
64 EVA Il

the joyousness of her own heart, and the varied

5 and glowing beauty of the country thirough whicl

they were p would permit lier, when a new

and more powerful cause of distraction presente

e itself, in the approacli of a horserman, who wa

advancinîg ait a rapid galop alonig the same road

and in whom lier quick eye at once r'ecogiiize

the landsone stranger who had already twic

> crossed her path, and contrived to evince durini

those two brief nionients so flattering, so unac

countable an interest in herself. Whether bi
accident or design, lie reined up bis liorse in

narrow winding of the road, rendering it necessarj

for the carriage to pass quite close to him. Ev

felt lier heart beat mno'st uncomfortably, and sh1

wished herself at home, anywhere out of he

present predicament. Her countenance, so per
fect, so cloudless a inirror of everything tha

passed in ber heart, reflectedi plainly in lier crim

soning cheeks and averted glance, the feeling o
uncoinfortable, of almost guilty consciousness, tha

fdled lier at the moment. In passing the ride

she involuntarily raised her eyes, and encountere

the fixed admiring gaze of his dark speakin

orbs, almost startling in tlieir deep earnestnes

As lie met lier glance, lie slightly, almost inpe

ceptibly, inclined lis head, and Eva crimson

her temples, turned for refuge from his speakin

glances, to Mrs. Wentworth, who, happily for he

had been too profoundly engrossed by lier botan

cal lecture to perceive the rapid pantomime th

î had just been enacted. She suddenly stoppe

short, hiowever, and Eva, fearful that she w

about to question her on the cause of lier evide

discomposure, hurriedly exclaimed:
" There, Mrs. Wentworth, is not that yello

flower on the bank, an illustration of the cla

you have just been describing 1"

Mrs. Wentworth was sliort-sighted, so E

asked the groom to dismount and gather t]

flower she alluded to. The man did so, smili

at the caprice that attached any value to a co

mon weed. On Eva's handing the blossom

lier companion for lier inspection, the latter e

claimed in a tone of profound astonishiment:
"What ! that, belong to the class I have ju

been describingi It does not possess a sing

characteristic of it. Really, T must say, MI
Huntingdon, that your studies in the opent air a

not always equally successfuhl"
Eva bent lier liead over the unlucky blossom

- conceal lier eiîbarrassment, but the heavy mo

ture with which the leaves were éharged, dis

loured lier delicate glove, and shie threw it fr

ier. Some moments afterwards, a sharp ba
frim Hector, who had followed the carriai

JNTINGDON.
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caused ler to turni lier la], wlien, to lier over-

whielIing surprie, she -aw Ilie liandk<iime un-

known, wlio Lad lihted froi Lis hore, stoop,

raise the flower shi had r .j1t, nU carefuilly

put it ini lhis bo-omi. Eva waited f->r noe more, luit

lier thouligts involved in,' ene on d cha s, ruaik

back into her former poitiuon, as id: tu the words

of her companion as a ýta: ne of rnarble. For-

tunately for ler, Mr-. Wenîtwor:h hii now drawn

forth a work on botany,:ai! had proceeded to

follow up lier own lecture, by a chapter from its

pages.

Who the stranger w-z \VWhy dl he! t1e .-f

deep, so undesers e1 an irter-t 1 -r " wre

questions that Eva atsked ler elf xfy ti:nî.

Tien, as slie reflected low utterly und1l',ervedi

such friendship wa on lier part, a feeli of ··in-

cere gratitude succeeded, which ii its turn was

replaced by one (f aumnîýtion, as tlie Lan U

and distinguisled appearancei' i e strairer

rose upon ber recollection. Finlly, Sleu came to

the conclusion, that he was anoier generous,
kind-hearted being of Ile same stamp as Mr.

Arlingford, and a< slie thouglit of all the kindness,

the gentle attentions evinced towards her by the

latter, she felt that fortune was alrendy atoning

to lier, in sone degree, through the kindness of

strangers, for the desolateness that filled ler own

home. Oh ! how distracted were Eva's thoughts
that evening, how douhly dull and uniitelligible

did lier French st(lies lppear. In vain shle fixed

ber eyes upon the book, in vain she shaded them

with ber hand, the lineage of the graceful un-

known was ever before lier, gathering;, as a thing

of price, the unattractive flower shse had cast

away, and bringing with it, the ever recurring

question: "What had lie seen in her, what had

slie donc to earn or win sueli iuterest r' And

yet, again, what claims hadl sle either on Mr.

Arlingford, lie who froin the first had advied, en-

couraged lier, with the tenderness of a fathier.

Oh 1 were the stranger ten tinies more f1attering
and handsome, slie could never like himfl h:if as

well. The-slharp question, "Miss lIuntingdon,
do you know your verb, yet i" broke in mot unii-

pleasantly upon lier meditations, for, as miay be

supposed, Mizs Ilnitingdon knew very little of

it. Indeed, she had been too deeply engaged in

the study of lier two new friends, in all their

persons, moods and tenses, te attend to anything
else. T)e consequence was, she was severely

reprimanded,.informed there should be ne car-

riage drive the following day, and politely ru-

quested to lean two verbs instead cf one. She
5 sought her couch that night, restless and unhappy,

now wishing hersel again in ber old houe, then

-p.'-


