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a life according to the standards of one's own
denomination fill the requirement ?

If not, one of two conclusions follows. Fither
there are four different standards of practical
Christianity, or the denominational differences
are unpractical and non-essential. If conduct
is based on the personal-religious tie, then there
is not a common standard of conduct.

Ifit is not so based, but on some general
ground of agreement, then the religious tie is not
needed. Unless doctrine, worship, ministrations
have a living outcome and purpose, what are
they ? Mere subjective features of the man's
life. ‘They are no longer objective realities.
Whether its promoters know it or not, this is the
question they will have to meet.

A TEST LIKELY TO ARISE.

Already signs of one difficulty have appeared.
The Epworth Leaguc among the Methodists
mark a drawing away. These convention meet-
ings are likely to precipitate the trouble which
might otherwise remain for a time in solution.

So long as denominational differences are real,
the question must arise, when united action he-
comes incvitable, as to which of the component
sects shall have the control.  The success of such
a demonstration as this in New York city
makes the prize worth contending for. It is not
in human nature to decling the combat. And
cach leading sect will think itself entitled to the
supremacy. That Baptists will see Methodists
gaining in numbers and putting to the front their
especial ideas ; that Presbyterians will allow
Congregationalists to have the say in matters
involving tenets and practices, is not to be
thought of.

The defeated party in anv important issue
will either drop its intcrest or secede and form
a league of its own. It is one thing to shout
cnthusiastically,

“Onward, Christian roldiera®
and quite another to follaw an alien lead as to
the line of march and to the choice of a batile-
field.

History is continually repeating itsclf; and
when a veritabie issue against the world, the
flesh and the devil comes to be joined, one may
Inok for the same spectacle as that presented by
the Covenanters at Bothwell Brigg.  In the face
of the artillery of Monmouth, the Highlanders
of Dalzell and the dragoons of Claverhouse, the
Scotch leaders persisted in disputing over the
doctrines of grace—and questioning the right of
any not sound in the faith to rally their ranks—
until the decisive moment was passed and the
royal troops had pierced their centre and rolled
up their flanks.  Such may be the fate of Chris-
tian Fodeavor when it has to trust to the coher-
ence of mere enthusiasm and a unity of senti-
ment rather than of principle.
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INFALLIBILITY.

How Far, AND WHERE, MAY CERTAINTY OF
TrerH BE Expretep 18 THE TEACHING
or THE CHURCH?

By ihe Bishop of Qi Appelic.

Ix ihe midst of all the doubts and d:ifficuities
and differences of opinion on religious questions
by which we are surrounded, and of the many
forms of faith into which Christendom is now
$) unhappily divided, many devout and earnest

ClLristians, not unnaturally, very fervently desire
that they could find some infailible authority to
tell them what /s truth. Undoubtedly it would
be an inexpressible relief, and would give an in-
tense satisfaction and rest, to many minds now
tossed about and wearied with the contentions
of Christians if only they could be certain as to
what they ought to believe,

And it is, of course, the most carnest souls
that feel this craving for “peace in believing *
the most deeply and painfully. Moreover, the
want of an infaillible guide and teacher being so
trying to the soul, it is very easy to pass to the
conviction that there mus/ be some such authori-
ty somewhere.

It is probably because the Church of Rome
professes 1o give this certainty, and to teach with
an ufallible authority, that most who join her
communion are attracted to her. It certainly
was so with by far the greatest of the converts
that she has drawn to her communion from the
Church of Ingland in this century, John Henry
Newman. To the last, e himself tells us, he
felt the full force of all that he had himself so
powerfully said about the particular errors of
that Church, but he was willing to renounce all
his reason against those errors for the acceptance
of the one dogma that w/has the Churek teaches
must be right. No one can read that most
wonderful Biography, the * Apelogia pro Vit
Sua,” without fecling that when he wrote tha:
exquisitely pathetic hymn, which so many now
sing without for a moment thinking of the heart
agony from which it peured forth, or of the end
to which he who wrote it was hastening—

Lead kindiy Light, audd the eucireling gloom,

Lexd Thon mue on;
it was simply a question, for Newman, between
infidelity and the aceeplance of the guidance of
an auvthority that professed 1o be infudlible. And
0 it has been with many.  Moments of heart
agony are not the time for judicial judgment.

But it is obvious that the mere fact of a cer-
tain religious body professing 1o be ableto teach
the truth infallibly, is no proot that it Zas the
autherity and power to do so.

It is our solemn duly as creaturcs endued
with reason and understanding, for the use of
which we shall have to give an account to Him
Who created us, as for all His other gifls, to
investigate the claims and see if' it is bascd on
sufticient authority. It is impossible 1o escape
from this responsibility.

We must ever remember that w/timalely in the
last resort, our faith must rest on owr private
Jwdgment as to what has sufficient authority for
being believed.  Supposiag the Pope isappoint-
ed infallible teacher of the Church, before T can
Le certain that / Jawe the truth from him I must
be convinced in my own mind that he has been
so appointed. Or, to take the most extreme
case: Qur Lord Jesus Christ is undoubtedly
the ultimate zuthority, and an infallible authori-
ty to the Christian believer, in all matters of
‘faith and morals. Dut, even here, it is our
! private judgment that accepts His authority on
what we deem sufficient reliable evidence con-
cerning His Resurrection, His miracles, His
Word, His character. [t is undeniably true
that “the basis of every one's faith, Romanist’s
just as much as ours, is quthority regarded as
reliable i his privare judgmen!, whether that
judgment is shallow or solid.”

1

This being 50, it is our duty before God,
earnestly and patiently, 1o examine the founda-
tion of the claim before accepting any autherity
as an infallible teacher.

As Christians, indeed, we are all agreed in
accepting Christ Himsel{ as our Lord and
Master and infallible Teacher. AN authority,
Al Trath, proceeds from Him. We are all
agreed morgover in accepting the New Testa-
ment Scriptures as a suflicient witness, at the
very least, as to what the Apastles, lo whom it
had been promised that ¢ Holy Spirit " would
“lead them into iwfo ali truth and the early
Christians belhieved, taught, and did.

We nced not stay to examine the authority
on which we accept this basis, which is com-
mon to all Christins, Catholics, Romanists,
and Protestants ahke.

The first question that arises then is, *ls
there suflicient ground for the supposition that
hecause want of certainty as to what we ought
to believe is so trying w0 the soul there must he
an infallible guide somewhere 1o which weean
go for a certain resolution of alt questions that
may arise ?

It is obvious that the only answer to this ques
tion thal we can haveis, © Did Christ think it
necessary that His disciples should have such a
Teacher 2" or in other words, * Did He give
them such a ‘Peacher 2 M He did mof give them
such a Teacher then it is evident that iLis nof
necessary for us, however much we may desire it,
that we should have such infallible guidanee on
all questions, 1T He did give them any such
Teacher, then the further guestion will arises,
“in whom or in what was that weaching power
vested, and how was it to be exercised >

TO I CONTINUED,
— et ———

A SCEPTIC UNDECEIVED.

ere is the testimony of a sceptic himsell to
the truth of Christianity, made before death,
This was the britliant Henri Heine ; and the
authority for this is a Fronche newspaper, which
is quoted by the Christian Guardiai of Turontoe.
Fleine, it says, made an extraordinary avowal of
Lis conversion to Christianity before his death.
Amid great and terrible sufferings he displayed
astonishing peace and resignation.  When the
friend who reports the matter usked hin o ex-
plain his serenity he replied : * My friend, believe
me, it is 1enri Heine who tells you 50 ; and
after having reflected on it for years, and having
reconsidercd and maturely weighed what has
Leen written on this subject by men of all sorls,
Lelicve me that T have reached a conclusion that
there #s @ God who judges our conduct ; that
the soul is immortal, and that after this life there
is another, when the good will be rewarded and
the wicked punished. VYes ; this is what Henn
Heinc says, who has so often denied the Holy
Ghost.  If ever you have doubted these grand
truths, fing from you these doubts, and learn by
my example that noshing but simple faith in God's

mercy can sustain, without repining, atrocious
pains.  Without that faith, convinced as I am

that my bodily state is desperate, [si}O'uIId long
since have pat an end to my days.” Then he
added : »There are fools who, having passed
their lives n scepticism and mistake, and denied
God in their works and acts, have not conrage
10 own that they are worthily deceived.  As for
me, I feel compelled to declare thatit 18 a‘cm'mi
Jalsehood which long made me blind.—=Sefecied,



