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of a sufficicnt ground for considering a duty raised by means ot
postage as onc inconsistent with that pledge ; for if the mother-
country divested herself of the right of collecting the duties Jaid
on uuder former acts, as well as of imposing new ones, she has
equally divested Dierself of the right ot leyying any old internal
duty, under whatever pame; and I even contend that under
the spirzt of the act, by which also, “all duties that are or may
be imposed for the regulation of trade shall be applied to the
use of the colonies alene,” all the sums of money that have been
remitted fiom this country to the post-office in London, ought
to be claimed back from the exchequer, in order to be appro-
riated for the use of the colonies. £fthis reasoning be correct,
it would follow that the post-office acts, bemg revenue-acts,
have no force 1 this country, and in fact that is my opiuion ;
notwithstandiog all laws wmade in England, prior to the Quebec
act,which specify that-their operation shall extend to the colo-
mes, (as the post-office acts do,) are said to be biding heie ;
this certamly holds good with respect to others {such as that of
14 Geo. 1f Cap. 37, by which baoking companies in the colo-
nics are declared to be common and public uisances,) hut not
with regard to any 1evenue-acts, which me of course taken out
of that tule by the declaratory act before, mentioned Now
-let us consider what consequences may be let in, if these acts
are to be considered as operative here for raisiog a revenue.—
The ongmal act of Ano fixesall the rates of postage to be paid,
& these have been augmented from time to time, partly from the
increased expenses of the department, but chiefly,for raising an
augmented revenue ; so that the packet postage which by that
act was one shilling, 18 now four shillngs and sixpence : what is
to prevent the postege from being increased, even internally 3o
these provinces, to a vate that will drain double or treble the
sum fiom the country which it now does ? The present rates of
postage offord, 1 beleve, an annual surplus of nearly ten thou-
satd pounds Sterhing, weluding all the British North American
possessions ; wheie 1s the guarantee, or the power, to restrain it
from being made (o yield thirty thousaud pounds, or more, at
the will of the goveroment at home? Surely this ought to be
enquired into, and remedied. The money of the colonists is
thus taken from them, and applied, amongst: other things wilh
which they haveno concern, to the payment of sine-cure sala-
ries and penwions at home, which are made chargeable upon
that fund - ought got the surplus of 510,000, or whatever it
may be, to go in aid of the civil lists of the colopies, instead of
going to swell the power and patronage of the mivistry in Eog-
Jand® 1 set aside the question of the expenditure of that sur-
plus io making improvements in the post-office establishmeant,
py better provision of horses, carriages, offices, aod other ob-
jects of local imporiance for the “encouragement of trade, com-
merce. avd correspondence ;¥ which it might naturally be ex-
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