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GENERAL OOUNOIL OF YRESRY-
TERIAHS.

govon yoars ago the Pope summoned an
(Rouraontoal Counoil to meet in Romoe, the
resnito of which will be long felt. Bhorily
B .ferwards the Archbishop of Canterbury
| eatled togother the Pan-Angliean Synod,
whieh represonted almoet every dootrinal
phnase of ancient and modorn Episcopacy:
The idea of a Pan-Presbyterian Counoeil
| sy hiave probably beon suggested by this
iater gathoring. Xts promoters altogether
disolaim anything like an aggrossive poliey
towards tho other seotions of Protestantism,
or snything savouring in tho least dogroo
of denominntional pride in the contompla.
tion of the great numerical strength and
organization of the Prosbyterian polity
thronghont the world, They simply desire
{o oreate & bettor understanding betwoon
tho various bodies ircluded nnder the Pres.
pyterian name, to mamiest theirsubstaniial
unity before the world, and, perhaps, also
to facilitate thosa tendencies to union with-
in national areas which have already be-
yond the seas ceused tho more minately-
divided sections of Presbyterianism to co-
alerce into stil! fower and Iarger masses.
The insugural meeting was held on Tuaes-
day, 8rd July, in Edinburgh, and was ap-
propriately ‘commenced with & sormon in
the High Ohareb by Professor Flint, D.D,,
LED. The large building was crowded,
huncreds of persons being uuable to obtain
sdmiceion. The text was taken from John
gvil,, 20 and 215t verses—'* Nelther pray I
for these alone, but for them also who shall
belisve ox moe through My word ; that they
all may be one, as Thou, Father, art in Me,
and Iin Thee, that they alsomay be one
in us, that the world may believe that
Thou hast scen Me.” Professor Flint is
not, on ordinary occasions, an aitraotive
preachor, bis diecourses beidg more re.
markable for depthoferuditionand argumen-
iative foree thrn for warmthof styleorrich-
ness of languege. The Professor's dealing
with the subjost of unity, however, was
one eminently fitted for the ooccasion; it
was earnest and eloguent, as well aslogieal,
and retnined its hearers’ closest atlention
during the whole of the discourse, Con.
trasting Ohristian unity with the unity pro.
olaimed and glorified by Positivists, Human-
fiarians, and Socialists-—the unity of mere
human brotherhood, he oharacterized the
Iatter as a comparatively naw cnemy of
the faith, But the aigns of the- times, he
ssid, seom olearly to indioate $hat under
some form or another, or rather that under
many forms, what bag been oalled the re-
ligion of humanity, which is just the belief
in the brotherhood of men separated from
belief in the fatherhood of God, fraternily
divorsed from piety, unity defached
from supernatnral root, will be one of the
ehief enemios which Ohristianity must con-
fond with. There may, the preacher main.
tained, be Ohristian oneness where there are
differences which no man _ean rationally
ocount of slight moment. The differences
between Protestants and Roman Oatholies
are of the most serious kind, religiously,
morally, and eocially, yet obviously the
feelings to whioh St. Bernard gave expres.
tion in the hymn, * Jesus, thou joy of lov.
ing hearts,” and thoss which Charles Wes-
1oy poured forth in the hymn, # Jesus lover
of my soul,” had theirsource in the same
Holy Sgirit, and their object in the same
Divine Saviour. There is a great distance
and there ave many differences between the
Roman Catholie Church of France and the
Free Church of Sootland, but Fenelon and
M'Cheyne wore of one Chureh and_ons in
thelr spiritual experience,  Saint Bernard
and Pope Alexander VI, Fenelon and
Oardinal Dubois, wers unitedin the Chureh
of Rome. Who will dare to say that they
wers one in Jesus Christ? Saint Bernard
and Charles Wesley, Fenelon and M'Cheyne
fere ocolesinstioally far apart. 'Who_will
%i’,‘i. to?asy that they were not one in Jesus
1

A private sitting of the delegates was
held in the afternoonin the Free Asssmbly
! Hall, under the presidency of Dr. Crosby of
tliew York, to arrange proliminary mat-

8,

It was agreed to recommend that
the following gentlemen should sue.
stasively ovoupy the chair st the
mbsequent sittings :—Rev, Dr. Stewart
Robinson, of Louisville ; Dr. Goold, Mod-
arator of the Free Ohurch Assembly; Dr.
Phinn, Moderator of the Established As.
tembly; Dr. Ormiston, of the Datch Re.
formed Ohurch, New York; Rev W. France,
Moderator of the United Presbyterisn
| Bynod ; Dr. Fisoh, of Paris; Principal Oa-
von, of Canada; Dr. Dykes, of Iondon;
Professor Kerr, of Pittebarg; Rev. Mr.
Balls, of the Irish Presbyterian Chursh.

Tiord Kintore maved in a commendatory
spesch that the sermon delivered by Pro
fassor Flint be printed and publiched. Dr.
M'Oosh, New York, said he wonld not ob-

i o the motion, but he wished to guard

olf by siating that he did not agree
with all the atatements made_in tho ser-
mon, The motion was agreed fo, with this
ection,
v, Andrew Thomson moved a vote of
ks to Professor Blaikie for his great
labours in making the arrangements for the
meeling of the General Couneil, whioch was
wmanimously adopted.

The members innshed together in the
Donglas Hotel, There wat  large attend-
saes, Mr, John Cewan, of Bessisok, pre-
o, and ina fow filiing sentences wel.

ma.x.ﬁc'u fo ld.l;bur!:i Dr.
Rishmiond, responded. T wa
dme in the bappiest mauner by this

dequeat represeniaitve of the Ameriesn

BE
- 1n the evening a publie ressption of the
dologaios was keld P \be Masewmm of Bolence

and Art, when tho Lord Provost, as ropre-
genting tha oitizous of Edinburﬁh. presided.
Botweon five and aix thoussnd were })xe
sont. Tho Assemblage was & very brilliant
ono, the compsauy being atired in evening
dress. Tho band of the 78th Highlanders,
with their pipers, playod svleotions of ap-
propriata masie,  The forelga dolegates
walked in procvssion {hrough lines o
ladies and gentlomen to the hoad of the
hall, wers Lord Provost Falshaw and lady
Falshaw hold a rasoption,

The Lord Provost having takon the
ohair, dovotionnl oxorcises wore ongagod
in, e then addrossed & fow words of
heatly, welcomo to ‘ho delogates, and
best wishes for $he sticcess of the Couneil in
thelr meoting.

Lord Balfour spoke of the bond of sym-
pathy which united ther. What we desire,
he said, 1s that those barriers of mistrust
and misundorstanding whish are too apt
to arise amongst us shall bo broken down.
All these things we think we can nttain by
meeting togother in counsel and in con-
forenca, and such being our common aim
and our common ends, 1 have simply to
aok you to join with me in wichiog that
the Couneil which has beon inagurated fo-
day in order may bo continued in harmony
and ended in peaco, alike to the glory of
Qod and the honor of Trosbyterianism
throughout the world. (Applause.)

Dr. W. Adams, New York, thanked the
meoting for their hearty and cordial wel-
come. We olaim, he said, the Scottish
Ohurch as the ancestor of the Olurch in
Amorics. It is your privilege in Seotland
to hold the ancostral places tv which we
resort; but we of Amerion roprosent tha
results of thoes events which have a com
mon origin for us all. In Scotland you
hold Greyfriars and the tombetones where
the Oonvenantors signed their Solemn
Tioaguo; bu tho spirit of the Covenanters
is walking over all the continent of Amerios,
Tn Seotland you possess the pulpit of John
Knozx, but the spirit of Knox lives in Amor-
jea. You havein your Autiquarian Musenm
that singular projectile—that stool which
Jenny Geddes fiung at the head of tbe Dean
of* Edinhurgh; but the reverberationa of
the sln;iular shot of that great revolation
are rolling on at this day beyond the
Rocky Monntains, (Applause.) Dr.Adams
conoluded by again thanking their lordships
and the mesting for the kind welcome which
they had extended to the strangers.

Dr. Plumer, Sonth Carolina, was next
introdnoed. He said—I soms from a eoun-
iry that is under » Republican form of
Government, but I am ready to say, and I
gloryin saying, thatinthematter of salvation
I am s Monarchist, I am for Jesus on the
throne of the nuiverse, and on the throne
of all hearts inthe universe. Iam thusfars
Monarchist, I trustthat we are all ready
to follow that blessed Jesus. As I oame
into this hall, a man standing in the other
room oalled the roll-oall of the natlons—
Switzerland, Fraunce, America, efe.; but
the $ime shnll come when the roll-eall of
the nations shall go round the world in
gounds even more gladsome than they are
hesring this ovening. I am in your coun-
try now for the first time for about a week,
and I sympathise with my honored brother
and friend from Ameriea in eaying that he
did not eome here specially to see your noble
palaces. I oame to see the Beotoh people
and the people of other lands whom I
might have the opportunity of meeling. I
cordially thank you on the part of the depa-
tation to whieh T belong for your magnifi.
cant reception. (Aé)plsnse.)

Professor Monod, Montauban, said—I
stand here with some of my friends in the
rame of the Lstablished Reformed Church
of Franes, of that old Hugnenot Ohurch—
(loud applausez—whioh, of all Protestant
Ohurohes, I will not say has been the moat
faithfal and most pious, but whioch has suf-
fored most for the sake of the Gospel of
Ohrist. (Applause.) In name of that
Church I thank you most cordially for the
kind Christian welcome we have recsived
from you., It is really a great blessing,
coming from & strange land into a city like
this, to find immediately as it were onstop-
ping from the railroad such a meeting as
this—a meeting of friends and brethren in
Christ. We fecl here the reality of that
spiritual unity of whioh we heard this
morning snoh true and serions things fold
us. While thavking you, I have: to tell
you that we come fo you with open hearts,
and we feel at one with you as the sons of
Knox and Calvin, one in supporting the
standards and dootrines of the Reformation,
one in maintaininé tho indepenrdence of the
Church in which Christ, aud Obrist alone,
{s hoad and governor. (Applause.)

Dr. Prossonse, Paris, who was interpre.
tod by Dr. Fisch, New York, said—I1t is
with deep emotion that I for the first time
visit & conntry so historical as 4his, and
where were fought and won the greatest
baitles of civil and religious liberty—a
country whero tho groat battle of the Re-
formation was fought with such a measare
of energy, horoism, and snocess. It is a
great encouragoment to seo hero unfurled
the flag of Evangelioal liberty, whilst we
ara obligedin Franoe to earry it in an ob-
scure way. I am happy to see this great
Ohuroh of the Reformation, this great Pres.
byteriau Churoh, which unites in such a
besntifal and marvellons way unity and lib-
erty, coming together and forming a great
sonfederacy. (Applause.)

Professor DBalogh, from Hungary, said
that, along with sixteen brethren, he had
been appointed by the anclent Hungarian
Ohuroh as delogatos to the YPresbyterian
Oounoll, but owing to the derangement of
affaits consequent on the warin tLeic neigh-
borhood $hey ware prevented coming. The
speaker procesded to give some interesting
detalls someerning bis Church, and oom-
oladed by saying that the Hungarian Chureh
?rnd its bosomn $o thesunbeany,sineetheir

urek willingly received all healikful in-
flnenses. (Applanse.)

Prinelpal Snodgrass, Kingston, said—In
the name of the delegates from the British
coloniss it ia my privilege cerdislly to re.
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spond to the gonercns woxds of weloome
whioh have hoon addressed to na.  'Wo ro

- | joleo with you in the precious hisritago of n

common faith and the indissoluble bonds
of brotherhood in Ohrlst, in whom, if I
way ko permitted to paraphrago the apos-
tolio aaying, thero is nojthor Anstralian nor
Turopean, Amerjoasn nor Afrioan, nor Eng-
rioh. nor Seotoh, but in Him wo aro
all one. Oar forvent prayer s, and ever
will be, that this Genoral Connoil may, with
tho blessing of God, bo the meane of help-
fng us to more fully ranlise this Cbristian
onenesr. (Applausa.)

Dr. M’Oosh, Princeton, N 1w Jersey, pro-
posed a_voto of thanks {o the Lord Provost
and Lady Falshaw,

Tho Lord Provost having returned
thanks, tho company Joined in singing a

ortion of the 72nd Psalm, after whioh the

benediction was pronounced by the Liev.
8ir Henry Wollwood Menorieil. The pro-
ocesdings were brought to a close shorily
aftor 11 o’clock.

WEDNESDAY, July 4th.

This morning, at half past ton c'olecl,
tho first publio sitting of the General Proa-
byterian Council was held in the Froo
Asgembly Hall. Dr. Btuart Robizeoy,
Louisville, the obairmsn for the sitting,
constituted thie Council, There was a very
inrgo attendance.

The ohairman announced that tho eub-
jeot for that morning was * The Harmony
of tho Reformed Confessions,” and tt wonld
be oponed with a paper by Dr. Sohaff, of
New York.

Dr. Sohaff, speaking extempore, prooeed-
od to delivor an addross on * The Consensus
of the Reformed Confessione.” Ha began
with a rapid slotoh of tho history of Oou-
fosslons, pointing out as the key to their
interpretation that they woro framed in
view of tho orrors of Romaniom, as the
early Ohristian ap-logies were dirooted
against Pagavism. He pointed oul in de-
tail that they tanght substantially one
system of dootrine, and maintained that
there was fully as muoh harmony—he was
not afraid to say greater harmnay-—among
the sixteen different Confessions of tho Re-
formed Churoh as there is in the fower but
more widely itreconcilable standards of the
infallible Chureh of Rome. They unani-
mously taught that tke oanonical Boriptures
of the Old and New Testaments are the
only infsllible rule of the Christian faith
and praotice in opposition to the Romen
principle of ecclesinstionl tradition. In
theology aud Obristology the Reformed
symbols were (Soumenioal, endorsing the
dootrine of the unity and iri-personality of
God, the contral fact of‘the inearnation and
the Divine-human congiitution of Christ's
person, In authropclogy the Reformers
followed the Augustinian system, teaching
the total depravity of buman nature in con-
sequence of Adam’s fall, and the absolate
freodom and sufilolenoy of Divine grace.
In ecolesiology and sacramentology they
were Calvinistio, He then referred to the
points of difference as to the mode of in-
spiration, the general theological stand.
poiat, and more espeoially the dootrines of
reprobation and infant salvation, and the
politioal articles of the Creeds. The allot-
ted time being exhausted he ocould only
name these. On thelatter point he notieed
the revolution that has taken place in the
feoling of the Reformed Churches ginoe tho
Confessions wers passed, as to the duty of
the civil magistrate to punish men for
heresy. That docirine was now repudiated
st anyrate in all the Auglo-Saxon Churches,
who now hold that consoience is & sacred
domoain over whioh God alone is Lord, and
that while the olvil magistrate is bound {o
proteot all its subjects in their rights of
consoience and rights of publio worship, it
has no right to interfere with tbeir religious
conviotione, which must be spiritusily pun-
ished for thelr wrong by the censures of
the Ohburoh. In conclusion, he said—"A
orsed is a response of man to the questions
of God, but God’s Word is better than the
confession of it, and withont faith the best
oonfession is but *as sounding brass or &
finkling oymbal! Muock as we esfeern
dootrinal anity, there is a higher unity—
the unity of spiritual life, the unity of faith,
tho unity of love, which binds us to Christ
and to all who love Him, of whatever de-
pomination er ereed. Let us, with Peter
or Thomag, confess Ohrist first, and Christ
loat, and let our confession be an aot of
worship, an act of parsonal and colleotive
golf-conreoration to Fim who saved us
from sin and death, and leads us to im-
mortality and glory. Tieb us not forget
what the most logical and- the most theo-
logioal of all inepired apostles says, that
now we sce through a glacs darkly, but
then face to face ; that now we know in
part, but then we shall know in (ull, even
26 we are known. ‘Andnow abideth faith,
hope, love, theee three; but the greatest of
{hese is love.'”

Piofessor Godot, Neuohatel, spoke in
Frouoh, the substance of his address being
that tho toaching of the profession of Jaith
of the Presbytorian Churches in the nine-
toenth eontury and the Confession o, Faith
of tho sixteenth centary had for the central
point the oleotion of grace, or what was
understood as identioal with jastifieation
by faitn. The ohief point of their present
profession was the real, personal, irue, es:
sentinl divinity of Ohrist our Lotd and
Savionr. Aud if the Presbyterian Churoh
shounld to.day gits out ono of those great
signs of life thas are called Confessions of
TFaith, this point of the divinity of our Lord
muet be an essential point in it,

Rev. Mr, Onsin, Edinburgh, wasthen eall-
ed on to present a paper on the same aub-
joet by Professor Kraft, Bonn. His paper
comamenaced by stating that one seciion of
the Reformed Confessions puts the priuociple
of Seclpture foremost, to express there {
that the whole docirine and all the insti-
sations of the Oharoh ave to be considered
in the light of Holy Soripture, as the one
and ouly sonrce of knowledge and the
saprevis standard, But svother starke

1 from the artisle “De Doo," aud In its sue-
veading acrangemont of topics seeks to
follow tho Usonmonieal Confesstons of the
Catholio Ohureh, in order to show the hars
mony and oconnootion of fhe Roformed
Obarelies, whiob aroso out of tho Reforma-
tion of the exxteenth century, with thvse
oldest testimonios, Tho Consensns adopts
the latter arrangement, beonase the tend.
enoy of tho Ruformed Chiuroht to aniversale
1y in tho Confestions agsorin iteell ua the
prominent and Stovailing one, The paper
neeusaarilg trod over much tho sane
ground which Lrofoszor Bohuif kind travors-
od. DProfessor Kraft gave hiaidons of the
consensus In a geries of thirty-one
articles, whici 5 .ve greater distinginoss to
the views hell by all tho Reformed
Ohurehes,

The Rev. Principal Brown, Aberdeen,
said ho had besn aske? to break the around
for o Little disoussion or c-uvereation upon
tho topio of these guostione. Ho conflned
his romarks almost ontirely do woll-desorv-
od comphment of tho previous spenkera.
The romarlks with which he closed on {he
suporiurity and reality of Protestant unity
ovor the tyrannioal apparent hut really

proportion as they went forward they were
abie to conserve what they possessed; if
they ceasad o bo nggrossive they oeased to
bo sonsorvative, any, a8 tue Apostle Paul
says, * stoadfast, uomovable'~that was
the oonservative principle—'always a-
bounding '—thiat was tho sggressive prin-
ciplo, and the two waust gu tugether. Ounr
Liord, when He was nwcending, committed
two functions to the Ohurch; ono was mis

gtonary sud the other pastoral. They
could “not have the matorials for pastoral
work until they had founnd thom ri‘.y the

meoans of the misgiopary, and he feared
that if the Protestant Churchoes at the tine
of tho Reformation failed in ono thinf it
was in this, that they addrossedthemselves
chiefly to tho second, and did not realize
sufficiontly the great obligation to evangel:
isothe world. (Applause) He daresayed
they thought they had enough to do in the
meantime to struggle into existence, but he
bolleved they wonld have succecded in that
better if at the ssme time they had gone
forth upon a dark world with Christianity
in their hande, It remained, however, for
the Ohureh of Rome by its Jesuit missions
to oall the attention of the Protestant
Ohurches to that great duty. Well, they
ought to be saggressive if anything at all,
Lt them bear in mind that it is by pour-
ing the health of Ohristianity into the
fostering sore
heathen darkuess, that thoy were to be the
instraments of real good. (Applanse.)

Professor Candlish, Glasgow Free Church
College, followed with some interesting
historioal atatements, showing the consci-
onsuess in.the early Reformed Churches of
the harmony smong their Confessions by
the uee in Scotland at one time of the
Catechism of Geneva, drawn up by Calvin,
and afterwards in a similar manner of the
Oateobism of Heicelberg. He suggested
that in some way the sense still prevailing
of the harmony of the Ocnfessions should
bo bronght out by a statement prepared by
a Committes of tho Council, as it was most
important not only that that harmony
should exlat, but that it should be seen and
folt to exist,

Dr. Marshall Lang, Glasgow, threw out
# oantion againet a restless * nag-nagging”
spirit in raising diseussions on the question
of oreeds, and warned the Churches gener-
ally of the desp respontibility aitaching to
any Church whioh should raise the question
of revision without a thorongh underatand-
ing of the whole matter as related to the
theology of all the Reformed Churghes, and
who, by ils own denominational aotion,
shonld break upon this harmony. He
trusted that the Churohes of the Reforma.
tion would hold and keep the unity of the
gpirit in the bond of pesaco, and meantime
this might be their motto—** Whereto we
have already attained let ns walk npon the
game xale, lot us mind the same thing.”
(Applause.)

Mr. Alexander Taylor Innos, advooats,
Edicburgh, remarking upon the practical
suggestions thrown out by the other speak-
ers, and of the caution necessary in taking
such practical action, proposed that it
should be remittsd to the Arrangements
Committee to appoirt & sub-commitiee to
obtain information upon the existing creeds
an? Confessions of the Churches composing
the Council; what have been their
previons Confessions, with any modifica-
tions thereupon; what ars the various
formulas of subseription, and how far indi-
vidual adherence to these oreeds by suvs-
oription or otherwise has been required
from ministers, elders, or other office:
bearsrs.

Principal Talloch, of St. Andrews, sco-
onded this motion.

Dr. Begg, BEdinburgh, referred to somo
of tho atatoments that had been made and
apparently accepted, ‘¢ Every age had its
own theology.”  The theology of the wozld,
ho belleved, had been the same since the
days of Eden—sinoe the first proclamation
of Divine truth, It had gradually been
doveloped untit the eanon of Beripture was
complete ; bus the eanon of Seripture heing
complets, he belioved It was all there.
They might have a more thorough investi-
gation of that oanon, but he believed the
idea of thelr having s now theology at
every stage was a thorough blusder. He
found the resurrestion of old errors, and
he found a revolt agsinat Divine authority
and the Divine Word 4o a greater or less
extent; but as te a new theology, and
espeeially a new theelogy for avery peried
of their histery, ii seemed to him the mest
axtravagant statemaent that sﬂli“’ eonld
be made, He recommended that the
motlon be sent to a commities to be re-
ported upon.
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of the world, of sin and | P

Dr. Ormiston, Now York, thought they
could not but agree with Irr. 13:ze, that as
the whole howan race was in I .6n, fo was
all hnraau thoology, but ae they had mul-
tiplied and grown, Dr. Bogg could uot deny
that the germinal pruicive Lud spread out,
ceutiny witor svatury, intoa glurious Revel-
ation.

The motion was thou remided fo the
Dusiness Cowmittos, aud the Camneil sd-
Jjourned for lancheor.

AFTERNOON SEDERUXT,

Tho Counoil rosumed 1tg slttings In the
aftornoon at half past two u'clock—Dr.
Goold, Edinburgh, presiding. Atier do-
votione, the chaivmau oalled or. Dr. Primoe,
joint-onvener, to sabmit & repsrt by the
Business Commitice, whioh, &itor noting
the forthooming papors to be read, men-
tioned that thie commiiteo, at the desira of
Dir. Dykes, proposed iv substitate the uame
of Mr. Campbell, o[ Geelong, for his, a8
obairman of the meeting, next Monday.

Dr. Dykos swid ho had pleasure in mak.
ing that request for two rersons. Tivat,
because the Australinu colonier formed the
most distant part of the Presbylorian

bollow unuy of the Churoh of Rome 6x- world re s

< , presonted hers; und, socond, be.

gtodhtho hougty nypro‘wal of the House. | gaugo the brothren who wero nomiuated
ot them over bear in mind, he said, that | hy one of the Australian Churchos last year

tho aggromvo prinoiplo of Ouristianity was | qndorwent an exirewno disnpoointment

the trae counservative clemant ia ity and in | apd he might almost say wortifioation, in’

coming such & long distaunce in the hope of
finding a Couneil, only to sscortain that
the meoting had boep posiponed. It ap-
peared to him and lus friends, and his fel-
low delogates of Eogland, it .onld be &
very desirable and propor thing that one of
these Australian brothren who Lad shown
such an interest in thie gathering, should
have the preforence. (Appluuse.)
The proposition wae agreed to.

Professor Cairns, Edwburgh, introduced
& disoussion on the subjeot of the * Prin-
ciples of Presbyterianism.” After contrast.
ing Presbyterianism with Episcopacy and
other forms, he Iaid down the sollowing
propositions :—(1.) The principlo of Pres-
byterianism maintaing “the autbority of
other elders to rule along with teachers.
This is not altogether confined, e+pecially
in Iater tites, to Preabyterian Churches.
This principle is charaoieristio of Presby-
{erianism, whioh from the first has inocypor-
ated it with its constitation, and by formak
ordination—genorally for life—of merely
ruling elders $o the spiritual oversight of
the Ohureh, along with teachers, has borne
» groat witness to the universal priesthood
of beliovers and to the variety of gifis in
the Ohurch of Christ. The presence of
ruling olders, chosen by the Ohristian
people, in all public admiuistration, thekr
arity in rule with all other presbytots, snd
their investiture with every spiritual fune.
tion short of laboring in the Word snd
dootrine, gives to Presbyterianism s broad
basis in Christian sympathy, and meets s
want universally confesged, though some-
times otherwise eupplied, in the Churoh of
Christ, {2.) The second distinctive prineis
ple of Presbyterian government as con-
trasted with Episcopacy, is the equal rank
of all Church ralers. After proviug these
propositions from the history of the Ohuroh
in all ages and from the New Testament,
he summed up by showing that—First,
Presbyterianism is best fitted to conserve
and extend Soriptare iruth. Evorything
im the Church of Ohrist connectod with the
formation of its creed, tho admission of its
members, the education, licence, and toacu-
ing of its ministors, and the bearing of 18
public acts, as affecting the truth of God,
is thus matter of universal interest and
debate, and the ordinary proocedure of its
eourts affords innumerable opportunities of
witnessing for trath and resisting defeotion,
such as do not exist under other forms of
government. Second, Presbytory is fitted
to seenre Ohristian liberty. It nesds, ia.
desd, Christian materials o begin with.
For the general Christian mind-—needing
at onoe liberty and order—the prompting
of impulse, and yet the ehaping of law—
the sense of individual responeibility, and
yet the oohesion of groat organization—no
system geems 6o suitable. Itis xich anough
to bring out different ministrics, finance,
rule, teaching—not In ono ascendng linelike
Episcopacy, but all abreast—szo that it pro-
motes liberty by cultivating a wide publie
gpirit, while it opena a waytoevery Chureh
piember to every court, not only with a
ohartered right of defonce, but with every
suggestion for the common good;; and yet.
it seoures boyond Congregationalism the
largest range of council, tho fallost matur-
ity of dis¢nssion, and the weightlest voice
of jadgment by whioh order nnd stability
canbe guaranteed. In this, as hns often
boen remarked, it resembles coustitutional
and representative government.

Dr. A. A, Hodge next read a paper en-
ti-lsad ¢ Presbyterianista in Relationto the
Wants and Tendencics of the Day.” He
sxtd that this embraced two distinet sub.
joots, each of which migut legitimately
¢clsim the atlention of tho present Council
—1) How and with what specific re-ad-
jusiments is Presbyterianiem, as a ccnerete
form of ecclesiastical organization, adapted
to the great work of evangelizing the
world under the conditions of modern
soolety ? and (2.) What is {he significance
and importanoe of the great principles em-
bodied in bhistorioal preshyteriaaism i
their bearing upon moral and social and
political interests of men under the peculisy
eonditions of modern sooiely 2 He sonfined
his remsarks io the comsideration of the
second question, and which he oconsidered
wunder three heads—(1) Of the principles
whioch counstitute the essenes of Presbyter
ianism; (2) of those general ehinracteristics
of modern sesiety which determine lis
relation to Uliristianity, snd the inflnenes:
of the yrezent shage of iransition upon ke
fature moral and religions destiny of the
£aoe; and (8.) of ke vilal importanes of
Prosbyterian prineiples to the welfare of
buman yosiety wnder its modern oonditions,

{To be eontinucd.)



