h.

THEREFORE I WILL NOT BE NEGLIGENT TO PUT YOU ALWAYS IN REMEMBRANCE OF THESE THINGS, THOUGH YE KNOuW
THEM AND BE ESTABLISHED IN THE PRESENT TRUTH.—2 PETER, I, 12,

-

voL. I.]
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Poetrp.

' CHRIST'S AGONY IN THE GARDEN.

He knelt—the Saviour knelt snd pray'd,
When but his Fathier's eye

Look'd through the lowly guden ‘sshade,
On that dread agony !

The Lord of all, above, beneath,

‘Was bow'd with sorrow unto deatb.

The sun set in a fearful hour,
The skies might well grow dim,
When this mortality had power
Sov to o'ershadow Fim/
That Ile who gave man’s breath might know,
The very depths of human woe.

He knew them all-—the dOl.bt, the etrife,
‘The faing, perplexmg dread,

The mists that hang o'er parting lifs,
All darkén’d round bis head |

And the Deliverer knelt to pray—

Yet pass'd it not, that cup, away.

It pass'd not—though the stormy wave
Had sunk beneath his tread ;

Jt pass'd not—though to Klim. ths gtavo . .
Had yielded up its dead.:

But there was sent him from on high

A giftof strengl.h, for man to die.

And was Flis mortal hour beset
‘With anguish and dismay? -
How may we meet our conflict yet,
In the dark, narrow way?
How, but through [im, that path who trod?

Save, or we perish, Son of God!
Mnrs. Hzmaxs,

- VILLAGE PREACHING?*

SsaMons To a4 CounTkY CONGREGATION.— By Augusius Wil-
liam Hare, A, lll lale Fellow of New College, and Rector of
Alton Barnes.

We have bere two volumes of sermons preached by their au.
thor, the Rev. Angustus Hare, to tho inhabitents of a small se-
questered hamlet in Wilishire, and published after his premature

death aa a legacy Lequeathed by him to his pansh They are,
in truth, as appears to us, on the whole, compositions of very.

rare roerit in their kind, and realizs a notion we have always:

entertained, that a style of sermon for our rural eongregations
there somewhero was, if it could be hit off, which in language
should be familine without being plebeian, and in matter solid,
witkont being abstruse; that ¢ thete was no need for the shep-
herd, in  whatever wilderness his flock might feed, to let such
lean and flashy songs grate on his pipe;’ as are {requently pro-
duced under the title of sermons to & country congregation ; and
that with a’ litle pains a quickening spirit- -might be introduced
into the village pulpit, which should reseue it from the charge of
‘dullnees under which it has so long ‘laboured, and render it a
more effsctual engine than it is, for i unpressmg the people. But
tcoughing will drown ths parson’s saw,’ .80 long as a saw itiis,
~* tha curate will enjoy the swest sleep in his desk, ond sweet,
the clerk bolow,” so long ae it is the dmasy vector that drawls
over his head; and no wonder if the congregation is small,
whilst it can be said of the.vicar, as Sir: Walter. Seott wtites .of
him, if we remember, in an early’ mn(zlnon of Crabbe,

“ Dry were- lm sezmons, though his valln were vet.

The obaervatlonl, however, which® wc luve to mnko on tho
aubject of village: preaching in the abstract, ‘will arrange them-
selves perhaps most conveniently wider the uveral aspeets, in
which we shall consider these sermons.

Now first with respect to style. The: languagc then of a ser-
_mon to a enuntry congregation should be uf Sazon, not of Latin
or French extraction. Your country .congregation. consists of
the best and the werst educated people ia the land, and the ser-
mon should be so constructed as to ‘be as far as poasible wlike
odifying to both, The squire needs not to be revolted by : its
coarseness and vulgamy ; or, which is eore to be apprehendod
" be led to esteem it an effusion.obviously intended for the poor .to
follow, and for him to -patronize; and, on the other haad, .the
peasant must not _be sacrificed to the refinement of his superiors,
“nor be made to feel that whatever scraps of saving knowledge
eome 1o his share, are but crumbs that fall from the rich .man’s
table. But Saxon English has the merit.of bemg at.once.ac-
ceptable to the highest class, because it is good in taste, and-to
the lowest, because it is m(elllglble in meaning ;,and thus'both.
profit by it. It is the Saxon . character ,of the language of the,
Litargy that suite it to every congregation, from, the parish-i|’
church to the chapel -royal. Were it saturated ‘with-terms -of
Latin or Norman origin, it would not be a whit more fit for a
court, and -.would .be utterly anfit for,a cottager. Let vo, mqn
despise the power of this dialect. Some .of the: ﬁnelt bursts,in:
our literature are in almost pure Saxon, ‘Milton is never gteam
than when he is speakmg in‘it.” ‘His noble sonnet on the massa-:
ere in Piedmont,contains, scarcely a word whu;h js not Saxon..
His ode on the Nativity .is-of .the same stamp: 80,86 his Alle-:
gro and Penseroso. Crabbe's “Hall of Justice;” and .Cowper’ s
*Cast-away,’ sach the most powerfal copy -of verse, pefhaps,
which their respective authors penned, are. monumcnu of tha

simple. majesty .of Saxon-English.
But were it less vigorous- than'it- is, it is tbe speech of tho pco-!

ple, and it would beu pitiful ambition in a minister of God-to be |-
playi mg the pedant in the pulplt, and to be pamunv the wmdow
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till he has dimmed the light. "Let any man read the sermons of
Parr, addressed to the good peaple in Hatton church, and he will
see at once that it was as necessary for him to have spoken ¢ by
two or three (sentences), and to have had one (Xinterprer, as it
ever was for man who spake in an unknown tongue of old. It
is not, however, pedantry, so much as a want of due attention
to the vocabulary. of the lubouring classes, that render so largea
share of what is provided for them quite uscless, and we could
name several publications on the list of the Society for Promo-
ting Christian Knowledge which make no pretensions to learn-
ing, and of which the writers are above all suspicion of vanity,
and yet which are lost upon those 1o whom they are addressed,
because they do not speak to them in the valgar tongue. Now
it is 8 merit in these sermons of Mr. Hare that they apeak in no
other. Flor instance, on the reasonableness of the duty of abedi-
ence (0 parents—

“ What plant from the Indies is so difficult to rear, or needs
such constant care and watching, ns @ delicate, sickly child?
Think of the wear and tear in the mother’s heart. | have often
seen it during that rearmg It is not the child bearing &0 much
as the child cearing ; it is the vntchmg the cradle with patient
eye, day afier day, for hours: togéther; it is the care’and fear,
and anxiety and weariness, whila nursing childrea through thsir
illnesscs, that drives the colour from u mother’s cheek, and makes
it pale and wan before its time,’

Or, on the Resurrection ; thus the sermon opens—

“¢Christ is risen!’ Such is the greeting in Russia on the
morning of Easter-day. In the great city of Mcscow, and
throughout the whole country, when two friends meet on this
morning, one of them says to the other, * Christ is risen!"—
Among all the customs [ ever read of, this to iy mind is one of
the most Christian and most beautiful. It is the secing the re-
surrection of Jasus Christ in its true light, not as a fact which
we ara merely to believe, because it is written in the New Tes-
tament, without thinking or caring much about it asa piecs of
good news (o oursclves which we cannot help speaking of for
‘What the Russians then have said to cach other on Easter-
day for hundreds of years, let me now say to you; wuh a Joyful
and thankful heart, ¢ Christ is risen!"’

The most fastidious heaver could not find fault with. such En-
glish, nor the most unletiered misusderstand it. '

The defect of style agninst which we have hitherto directed
our caution, the use of exotic diction, so fatal to the perspicuity

of village sermons, issued from the school of Jobhson, The’
| Anne's time; as the vocsbulery of poetry, nccordmg 10 Johne

nexi to which we shall advert, the use of periphrasis, from that

of Gibbon. . Gibbon’s fondness for this Sgure is quite unaccount.’

able, driving him as it ofien does, to the clumsy expedient of ex-

plaining his own meaning at the fout of his own page, as if the.

text were to be the puzzle, of which the note was the solution..
{ those who have since lived, is but .a poor substitute; and there

For exnmple—-o

¢ After a war of about forty years, undertaken by the most
stupid, maintained by the most dissolute, and terminated by the
most timid, of all the emperors, the far greater pnrt of the island
submitted to the Romsn yoke.”

And then we are. told beneath that Claudius, Nero, and Domi- '

tian sre the emperors meant. In Gibbon this came of affecta.
tion: in such humble followers as- Hayley (who is profuse in
the .use of it), of feebleness t00,.as the wmidity of the limb does
but indicate the debility.of thesystem. Affeetation is bad enough
anywhere; .in the. pulpit intolerable; and if the preacher, espe-

*| cially the preacher to a country congtegmon, does not put pith

into his words, and ¢ ' make them pissce as nails,” they will
scarcely find: thexr way thl’O\l’h an honest bmd’ or yeomnn’a
head. . Mr. Hare, who, llsroughom lhese sermons, gives proof of
his .intimate knowledge of the poor, denved from pastoral inter-
course with them, never bewilders them by any luch circumlo-
cution, but goes directly to the hears.

. ANl extortion,’ says he, for instanes, lcootdmg to this mlo,
comes under the eighth. commandment. So does the taking ad-
vantage of a neighbor’s ignorance, or of his. necessitias, to dme
a hard bargain. So do all those thmgo which too many reckon
fair, such as cheating the king's revenue, smuggling and buymg
of smugglers, poaching and buying of poachers: all theso are
breaches of the eighth commaudmcnt.

Or agam—

* There is hardly a poor peuon qn lheu pnm of Enghnd who
does not get what our great grandfaihers would have deemed (o
be Juxuries. [ will mention two .of lhcse—lea and w/walen
bread. If any one,a hund:ed years ago, had foretold that the
time wou[d cpme when every. coltage in England would have its

i| tenpot and louf of wheaten bread, he would have been- laughed

atas@a t'ooluh dreamer. Yet that time is come.” .
 We have heard preachen in our time who would huvo ﬂmchod
fcom expressions so natural and stulgh(fotwa:d' and would ia-
fallibly have wamed these _poor _people on the. Domu agamst
holding,any i inteccourse with the noctumal mumudet on tho maio
or .on the manor; and have suggomd to them the gumode they
owed for a fragtam bevcmge and faﬂnmoul food. And so
mlght Mr. Haro, if bis taste had been less correct, And Im desire
.| of doing good less earnest; | and ho would lwn had tbo eomfon
of thinking, afier. he had delmud hu duoopme, that lbough he
had left his Wlluhue peasants i in tho dark, to be l\ll’e, as to the
offences thay were fo shun, or the blmmgs for which lhey were
J 1o:be. thankful, yet the digoity of (he pulpn, at .8y rate, had not
spffo;ed in,bis, handc. ,

'We next, come 1o lhe use. of dlu:tratwu m a sermon. . i The
connlry parson.in preachm 8ays. Hcrbert. oomeumu lells the

people stories, and sayings. of othen, la:ordmg ) bll ;ext in-
mp‘lmn for thcm also men- heed and xcmcmhar bouer thna

exhortations, which though earneat, yet often die with the sere
mon, especully with country People, which are thick and heavy,
and hard 10 raise them to a point of zcal and {er\'cncy,md need
a mountain of fice to kmdle them, but stories and sayings they
will remember.

Before the Reformation, sermons ebounded in stch tales § oo
much so indeed as to require regulations to correct the excess; an
well as for some time afier it. But in those duys many causcs
coneurred to render discourses from the pulpit more cotlt quial.
The chicf preachers were the Friars; men who might take rank
with our own Ranters. Their henren were pcrpclunlly coming
and going during the sermon, as suited their convenience, tha
church door open, and no ceremony used ; often, indeed, it was
delivered in the open air, at a cross, or ﬁom a window. Jf the
sudience laughed outright at a passage that pleased (hom, or
covghed at one that galled them, no offence was uken, nor any
scandal felt: the license of the church being pretty much the
same as that of the play<housc; for indecd the (wo reciprocated )
the pulpit being always dramanc. the stage cfiecn lhco!oglcal.
This freedom from all constraint, both of the tcacher and hearer.
became by dagrees abridged ;. ‘the country olergy vising .in rank
and education (for’ nmmedmufr’ "after the Reformation they were
very low in both these reapocls,) and so growing more {astidious,
and a severer influenco shedding itsell both upon thewn and upon
their poople by the progressive ascendancy of the Putitan. Acs
cordingly within a century after the downfall of Popery, we find
Thomas Fuller—the last man, from natural ltmpcrnmem, one
would have thought likely to offer a caution upon auch a subject
—soying of the ‘ faithful minister,” * his similes and illustrationa
are always familiar, ncver contemptidle. Indeed reatons are
the pillars of the fsbric of a sermon, Lut similitudes ave the win<
dows which give the bost light. e avoids such stories whose
mention may suggcsl bad thoughts to the nudllou, and will _not
uso a light compunson 10 make thereof o gravo application, for
fear lest his poison go further than this antidote.

- Preaching, theretore, now toock an opposite tack, and from
having been certainly once succulent, by the timo of John Wes-
ley bad become sopless. ‘This was one cause which rendered
the new style of preaching adopted by him and his followers a0
attractive; the people not staying 1o examine whether the water
wanted filtering, because their lhronu ‘were dry lhrough the

| drought which had pteceded The standard according: to which

the character of the imagery and diction of tho pulpit of modern
days was regulated, was not- fixed before the divines “of Queen

son, was nol de(crmmed before the ago of Diyden, ‘In bolh ca-
ses, the restraint has been injurious to the, uubjcct of it Thero
wus a Doric simplicity,— ‘wood-nolcu wild'—in the pocis be-
foro Dryden, for which the greator correctucss, it may be, of

was a homely vigour in the sentiments and phraseology of the
pulpit of the duys of the First and Second Charles, which bas
been ill replaced by the decorous tameness. of later- umco.

. (To beconcluded in our m'zt)

HORMA BISI:IOE.

NO. X1,
- ON THE POETRY OF THE SCRIPTUREB

‘In directing the attention of my readers to the beauties o( the
sacred page, it would be unpardonable were no notice taken of

‘the sublime and‘nmplo poetry which'udorns it. - Oun this subjéct,

however; nothing original is atrempted, The labours of Lowh,
and the more recent invaluable additions: of Jebb, scem 10 leave
scarcely any thing now to be-hoped for:in thin’ interaling field, -
"And while I avail myself of what . they -have alrcady done; I -

sirongly .recommend to the -mdimu reader an altcnln'c perunl -

of the works of these masters of Biblical literoture, -7

I shall now offer & few' introductoty remarks on the lubjcct of
poetry in general, which will prepare tho way for a right appres
ciation of the peculiarities of Jewish poetry. And if my cbeers
vations appear sumewhat dry and uninteresting, I must wu«t
that prolxmmary knowledge is-not always the most uttractive,
yet it is certainly most necessary, in order to a: thorough under.
standing of any sciencs ; and that although the porch of the tern.
ple may be itself. deotiwle of, decouuon, ‘we must pass through
it, if we would feast our eyes,on”tbe splendid ornaments which
grace the interior. .

lremnk, first, That rhymc is.n0t essential lo pqelry,-—ln llu
dayu of compara;we barbnrmp, nolhmg wus esteemed pocqcal
in our,own country, which was not quqnded with a rytbmncql
nglo at the end.of (he lines. Bvcu those who . '.vrolc in Latia
must have ttup muenble cadenco and, tlws uwght the grave
and majestic language ¢ of Vugnl to. ﬁgure away. in.the. dtgu of
Hadcqpm. At length, bowever, Epghsb eors. l:m leqrnul lhn
rhyme js oot even necessary (o English poesy:. and.a Miiton and
a Cowper have ;sbewn that a pogt may, both ulon;lh and dehgbt,
without,the appendnge pf .umlu sosnds at the termination of
the, copplet.

.J.would obscrve further, W regidarwy of puqm‘rc in m

,d:ﬂemu lines is. not necessary to poctry.——The Latin .poets. ulo

hered, tp the. rules of prosody which were laid down for tedocu\‘

,theu poetry to the greateat regulmty, .and with us it.has been

usual (0 aitend (o this. But these are siot wasting, pmagu ol
decided poetic beauty. which are quite unshackled by - tlnymmg
terminations, and quito indcpendem cf the rulcl of prolody. Tuko
the fcllowing lines of Southey s a- apccxmem-— : %

"« How beautiful is mghtl
A dewy freshness fills aunlw e ¢



