)

“always an advantage to those w bo wili improve

982

The iDatt!)utam

1850

Family Circle.

LETTER OF THE LATE REV. JOHN MAUDOMN
ALD TO HIS SINTER, ON HLR MALRRIAGL,

#Pogethor with health, may tho Lord graat
you cvary other temporal eomitort cunsistent
with tho covenant ol graee, nnd contained
therein ; and however much you may destro 1t
may he never give you apy other, lest yun fadl
into &, which s worse than sorrow.  T'he
desires of my heart tor you aro lurger than 1
can express, lov they are sputtaal, the tongue
cannot speak them, nor the pen wrne toemn,
but God knoweth and comprehendeth then and
that is all I want, seetng that 1t s from hin
1 seck them.  Whils' a gracious and allsuffi
cient Futher understandeth  my  poor lisping
soul, I am net concerned about vesnlts

But there are some of my desires that I can,
to some extent express I desire that the Lord
uay bewith you in your vaton  Your natural
life is {rom hin ; hold your conjuaal life trom
hun too, and in hun ; seek its continuanee
conformity to his will who binds and unlooses
as he pleases; and seek s engoymen's no tar
thiee than is consistent with bus howy and spirst-
ual lawv afll pregence.  That relation which
cou have forined by his oniginal instiuion, aad
n the course of s p.ovidential appoint nents,
you must discharge and exereise uccording to
his revealed will. “Search out adt s nund on
this subject. scattered through his word, ang
stady it. and pray over 1t; aund thus set the
Lord before you, and he will be with you.

Love Cnrist above your hushand : this is es-
sentin] o true and Insting happiness I rejoree
to think that your husba4 1s ane who would
Jove you more for loving Christ better than him-
selt. ~ Be thanklul for this mercy, and improve
it It will be a source of ncreasing conjngal
love; for il you fiud that your husband lnves
you in proportion as you love Christ, and he
finds that you love him in the s~ne proportion,
then this will prove as a wutual attraction to
the one centre, even the heart of Jesns - and
oh ! who can tell the serene, pure, ardent, and
spiritual enjoyments of two souls as wvne in
Christ!  May the supreme love of Christ save
bath of you from idolatry, and may the muatual
reflection of Christ’s love and tinage be the ua-
chaunging basis of your mutual Jdelight.

Be careful my dearest Margaret, as to you
own personal religion : let not your change ol
state prove an mterruption to this  You have
just been withdrawn, by the kudness of God,
from tho tnany anxieties, vanuues, snares, and
‘wearisome imaginations of untnarried grivlhood ;
and in 4 little e vou may be called into the
niany cutes, sorrows, solicitudes, occupitions
and necessary bustle of married womanhood. —
Yon are now in a transition state.  You have
a temporary interval of calm tranquiny amd
retirement, pecuharly favorable for sputtual un-
provement—though, alas | 1 have too often seen
iy own little sphiere of observation, tHat it
15 an interval oo often given up to sloth and
indulgence ; and therefore, that the Lord st
soon afterwards nrise with hus rod 10 bis hand,
to awalien and chasten such slumbenng child-
reu: let 1 not be so with yud.  Besur you w
prayer and the Word wow—10 mediation, re-
pentance, aud lath. Redeen iune tor the duing’
of good. 'I'nkean acuve, spuuual, and deer
ded part at ohce.  You have been calied to a
pew and strange scene of acton, and s s

it. May the Lord make you a mother iu lsiael,
even to his own httle ones ! Be a ie-ilow-work-
er in prowoting your husband’s mumstry ; by
prayer, by character, by the hand, by the hp,
work for vour Locd in heaven,  The piovs wiie
ol a gospel mimster mny be of wealcuable be-
nefit in winning and encouraging souls ; but
she who s not so wiil incar the fearlul respon-
sibiiity of arresting the Lond's work  Render
vourself; then, up unto the Lord as tus walk 1w
the Spirit, and seek constant love, light, and
strength.” .

SEND YOUR CHILDREN TO SUNDAY-SCHOOL.

Parents of the following classes, hear us
when we propose to you that your cluldren
should ba sent to sabbath school.

1. You that care about your own and your
children’s souls. We believe you are secking
out the best mneans of bruefitting those under
your care. We, therefore, do no more than
ask you 1o consider whether or not 1t would be
useful to send your children to our schools. 1t
other circuinstances are suitable, then your ex-
ample might influence some of yonr neighbors
asd by your attentior: to your chuldren, in pre-
paring them at howme for sabhath schoul, you
woulll have the satisiaction of seemng your chil-
dren become a pattern to others,

UL You that careabout your cmaldren, thovgh
you arenol yourselves converted.  We kuow that
this is no uncommon case; even wlidels have
wished their children to:know Christ.  Now, if
{ou feel that yourselves have got no change of
reart, wo entreat you to send your chirldren to
sabbath-sciiool. There, by the biessing of Gorl
they may be led 1o Christ. The teacher’s
whole aim isto bring them to the cross of
Christ, to carry them vo-the-Shiepherd who gave
his lite Jor the sheep, and to bathe them in the
fonatan.open forsin and unclsanness.  But if
you allow them to spend evening, and perhaps
ali the day too, in whatever manunerithey please

you may expect 8oun w henr them ultenng
oaths, end be grieved by their profanity, theur
coutemnpt for the ordinasces of Goldy therr filihy
and toolizh deeds, and other dizos of a hagden
od heart But ohof they wers saved. yon
would he freed at the givat day from the e
prouch of their rum ' and pethaps they might
vven carry  home saleation to you!  What it
they should lead you by the hand to Yesus 7—
What it your experience shoull be thatof o
purent who sad, I was thirty years old before
L knew that T hud asonl  Butone of vur Lova
went oot on o sabbath to plhy and was brought
in with his ankle.bone cut of joiut Next sab
bath another of the boys got hunsell fatned.
and T learned through them, that T bLad a
soul ”

UL You that care ovither for your ¢ten nor
wour chddven’s souls.  Whether you care or not
st it 13 true there is o Saviour standmg with
open arms, saying, * Suffer htle children to
ecte unto e, and forrmd them pot? Mark x
1L Will you allow us to ba kil to them.
and lead them to this Sacinar?  Yaon would
wish them to be obedient, tu be well behaved
to be useful; von wuould not wish to see them
arow up to be thieves, drunkards, and pests to
saciety Lot us then try what we can da 1
fead them to Chmst Do not ander us from
showing kmdness to your chiddren  We en
treat you not to be unmerciful 1o their souls —
Liet nat your eye be evil toward the children of
your own hawels  Wonll yon wish that any
of thein shoulil vet curse the day that ever they
were born in your house, and had you for ther
parent ?

Aad nov that we have ended anr fow words of
expostnlation, we st say to these ol you whe
agree to put yonr children under onr care for a
few honrs on sahhath, that we dn not m any
degree free you from the obligations you yous-
selves are under (0 attend to their snuis,  Noj;
e cannat tak> upen s gewr rvesponsibility,
which beeame yours at yonr chiliren’s hirth,
and was sealod on you atther hapusm  We
eannot stand i yaur place at the judgment.
day. You must yourselves at home watch
ovrr them, pray for them, belp them in theiy
tessons for their clases, and speak to them on
their returnimg hinnic, as anxicusly asif we had
never said a word  We offer only *o Lelp you
[t will prove vour more sure comdemnation
at last 1f it be the case that strangers cared
mare for your ch.ldren's souls than you your
selves do,—the fatter that begat them, and the
mother that hare them Bt oh, haw blessed,
if Ind by the Holy Spirit yourselves, you beeomr
the menns of leuding your ehitldren o Josus '—
Wo will stand by, rpiving ta hear you g4y,
¢ Behol! Lord T and the children whomn thou
hast given me 1"

TIIT. WAY TO BL HAPPY.

A story is told of twoe travellers in Lapland,
wlich tirows more hght v the act of being
buppy than a whole volawne of precepts andl ap
honsis  Upon a very cold duy o waater, they
were driving wony o aslelges weapped up
luts from head 10 Joot. Liven i tuces were
mwsily coveicd  wid you couid see Lardly any
g bul thewr eyebrows, and these were whiw
and ghstcwmng with fust. At leogth they saw
a poot ma who bad sunk dowa and fivzen 1
e suow.  We nust stop and help lum,"
sanl fjune of the twvellers. > Bwp aad belp
i 1 sephied thie other, *yon wali wever Uk
of stupping un such a day us this! Ve aie
lialf frozen ouiselses, and vaglit to be at our
Juurney's end as suou as possivle.”  But { can-
uol leave this wan W pensh,” rejoin J tie more
Lumane travelier, » Lwustgo o isreli(,”
wd he stopped lus sledge.  Come,” saad he,
veome, by wie o vuse Lun” - Nou 1, e
plicd the othe, * 1 hse oo moch regard fos
my own life 0 expuse mysell v ths treczing
atinosphere more than 1s vecessory. I will sn
here, and keep mysclf as warm as Lean tili you
come back.” So saying, he resolutely kept s
seat, whilst his compantou hastened to the re-
liel of the perishing man, whomn they had so
providentially discovered.  Tise ordinary means
for restoring consciousness aml acuvity were
tried with compilete success; but the kind
hearted traveller was so intent upon saving the
Itfe ot a fellow creature, that he hnd forgotten
lus own exposure ; and what was the conse
quence?  Why the very eftort wineh he made
to warm the stranger warmed himself '—and
thus he liad a twofold reward. He had
the sweet consciousness of doing wbenevient act,
and he also found himself glowing from head
to foot by reason of the exertion which he had
wade,  And how was it with lus comnpanion,
who had been so much afraul of exposing him-
selt?  He was almost ready to freeze, notwith-
standing theefforts he had been making to keep
warm |

The lesson derived from thus little incident is
very obvious. We are all travellers to o dis-
tant country. At every step of our journey we
find other travellers, who need our (riendly aid
Nay, God has wrought thein aronnd our path
w great numbers; and, far asthe eve can reach
we see their dense and gloomy ranks. Now,
there-are two ways of mecting these objects of
Christian sympathy and brotherly vegurd.  We
ear go forward with the stern purpose of a sel.
fish and rolvmea spirit, saying, in reply to

avery apy nl which is addres ed to cur better

feptings, * Departin peare ; ‘be ye warmed and
filled ; or we.can say with- the warm-hearted

T
daveiet, © b oconuol seq dus wan prosh 1oy years,  Not dur distast 15 the  prineipal

musi hasten to his rehet”

Aud the role whichj mosque, forineddy a chae b, dedicated to S Johg

weadopt for our guadance s cases willp whose shidl aud sepuls i, found i this holy

fetermine the guestwon, whedies we wre huppy
ot wohappy b The man who hves oy for bone
~elt canvot be happy  Godd does not smile upon
Wi, and his consowence will goe Lo o peace
B3ut he who frgets hnuseli so his desire to do
sond, nut o 1y becomes @ blessiug o odhers, bat
pens a perpeiual fuunta ot Joy u hus own
hosan?

Geographic «amnd Elistorie.

DAMANUL S,

Damascus. called by the nauves Es Sham, a
eity of Sy, capital of an inportant pashalic
o the swne pame, acd, wdeed, the chiet or cap
tal ety of Syria, hes ma plain at the eastern
fuot of Antr-Labanus It was sometimes spo--
ken of by the aneicnts as un arabwn cry; bu.
mreahty, it belongs to Syna. In 2 Sum. vin
5 6, «the Symans of Damascus,” ate tound in
Isa. vii. 8  luis expressly sand, « the heat of
Syrnia is Damosceus:” alse, Isa. xvir 3, ¢ the
hagdom 1s to cease » trom Damascus ' So
that this place was obvionsly the metropohs of
aSynan empue.  Damascus- -by some held 1o
be the mdst ancrent eity 10 the worlii—is called
by the Orentals, = a pearl surronaded by emer-
alds *  Nothing eau be more beantutul than ns
posttion, whether approached frou the side of
Mount Lebanen, from the Desert to the east, or
by the hugh road trom the north, from Aleppo
and Hamah.  For many miles the eity 1s gir-
died by ferule fields, or gardens. as they are
called. which, being watered by nivers and
sparkhng streams, give to the vegetation, con-
sisting principally of olive trees, a vemarkable
freshiness and beanty, Ot all the cities of the
Ezlxsl, Damascus is, probably, the most orten-
tal.

The view of Damascus, when the traveller
emerges from Aoti Libanus, is of the most en-
vhanting kind.  Oune of inagutticent prospects
the world bursts upon the sight; like the first
view of Constantinople, it is unique. A view
15 presented fromn an elevation of a thousand
fet; from whenee the spectator Juoks dowu
upon a vast plain, bordered in the distance by
blue mountains, and ocenpied by a rich, luxu-
dant forest of the waluut, the iig. the pome-
graute; the plum, the apricoi, the citron, the
weusty the pear. and the apple, fuiming a wa
ving arove of more thap ity milis in cireuit,
possessitg 8 vast vanety of tiul, a pecaliar den-
sity and luxuriance ot fuilage, and a wildly-
picturesque forms, from the brauches of the lul-
et trees throwing themselves upabove a rich
nnderwood of pomegrantes, citous, and oranges,
with their yelos, green, and brown leaves
and the conceptions of the view will be sull
mure heightened by stating. that froin the same
point atc seen, grandly rising m the distance,
ahove this sast superfices of rieh, luxunant
filtage, the swelling domes, the gilded erescents
and the noarble minarets of Diunascis ; while,
in the centre of a'l, winding towanls the city,
runs the main stream of the viver Barrada,  Iu
decending finm the ahove elevation, the opening
in the trees, here and there, display litte patch
es of green verdure, or a glimyse of rielily-cul-
tivated gardens; the whole of thisiich tract
being surrounded by a mud wall, beyond which
all is orid and desert

The witenior of the city dues not correspond
with the exquisite beauty ol its environs Ju
the Armenian quaiter the houscs are built with
mad, and pierced towards-the street by a very
few small grated windows, with red painted
shutters. ‘They are low, and the flat urched
doors resemble those of stables. A tliby dung.
blly and a pool of stinking water, wrc alinost in-
variably befure the doors.  Tu somz of these
dwellings, beloaging to the prancipal Armenian
merchauts, there is great internal nichuess and
elegnnce.  The furmiture consists of magnifi-
cent Persian or Bagdad carpets, which entizely
cover the marble oc cedar floor; and of numer
ous cushions and mattrasses. spread in the
middie of the saloon, for the members of the
family to sit or lean against ‘There is a fine
wide street, formed by the palaces of the agas
of Darnaseus, who are the nobility of the land.
The front of these palaces, however, towards
the strect, are hike long prison or hospital walls,
being mere grey mud walls, with few or no win-
dows, whilst at intervals is a great gate open-
mgona conrt  But the interior is inagnificent ;
the ornaments of their saloons alone ‘cost up-
wards of £1,000 sterling. ‘The bazaars are
very striking, The greatbaznar is about half.
a league long.  They are long streets, covered
in with high wood.work, and hined with shops,
stalls, magazines, and cafrs. The shops ure
narrow, and go only a short way back. The
merchant is seated 1 front, with his legs donb-
led up below him. and the pipe in his mouth
‘The magaziunes are stored with merchandise of
all sorts. and particularly with Indian manufac-
tnres, which are brought in great profusion by
the caravans from Bagdad.  In the midstof the
bozaars stan s the finget khan 1o the East, that
of Hassan Pasha. 1lt-is an i.amense cupoly,
whose bold springing aveh recalls that of St
Peter-at'Rowme 5 itis in like .manner borne on
granto pillars,  The gate of this khan isa piece
of moorish architecture, the rictiest in detail, and
most imposing in-effect, that can beseen in the
world,

place, give it such w holy saunctity, that s
death for even o Mabuunonedan w0 enter o
room where the selics are wept  Sinated at the
#dac of the deserty nt the wouth of the plains of
Cweele-Syna, and the vallvs ot Galilee of Jdu.
maa, and of the coasts ot th sea of S_\l’iil, D
mascus waus needed as o restinr place for the
catavans to Julin It is essvntiniy a cotminer.
cad town, v hoodred merchants are por
manently settled it Foren trade s car.
ried on by the great Mecea earavan, Bagdad
carivan, the Aleppo, and by severnd small ones
to Beron (s seaport), Tvguibi, Avre, & The
peprlrtion of Damaseus 1s vanously s'ated g
trotn 150 000 to double that nuinber; of whom
that portion which may be dencminated Chrig.
tian, is cor ~ctured 1o be at least one filth,
Damuscus s an emmenty interesting tuwn,
It is thoronghly Oviental | though, at the pre.
sent time, the representatives in person and cos.
tume of wost other jistingmshed countiies of
the world may be seen in the streets.  Tts prox.
ity to Baalbee and Palmyra, which are mere
rains, sod is still highly flronshing condition
after heving existed Hor, pevhags alonger period
than nny other city on the [ace of the carth,
comnbine, with mare jacts co nected with itg
bis. 'y, to throw arcu.d 1t a calin and, attrac-
tve, rot ta say sacred, hht

Lotitical chanees and social winsnces have
lessened and mithigated the proverbial bigotry
of the Damascenes.  The | wer classes, indeed,
ave stll fanaueal ; but a better fecling on reli.
gion prevails amongst the hivher  "I'he Damas.
cenes nourish hatred of the Iluropean name and
costutue They alone amongst the Onentals
have been the most averse to the admission of
cor suls, or even consular agents, . Christian
powers. Till within the last few years the ap.
pearance in the city of @ Frank costume was a
sivnal fur aiot,  Chrnstiaus and Jews were
alike prohibited {rom 1iding vn any other beast
than-an ass. Tiis state of thigs is clearly
traceable to the fanatical dispositiun of the in.
habitants, who deem the ciiy o be holy, and,
consequently, have been very caretul that no.
thing should enter within its walls which, m
their estimation, would pollute st. There 15
now, however, a greatly improved state of ‘oel-
ing in Damascus.  Th - furiner insulence of the
Dainascenes hi s been ~urved.  Uorses are per.
mitted to be nsed, and Chiistians tnay be scen
in great numbers wixing with others, and pae
suing their business, or tahing recreation aresss
ed in their proper garb, without molestativn,
This tmprovement may be in part ascribed to
the residence ia the eity of a Brush consul,

A spot is pointed oul where, according to.tra.
dition amony the Christtans, the apostle Paul,
spoken of in the Acts of the Apostles as Saul of
'Farsus, saw the hght from beaven on his way
to this city.  In winding ronnd the walls on
the outskitts of Damascus, the traveller arrives
at a part where they or- broken at the top ; this
is shown as the epo* frum whence Paul is he-
tieved 1o hove made his escape frum the indig-
nntion of the Jews, as we read in Acts ix -
*The disriples took him by nig' t; and Jet him
down by the wall in a basket™  TFrom hence
passing ou through some pretty lanes, the visi-
tor is brought to an open gicen spet, surround:
ed by trees, over which the tops of which are
seen the distant snmuwits of Mounat  Hermon,
At this pl e hris informed Saul had arrived,
whien (Acts ix. 3), “as he journeyed he came
wear Damasens, and snddenly there shined
round about him a great light from heaven ™
These localities are pointed pot with the great
est confidence by the Damasceae Christians of
all seere; aml are hield in great tencration ) nor
is it dofficult to suppose, that the true spots hnve
been handed down by tradituy awong the fi]-
lowers of the cress. % The street which is eall:
ed Straight,” (Aets ix11,) is still fouad in Da-
masgeus; or, at any rate a street bearing that
name. It is stated to be a mile in lengih, and
to have derived its name from the circutnstance
of its leading direct from the gate wo the castie
or palace of the pasha. The house of Judos,
ulso, to which Anamas was directed, and to
which he went, and -his own house hiewise, are
stil pomnted out.  How much credulity may
hiave had to do in fixing on perpetuaung the
recollection of these localies, it is probably ea.
ster to suspect than to ascertain,

A DBarner’s Drseotisy —~\We were greatly
amused to night by the appearance of a little
Hungarian count, who had come with us {rom
S:nyrna, but whom we had not seen since we
feft Constantinople. 1 positively dtd not recog-
nise him ; he used to have a very sufficient sup-
ply of curly hair, and npw he appeaved with a
sillk handkerchiel sentimeutally twisted round
whut was evidently the baldest of heads, His

solution of the mystery was very absnrd. At
Constantinople, he had gone to a T'urkish bar
ber, for the purpose of *having his moustaches
and whiskers arranged, but having been una.
ble to explain-altogether what he wanted,.the
Turk had: chosen to judge for himseil what was
nevessary, wnd had deliberately laid hold of
liim, alonz with two of his assistants, and-had

shaved his head complétely, in spite-of all his

resistanee. — Wayfaring  Sertches  among  the

The khan has been built only aboutlGreeks and Lurls.




