
THE WHIITE SWALLOW.

maining ncar the camp on, tho look-out for amail birds, the others
Lpcing hitiier and tlîither, iii the hope of fallinig or, more noble prey.
fhis vus done for a weelc, during which, rigbit and loft, every place
wvhere a but could be hid wvas examined : tdieu the~ camp wvas sîîoved
a few miles furtber south, and the samne plan resumed.

Thîis vas continued -%vitlî various fortune for soine time, uintil one
day they fotnnd theinseh'es camped near a largo wood, without pro-
visions, wyeary, hungry, and cold. A counci! wvas held, and it,%waf

agrced that Mark and the Roaniing Pauther 0o1 the one baud, and
Matouaza on the other, should start once more ln chase, of clic and

buffalo, and that the first,%,vlii met with good fortune should give
the othar notice.

.Matouaza niovcd about iu various directions lu moody silence.
The youug cliief liad in bis own mind given np aIl hope of fiuding
tho belovcd White Swallow, whom lie iznagiued the prey of 80me
suvage wild beast, or of Inidians as ruthleèss. Ho moved -ilong,
broodiug on revenge, ou sonie sudden and terrible foray into the
land of the Athapascows, and yet his oye wps cast about ln searcli
of gamne. 1Pres..utly tlp forest grew less dense, arud the young
chief sdon folind hii-nself ln the opeýn air beside thîe vast lake already
auded to. The warrior panised, for neyer bad hoe seeu waters so
vast. n1e gazed curiously arouild, and then followed the hanks for
some tiue: but ail in vain; not a trace of ganie did lie find. Weary
Aud hungry, ho turned bis steps back towards thîe cnsup, and
reachcd the spot wbere ho liad first corne out upon the lake. 11e
passed it, and pursued bis way still further aloîug the shore, wvhich
'was frozen hard as far out as the water Nvaa shalow.

The Indian now came in sigbt of the fire accu by Thee-kis-ho lu
tho morning, bitherto masked from bis view by the island already
alluded to. le kniew this to bc the signal given bv bis frieuds that
they biad fouud gaine, and biurried bis stops. Snddcunly ho lbalted.
A rabbit iu its milk-white, wittr coat lay sLruggling at bis foot, and
yet not ru*ining away. The animal vua cauglit lu a smare made by
buman biauds." The ebief boupded like a stricken deer; bis eycs
flaslied; and thon, after killing the animal, and casting it over his
shonîder, be began nmoving along the bauk Another and .-nother
snarc fell utider bis notice, and thon stops lu the suow-tbose of a
womuan and a dog-steps of that day, of that hour!

Matonaza stood for an instant leauirig on his rifle; for tlîouglî an
Indian aud a warrior, hoe was a muan, and young. Rie was net lu-
sensible to gentle emotions, and ho loved the, girl with ail the
warmth of a generous sud iinsoplîistieatcd beort that hiad uîcver
loved before. Thon he looked arouuid, bis eycs glarng like tbose
of the tiger about te spring; and lie catughL, siglît of the bunt, or
ratiier of the snowv-pile that bld it. The dloor 'vas clcarly definied.
He stood by it, lie raised it : the rest bas been already told.

For soîne quarter of un hour they gave theniselves Up te the joy
,of this unexpoctedl and bappy meeting. Tlie warrior thoen listcncd


