thirdly, deacons,
After full instruction touching the roception of
prophots or teschers who come as apostles, the
writor snys: ‘¢ Appoint for yoursolves bishops
and deacons worthy of the Lord, mon who are
mook and not loversof monoy, and true and ap-
proved; for unto you they also porform the
sorvico of the ¥ prophets and teachers.  Thoro.
fore despise them not; for thoy are your hon-
ourable mon along with the f§ prophets and
tonchers,” (15.)

I the Bpistlo of St. Clemont the fact and im-
portance of Apostolic suceession is emphatically
stated ; and the Christian Ministry ix likened
to the Aaronic priesthood, ospecially in the
nmattor of tho succession, ¢ Wo ought to do alt
things in ordor, as many a8 tho Master hath
commanded us to porformn at their appointed
seasons, Now tho offerings and ministrations
Ho commanded to bo performed with care, and
not to bo done rashly or in disordor, but at
fixod timos and soasons. And whore and by
whom lo would have them porformoed, Hoe
Himself tixed by His supremo will. . | | lor

TIHH

*Tho single Greok article shows that these
two terms donoto only one order,

TThis last sentonce must not be separated
from tho one that precedos it,

unto tho high-priest his proper services have
been assigned, and to the priests their proper
office is appointed, and upon the Levites their
broper ministrations are laid. The layman is
ound by the layman’s ordinances. Let each
of you, brethren, in his own order give thanks
unto God, maintaining a good conscience and
not transgressing the appointed rule of Iis ser-
vice, but acting with ull seomliness, . . . The

_Apostles roceived the Gospel for us from the

Lord Josus Christ; Jesus Christ was sent torth
from God. So then Christ is from God, and the
Apostles are from Christ. Both therefore came
of the will of God in the appointed order.
Huving therefore received s charge . . . they
weont forth with the glad tidings that the king-
dom of God should come. So preaching overy-
where in country and town, they appointed
their first fruits, when they had proved them
by the Spirit, to be Birhops and deacons unto
them that should believe. . . . And what mat-
vel, if they which were entrusted in Christ with
such a work appointed the aforesaid persons ?
seeing that even the blessed Moses who was o
faithful servant in all His house recorded for a
sign in the sacred Books all things that woere
enjoined upon him, . . . For he, when jealousy
arose concorning the priesthood, and there was
dissongion among ihe tribes which of them was
adorned with the glorious name, commanded
the twolve chiefs of the tribes to bring to him
rods inscribed with the namo of each tribe.

And he said unto them, Brethren, the
tribe whose rod shall bud. this hath (iod chosen
to be priosts and mipisters unto Him. .
And the rod of Auron was found not only with
buds, but also beuring fruit. What think ye,
denrly beloved ?  Did not Moses know before-
hand that this would come to pass ?  Assuredly
ho know it.  But that disorder might not ariso
in Iragl, ho did thuy, to the end that the name
of the true and only God might be glorified.

And our Apostles know through our Lord
Josus Christ that thore would be strife over the
name of the Bishop's office. For this cause,
therofore, having recoived completo foroknow-
lodgo, they appointed tho alorosaid persons,
and afterwards thoy provided a continuance,
that if those should full asleep, othor approved
men should succeed to their ministrations.”
(40-4t.)

It will bo observed that St. Clement not
merely statos the fuet of Apostolic succession
as boing strictly amnlogous to that of the
Anronie priesthood, but that he thinks it necos-
sary to justify the ministry even of Christ and
His Apostles, Could we have stronger tosti
mony to the fact that God is the author of or-
dor, and not of independont or irrogular minis-
trations, which can only end n contusion ?

Hithorto the names presbytor and Bishop
huve been used more or less interchangeably.
But when wo come to the Epistles of St. Tgna-
tius, at the beginning of the second contury, we
find tho term Bishop restricted to those 'whom
wo should eall the successors ot the Apostles,
It is no longor used of a simple oldor, or over-
soor of & singlo flock. [t denotes the overseer
of u Church embracing many such flocks. It
is not unlikely that there were even thon not
morely arban, but-also diocosan, Bishops, as
St., Ignatius, writing to the ** presiding” Church
of Rome, calls himselt ¢ the Bishop of Syria,"
(2). At all events, wo tind not more than ono
Bishop in any city, however populous. We
tind also tho threefold ministry eostablished
wherever there is u Church.

St. Ignatius says to the Lphesians: © Jesus
Christ, our inseparable life, is tho mind of the
Father, oven as the Bishops that are settled in
the farthost parts of the earth are the mind of
Josus Christ,  So then it becometh you to run
in harmony with the mind of the Bishop ; which
thing also ye do. Lot no man be de-
ceived. 1f any ono be not within the precinet
of the altar, ho lacketh the bread of God. Xor
if tho prayer of ono aud another hath so great

force, how much more that of the Bishop and
of the whole Church. Whoever, therefore,
comoth not to the congregation, he doth there-
by show his pride and hath separated himself;
for it is written, God resisteth the proud. Let
us therefore be careful not to resist the Bishop,
that by our submission we may give ourselves
to God. . .. For everyono whom the Master
of the houschold sendeth to be steward over His
own house, we ought 8o to receive as Him that
gent him. Plainly, therefore, woe ought to re-
gard the Bishop as the Lord Himself” (3-6.)

Ho says to the Magnesians: ¢ It is meet that
wo not only be called Christians, but also be
such; even a8 some persons have the Bishop's
name on their lips, but in everything act apart
from him. Such menappear to me not tokeep
a good conscience, forasmuch as they do not
aggemble themselves together lawfully accord-
ing to commandment. Therefore as the
Lord did nothing without the Father, cither Ly
Himself or by the Apostles, so neither do ye
unything without the Bishop and the presby-
ters. . . . Do your diligence therefore that ye
be confirmed in the ordinances of the Liord and
of the Apostles, that ye may prosper in all
things whatsoever ye do in flesh and spirit, by
faith and by love, in the Son and Father and in
the Spirit, in the beginning and in the end,
with your revered Bishop, and with you: fitly
wrenthed spiritual circles of your presbytery,
and with tho deucons who walk after God.”
(4,7, 13.)

Ho says to the Trallians : “ For when ye are
obedient to the Bishop as to Jesus Christ it iy
cvident to mo that ye are living noc after men
but after Jesus Christ, who died for us, that
belioving on His death yo might escape death,
It is thersfore necessary, ecven as your wont is,
that ye should do nothing without the Bishop;
but be ye obedient also to the presbytery, as to
the Apostles of Jesus Christ our hopo; for if
we live in ITim, wo shall also be found in Him,

In like manner let all men respect the
doacons as Josus Christ, even as they should
respect the Bishop as being a type of the Father
and the presbyters as the council of God and as
the college of Apostles. Apart from these thore
is not oven tho name of a Church. He
that is within the sanctuary is clean; but he
that is without the sanctuary is not clean, that
is, he that dooth aught without the Bishop and
presbytery and deacons, this man is not clean
in hiy conscience " (2, 3, 7).

Fow nuthorities have been more unjustly
handled than 8¢, [goativs, As a recent exam-
ple, an eminent popular writer® says: * His
testimony is confined to the Churches in Asia,
Ie says nothing to imply that thereis a Bishop
even in Romo, just as Polydarp in hisletter says
nothing of u bishop at Philippi.” It is strange
that any scholar could make this assertion, in
gpite of the fuct that St. Ignatius spenks of “the
bishops that aro settled in the farthest part of the
earth” (Ephes. 3), that is, of tho Roman world
(compare St. Luke ii. 1), and in spito of his
statoment, that ** apart from deacons, presby-
ters, and bishop” there was “ not even the name
of a Chureh ” (Tral. 3). If this statement does
not contain a general principle, it at least boars
witness to an historical fact—the fact that at
the boginning of the sccond century wherever
there protessed to be a Church there was the
tbreefold ministry. Though there may have
been no bishop resident at Philippi, St, Ignatius’
statement proves conclusively the Christinns
there were under Episcopal supervision. It is
not likely that the Bishop of tho metropolis of
Sxyrin was mistaken ; for news travelled rapidly
in the Roman world, and the Christians were
forced to be in great measure a secret society,
whose membhers kept up a constant communica-
tion with one another,

*Archdeacon Farrar: Lives of the Fathers,
p. 59.



