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teth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remem-
L, even I, wm ho that blot ber thy s’i'ns.—Isa.- xliii. ?

«If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities,
O Lord, who shall stand?’ That is the
language of 2 man who is not taking an
exaggerated, or too gloomy view of the
position of sinful men, but who looks at
I simply in the clear Jight of eternal truth.
In our own hearts, we are all inclined to
Judge favourably of ourselves; but * God
Is greater than our hearts, and knoweth all
things” Heis the ultimate judge.. And,
Possessing a better knowledge of us than
We have of ourselves, searching into the
Mmost hidden cornersof that deceitful heart
°f ours, and knowing all that is there.—
God’s judgment is sure to be the reverse
of that which is pronounced upon himself
l‘.\/"any natural man.

A man, no doubt, can do much of him-
%lf to give an outward beauty and sym-
Metry to his life and character. He may
Yise above that which is hase or mean, he
ay have an abhorrence of direct false-

%0d or dishonesty, his simple word may
be as good as another man’s bond, he may
delight in the exercise of a generous bene-
Volence, and, with a serupulous and ready
kindness ho may seek to fulfil all the obli-
8ations imposed by family ties and friend-
_ﬂhip, Still, as a creature of God, there
'8 & higher sphere in which his affections
Ought to expatiate, and a range of more
Mperative and exalted duties which,—be-
Ore all else, claim his regards: and, how-
Ver consistent and beautifnl his life may

in all lower relations and duties, he
Devertheless comes miserably short of that
Which iy requiredsof him, if his affections
Yever rise above that sphere, and if these
'8her dutics are neglected or forgotten.—

How could even such a man stand in the
judgment before an infinitely just and holy
God? Even such a man, weighed in the
balance of perfect rectitude, must be found
lamentably wanting,

The attempt to justify ourselves, to build
up, without one flaw, a fubric of righteous-
ness before God our judge, must always
end io disaster and shame, “If I wash
myself in snow water, and make my hands
never so clean; yet wilt thou plunge me
in the ditch, so that my own clothes will
abhor me.” All that a man can do of
himself, and by his own power, to beautify
and adorn his outward life and character,
while it may in the judgment of men,
who can look ouly on the outward appear-
ance, render him worthy of all praise, is
yet utterly inefficacious to render him ac
ceptable to God, who looketh on the heart.
It is but like washing in snow water, it
reaches no deeper than the mere surface,
it does not touch that inner source of all
sin, the heart, which remains yet uure-
newed; and which, notwithstanding the
fair outward appeavance, still sends forth
its evil thoughts, and conceives its sinful
imaginations, all which are naked and open
to Him with whom wehave todo. With
what directand simple truth, then,do these
words of the psalmist indicate the position
of every living man, “If thou, Lord,
shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who
shall stand #”

“But,” it is added, «There is forgive-
ness with Thee, that Thou mayest be fear-
ed” And hark! a voice from heaven
falls upen our ear, «I, even I, am Hethat

blotteth out thy transgressions for mine



